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By  ALFRED  GRANT  WALTOK 


A  LITTLE  lad  knelt  by  his  bed 
In  reverent  prayer  engrossed, 

^'Dear  God,  bless  everyone,**  he 
said, 
"But  bless  my  daddy  mosir* 

The  special  favor  seemed  quite 
right 

For  what  do  children  know 
Of  that  impartial  justice 

Which   heaven   must  bestow. 


When  one  is  seven.  Cod  is  real 
And  faith  a  guileless  art. 

And  why  should  love  not  cher- 
ish   most 
Those   nearest  to  the   heart? 

And  deep  within  I  feel  that  He 
Who  guards  all  souls  with 
care. 

Will  work  in  a  mysterious  way 
To  grant  that  simple  prayer. 
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Note:  When  the  following  copy  was  dispatched, 
Clarence  W.  Hall,  editor  of  this  magazine,  was 
on  the  West  Coast  awaiting  embarkation  for  the 
war  fronts.  As  an  accredited  war  correspondent, 
he  plans  to  visit  all  the  main  battle  areas  in  that 
theater.  His  pui-pose:  "To  find  out  just  what  the 
average  GI  is  thinking  about  religion  and  what 
part  religion  plays  in  his  daily  life  under  combat 
condition."  His  dispatches  will  be  released  through 
this  magazine.  The  Chaplain,  Religious  News 
Service  and  other  sources. 


{En  Route  to  the  South  Pacific) 

IHIS  IS  being  written  on  V-E  Day, 
within  sight  and  sound  of  a  radio  blaring 
out  the  details  of  the  Nazi  fold-up.  Com- 
mentators and  big-shot 
u-iy  jbcuf.  cm  military     and     political 

liJeii  G&aAi  figures    are    telling    the 

world  how,  at  long  last, 
it  feels  to  realize  total  victory  over  a  stub- 
born and  ruthless  enemy.  And  certainly 
that  victory,  hewn  out  of  such  monumental 
toil  and  suffering  and  death,  is  something 
to  talk  about.  We  have  a  right  to  be  jubi- 
lant, and  a  duty  to  be  thankful  to  Almight}- 
God  for  His  aid  in  this,  history's  most  im- 
pressive achievement  in  the  cause  of  free- 
dom and  human  justice. 

To  you  who  have  fought  in  the  European 
Theater  this  day  is  the  realization  of  all 
you  have  been  fighting  for,  the  promise  of 
all  the  yearnings  you  have  had  to  "get  it 
over  with  and  get  back  home."  According 
to  the  War  Department,  some  three  million 
of  you  will  shortly  be  on  the  way  back  to 
America,   some  to  be  returned  to  civilian 
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status,  more  to  be  granted  furloughs  home 
before  being  shipped  to  the  Pacific. 

There  is  cause,  therefore,  for  rejoicing. 
Even  if  your  celebration  is  tinged  with  the 
possibility  of  being  dispatched  in  time  to 
other  theaters,  and  even  if  you  will  require 
time — ^a  long  time — to  banish  the  bitter 
memory  of  buddies  killed  and  mangled  over 
there,  you  will  have  had  a  most  welcome 
period  of  surcease  from  war. 

For  all  the  celebration  reportedly  going 
on  here  and  abroad,  it  is  only  faintly  remi- 
niscent of  the  hilarity  that  greeted  the  end 
of  our  previous  onslaught  against  German 
militarism.  Most  of  you  were  too  young  to 
remember  Armistice  Day,  1918.  A  good 
many  of  you  were  not  even  around.  But  to 
all  us  "old  birds"  who  cavorted  about  the 
streets  to  celebrate  the  end  of  Armageddon, 
3^elling  our  heads  off  unrestrainedly  because 
the  war  to  end  war,  the  war  to  save  the 
world  for  Democracy,  was  washed  up,  that 
November  11th  was  really  something. 

This  time  even  the  most  uninhibited 
celebrants  are  tame  by  comparison.  That 
may  be  due  in  part  to  our  knowledge  that 
the  war  is  only  half  over,  that  perhaps  the 
toughest  part  is  yet  to  come.  Or  it  may  be 
simply  because  we  are  wiser  this  time,  or 
more  exhausted,  or  even  more  skeptical. 
We  know  the  Nazi  enemy  is  beaten,  thor- 
oughly beaten,  ignominiously  humbled.  But 
to  be  vanquished  is  one  thing,  to  be  van- 
ished is  another. 

There's  food  for  rumination  in  the  state- 
ment made  by  Admiral  Doenitz  to  the  Ger- 
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man  people.  The  new  fnehrer-for-a-few- 
days  said :  "We  must  face  facts  squarely. 
The  unity  of  State  and  Party  does  not  exist 
any  more.  The  Party  has  left  the  scene  of 
its  activities."  Notice  that  he  says  the  tmify 
does  not  exist.  Notice  that  he  says  the  Nazi 
Party  "has  left  the  scene."  He  does  not  say 
it  is  dead;  his  phrasing  seems  to  suggest 
that  it  is  simply  suspended  under  compul- 
sion of  a  superior  force.  That  represents  the 
dyed-in-the-wool  Nazi  mind.  It  is  that 
which  we  are  going  to  have  to  fight  for 
3-ears  to  come.  To  prevent  the  Nazis,  or 
any  similar  gang  of  international  gangsters, 
from  coming  to  power  in  the  world  again, 
the  gentlemen  of  the  San  Francisco  Con- 
ference are,  as  we  write,  sweating  it  out 
and  furrowing  their  brows  to  shape  inter- 
national techniques  of  brotherhood  in  a 
world  where  such  brotherhood  has  hereto- 
fore been  a  scarce  quantity. 

Out  here  on  the  West  Coast  V-E  Day 
was  not  what  it  reportedly  was  elsewhere. 
Which  is  understandable.  Everything  here 
is  geared  to  the  Pacific 
'^ka^JzA^fiamc^  w^ar.  Here  stretch  the 
PneaalU/  mighty  supply  lines  for 

the   efifort  to   crush  the 
Japanese.  Here  ships  are  embarking  in  end- 
less streams  to  see  that  you  in  the  far  places  ^ 
of  the   South  and  Central  Pacific  are  sup- 
plied with  men  and  material. 

On  V-E  Day  this  embarkation  city  is 
subdued.  We  haven't  heard  even  a  siren 
wail  the  good  news.  There  may  have  been 
some,  but  w^e  haven't  heard  them.  People  on 
the  streets  are  calm  and  composed.  More 
noise  comes  from  the  radio  than  anywhere 
else.  Headlines  a  foot  deep  herald  the  close 
of  the  European  war,  but  nobody  we  have 
seen  seems  excited. 

This  is  not  apathy.  It  is  just  the  con- 
sciousness born  of  being  3,000  miles  closer 
to  that  grim  business  than  are  those  in  the 
celebrating  East.  Stores  and  churches  are 
open,    but    the    bars    and    other    roistering 


places  are  closed.  Shipyards  and  other  war 
industrial  plants  pause  only  briefly  then 
return  to  their  high-pressure  job  of  whip- 
ping out  materials  of  war.  Absenteeism  is 
reportedly  at  an  all-time  low. 

Thanksgiving,  not  hilarity,  is  the  prevail- 
ing mood  out  here.  We  stopped  in  at  a 
number  of  churches,  their  doors  flung  wide 
open  to  worshipers.  These  came  in  droves 
to  the  formal  thanksgiving  services.  But 
even  more  just  drifted  in  and  out  all  day 
long  to  pray  and  meditate. 

Out  at  the  embarkation  port  where  we 
are  quartered,  a  brief  and  solemn  exercise 
is  held  in  front  of  the  post  chapel.  There  is 
band  music,  and  there  is  an  eloquent  and 
moving  prayer  of  thanksgiving  by  Chaplain 
Mylon  D.  Merchant,  Port  Chaplain.  And 
up  in  the  choir  loft  of  the  chapel  we  sit  with 
T/Sgt.  John  Nicholls,  chaplain's  assistant 
who  was  musically  prominent  here  and  in 
the  East  prior  to  induction,  as  he  plays  old 
hymns  on  the  chimes,  while  worshipers  file 
in  and  out  of  the  chapel  to  kneel  a  moment 
in  prayer  and  utter  their  own  words  of 
thanksgiving  and  dedication.  We  watch 
them  and  feel  pretty  comforted  and  con- 
fident to  see  Americans  taking  their  victory 
this  wa3^ 

By  the  time  this  gets  into  print  your 
editor  will  probably  be  in  the  South  Pacific 
Theater  of  Operations.   We  hope  to  meet 

out  there  some  of  the 
"nJe'll  Be  million  or  more  readers 

Meema  ifouf"       of  this  journal.  We  hope 

to  be  with  you  for  a 
while  in  your  outfits,  experience  at  first 
hand  some  of  the  things  you  are  experi- 
encing, learn  from  personal  contact  with 
you  your  slant  on  matters  with  which  this 
magazine  is  concerned.  And,  most  of  all, 
we  hope  from  this  contact  to  learn  how  to 
edit  this  journal  in  a  manner  more  closely 
geared  to  your  wants  and  needs. 

So  to  you  in  the  Pacific — at  least  some 
of  you — we  say:    "We'll  be   seeing  you!" 


How  long  was  Paul  blind  after  his  con- 
version on  the  Damascus  road?  (Acts  9:8, 
9) 

?     ?     ? 

What  is  the  rest  of  this  quotation:  "All 
things  work  together  for  good"  ?  (Romans 
8:28) 

?     ?     ? 

In  what  city  did  Paul  manage  to  survive 
a  stoning  which  was  supposed  to  have  killed 
him?  (Acts  14:8,  19) 

?     ?     ? 
What  was  the  other  name  of  the  disciple 
who  is  sometimes  called  "Doubting  Thom- 
as"?   (John   11:16) 

?     ?     ? 
When  Paul  was  a  prisoner  in  Rome,  how 
many  soldiers  guarded  him?   (Acts  28:16) 

?     ?     ? 
Name    the    three    famous    Johns    of    the 
New   Testament.    (Acts  1:5;   2:1;   12:12) 

?     ?     ? 
How  many  baskets  of  food  were  gathered 
after    Christ    had    fed    the    four    thousand? 
(Matt.  15:32-38) 


What  was  the  smallest  coin  In  use  in 
Palestine  during  New  Testament  times — a 
coin  worth  about  one-fifth  of  a  cent  ?  (Luke 
21 :2) 

?     ?     ? 

The  capital  of  Cilicia  in  New  Testament 
times  was  a  city  renowned  for  its  educa- 
tional facilities.  Its  name  means  "City  of 
Wings,"  and  it  was  the  birthplace  of  the 
most  influential  letter  writer  who  ever  lived. 
Can  you  name  it?  (Acts  22:3) 

?     ?     ? 

Did  Jesus  sing  hymns?  How  was  Paul 
as  a  hymn  singer?  (Matt.  26:30;  Acts 
16:25) 

?     ?     ? 

Qirist's  miracle  which  opened  the  eyes  of 
the  blind  Bartimeus  took  place  in  a  little 
village  near  the  Dead  Sea,  which  is  now  a 
popular  week-end  resort  for  British  officials 
from  Jerusalem.  What's  the  name?  (Mark 
10:46) 

?     ?     ? 

Which  apostle's  mother-in-law  is  men- 
tioned in  the  New  Testament?  (Matt.  8:14) 

?     ?     ? 
Who  called  Paul  "A  pestilent  fellow  and 
a  mover  of  sedition  .  .  .  and  a  ringleader"  ? 
(Acts  24:1-5) 

?     ?     ? 

Who  was  drafted — somewhere  on  the  way 
to  the  place  of  crucifixion — to  carry  the 
cross  of  Jesus?  (Mar-k  15:21) 
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FAITH 


By  SCT.  GEORGE   BOWLER  TULLIDCE   III 


Editor's  Note:  One  of  the  finest  letters  to 
come  out  of  this  war.  in  our  opinion,  is  the  fol- 
lowing. It  was  written  by  Sgt.  Tullidge  to  one  o£ 
his  brothers,  from  "Somewhere  in  England,"  on 
May  10,  1944.  A  member  of  the  507th  Parachute 
infantry,  82nd  Airborne  Division,  Tullidge  was, 
before  entering  the  service,  a  noted  athlete  at 
Staunton  Military  Academy  and  V.  P.  I.  Though 
deferred  because  he  was  a  chemistry  major  at 
college,  he  left  school  to  voluuLcer.  He  gave  his 
life  in  the  Invasion  of  France,  June  8.  1944. 
His  photo,  appearing  in  the  above  layout,  is 
graciously  supplied  us  by  his  parents,  who  live  in 
Staunton,  Va.,  and  the  letter  was  called  to  our 
attention  by  Chaplain  Wm.  O.  Ragsdale  who,  at 
the  time  of  writing,  was  mixed  up  in  the  hottest 
part  of  the  "chase  for  Berlin." 

DEAR  TOMMY: 
;Mother  writes  and  tells  me  how  big  a 
boy  you  are  getting'  to  be.  It  seems  like  a 
mighty  long  time   since    I    have   seen   you 

i  boys,  and  I  guess  it  will  be  a  while  longer ; 
probably  I  will  have  a  hard  time  even 
recognizing  you.  I  just  know  and  pray  that 
you  will  turn  out  to  be  the  kind  of  boys  that 
Mother  and  Dad  are  teaching  you  to  be. 
Just   please   take    a   word   of   advice   from 

i  somebody  who  has  had  a  small  look  around 

1  anyway.  Maybe  I  am  not  so  old,  but  this 
two  years  in  the  army  have  taught  me  lots 
of  things  about  life  that  I  never  dreamed 
of  before. 
I  won't  go  into  a  long  discussion,  but 
,,  just  remember  when  you  are  out  with  boys 
and  girls  what  is  wrong  and  what  is  right. 


Please  don't  let  them  get  you  and  Arch  off 
on  the  wrong  foot  because  they  will  if  you 
are  not  careful.  There  are  lots  of  things  in 
life  bigger  and  finer  than  some  immediate 
pleasures ;  and  some  few  seeming  small 
things  at  present  can  break  up  the  finer 
ones  for  you  later.  You  know  what  I  am 
talking  about,  drinking  and  loose  women. 
I  see  men  every  day  who  are  ruining  them- 
selves through  dissipation,  both  sexual  and 
alcoholic.  They  don't  think  so,  and  seem  to 
be  perfectly  happy  at  this  time.  They  even 
seem  happier  than  others,  but  sooner  or 
later  it  will  get  them;  some  sooner,  and 
others  later. 

Another  thing  that  has  helped  me  a  lot  is 
jny  firm  belief  in  the  Lord.  Often  times 
when  I  feel  depressed  and  blue  it  does  me 
an  awful  lot  of  good  to  read  my  Bible  and 
a  little  book  that  Mother  sent  me.  A  good 
belief  in  Christianity  (very  broad  term) 
gives  a  fellow  something  to  grasp  w^hen  the 
going  gets  tough,  and  it  does  at  times.  K  lot 
of  boys  have  a  hard  time  because  the}'  do 
not  have  it  there  to  take  hold  of.  Of  course, 
it  is  there  for  all  to  have  if  they  want,  but 
due  to  wrong  living  and  poor  home  life, 
they  haven't  been  made  to  realize  that  it  is 
there.  On  this  coming  invasion  the  thing 
called   "luck"   will   play   a   big   part   as   to 
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whether   a   fellow   gets   back  or   not.    This  know  this  mess  will  "bust"  inside  open  one 

luck  is  God's  protection,  I  think  so  anyway.  of  these  days,  and  I  imagine  I  will  have  a 

Good  soldiering  will  certainly  play  its  part,  first  hand   look   at  what   is   going  on.    Of 

but  the  Lord  looking  over  you  will  be  the  course,  Mother  knows  this,  too,  so  I  want 

big  factor,  and  fellows  then  will  really  need  you   to   be   a   comfort   to   her.    There   will 

plenty  of  mental  help.  probably  be  a  long  time,  maybe  a  couple  of 

Maybe  this  sounds  like  so  much  bull ;  but  months,   that   she   won't   hear   from  me.   I 

I   just  want  to  impress  upon  you  that   if  know  it  will  be  a  big  strain  to  her,   so  I 

you   grow   up   to  be   the   young   man   that  want  you  boys  to  help  her  as  much  as  pos- 

Mother  and  Dad  want  and  teach  you  to  be,  sible.  Dad  will  be  worried,  too,  but  won't 

things  will  be  much  nicer  and  brighter  for  show  it  perhaps  as  much,  so  just  be  as  good 

you.  At  times  the  wrong  thing  will  seem  and  helpful  as  you  can.  Thanks ! 

much  better  and  more  fun,  but  just  remem-  Best  wishes  and  may  God  bless  you  al- 

ber  the  consequences.  ways, 

As  long  as  I  seem  to  be  preaching  a  ser-  Your  best  pal, 

mon,  I  want  to  ask  a  big  favor  of  you.  You  George 


/   HAVE   lived   in   a   small   hamlet   some   fifteen   years,   where   children    grow   up   fast. 
Before  we  know  it  the  baby  boys  of  a  few  years  ago  are  grown  men. 

Every  now  and  then  some  young  soldier  comes  home  on  furlough  and  drops  in  to 
see  the  old  man  who  used  to  let  him  romp  over  the  lawn. 

The  war  has  done  a  lot  to  my  young  friends.  They  come  back  from  the  hell  of 
baftle  changed  beings.  Their  muscles  are  as  hard  as  iron;  they're  erect,  clear-eyed 
and  mentally  matured.  One  of  these  men  came  in  to  see  me  the  other  day. 

"On  the  battlefield,"  he  said,  "we  are  fighting  because  it  is  the  right  thing  to  do. 
We  love  our  country,  of  course,  and  feel  the  inspiration  of  our  patriotism.  But,  right 
or  wrong,  whether  we  want  to  or  not,  we  have  to  kill  or  be  killed. 

"On  the  other  hand,  we  will  bind  up  the  wounds  of  an  individual  enemy  in  ar\ 
emergency,  and  save  his  life  if  we  can. 

"I  was  a  hospital  orderly  and  came  upon  a  boy  enemy  who  was  dying.  He  was 
horribly  torn  apart,  poor  kid!  The  American  chaplain  was  busy  with  our  own  boys, 
but  when  I  told  him  about  the  dying  boy  he  at  once  knelt  in  the  mud  beside  the 
enemy    lad,    prayed    with    him    and    closed    that    boy's    eyes    as    he    breathed    his    last. 

"I  couldn't  keep  the  back  the  tears  as  I  thought  of  the  words  of  Jesus  on  the 
Cross:  'Father,  forgive  them,  for  they  know  not  what  they  do.' 

"That  scene  at  the  side  of  the  dying  enemy  put  a  good  feeling  in  my  heart.  I 
knew  then  that  we  Americans  who  have  to  fight  don't  hate  the  other  men  we  are 
fighting.  We  hate  the  inhuman  systems  that  have  caused  this  war!  This  knowledge,  I 
believe,  will  make  us  better  citizens  and  bigger  men." 

That  fine*young  soldier  left  something  in  my  den  that  seemed  to  make  it  holy 
ground. 

Blessed  are  the  merciful,  boys,  for  they  shall  obtain  mercy. 

— Henry    F.    Milans    in    "Red    Shield"    magazine 


Perhaps  you  have  a  flare  for  things 
mechanical  or  artistic — then  take  a 
look  at  the  printing  trade,  for  it 
offers     3     variety     of     opportunities 


Skilled  Zmdes-PrintiHg 


III 


WHITE  collars  or  coveralls— which  will 
you  wear  when  you  come  home?  In 
normal  times  more  than  one-fourth  of  our 
nation's  workers  are  in  skilled  jobs  in 
manufacturing-  and  mechanical  industries, 
which  means  that  the  majority  of  you  will 
find  your  new  work  or  take  up  your  old 
right  here.  That  will  be  all  to  the  good  for 
a  number  of  reasons,  such  as :  the  fact  that 
the  skilled  trades  are  usually  less  crowded 
than  many  of  the  professions  and  other 
so-called  white  collar  jobs,  earnings  may 
be  as  much  as  or  even  more  than  in  these 
more  crowded  fields,  and  you  may  have  a 
chance  to  start  out  on  your  own  after  you 
have  mastered  your  trade. 

Suppose  we  look  first  at  the  printing 
trades  and  the  future  there,  for  our  GIs. 
One  of  the  chief  advantages  of  the  printing 
industry  is  the  wide  choice  of  jobs — actually 
there  are  more  than  a  hundred  crafts  repre- 
sented here  and  in  allied  trades.  If  you  have 
discovered  in  your  service  for  L^ncle  Sam 
that  you  possess  marked  mechanical  ability, 
you  may  find  a  place  in  a  pressroom,  bind- 
ery or  in  a  composing  room  in  such  jobs  as 
type  designer,  linotype  operator,  monotype 
'1  operator,  hand  compositor,  stonehand,.make- 


(//.  Armstroity  Roberts) 


Routing  machhve,   in   photo  engraving   plant 
cutting  azvay  dead  metal  from  set   of  plates 


B 


yM.  R.   LINCENFELTER 


up  man,  or  as  a  proofreader  or  copyholder. 

If  you  start  out  in  the  composing"  room 
you  may  become  a  linotype  operator,  which 
means  that  you  will  operate  a  keyboard 
machine  somewhat  like  a  typewriter.  You 
will  punch  keys  which  release  molds  of  the 
letters.  These  molds  are  filled  with  molten 
metal  which,  when  hardened,  become  slugs 
or  lines  of  type.  Better  not  attempt  this 
work, .  though,  unless  you  enjoy  working 
under  high  pressure. 

The  monotype  operator  punches  holes 
in  a  strip  of  paper  which  is  then  turned 
over  to  the  monotype  caster  whose  machine 
sets  the  type  according  to  the  perforations 
that  have  been  made  in  the  paper.  Mental 
alertness,  patience  and  neatness  are  essential 
for  composing  machine  operators.  x-Vrtistic 
sense  and  initiative  will  be  helpful  as  well, 
if  you  hope  to  move  upward  in  this  field. 

The  hand  compositor  sets  type  by  hand 
for  headlines,  title  pages  of  books,  adver- 
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tisements,  letterheads  and  so  on.  Accuracy 
and  speed  are  important  here  and,  above  all, 
the  ability  to  spell. 

Composing-room  workers  may  be  com- 
pelled to  work  at  night  on  newspapers  that 
issue  morning  editions.  Working  condi- 
tions are  usually  rather  good  except  for 
the  noise  of  your  own  machines  and  the 
din  which  may  reach  you  from  the  press- 
room. Here  you  will  have  the  opportunity 
of  working  up  to  a  position  as  foreman  of 
this  division  or  of  moving  on  to  higher 
supervisory  positions. 

Varied  Qualities   Needed 

Proofreaders  and  copyholders  have  the 
job  of  checking  on  errors  made  by  the  com- 
positors. The  copyholder  reads  copy  to 
the  proofreader  who  compares  the  proof 
with  the  original  copy.  Here  keen  eyesight 
is  needed,  ability  to  concentrate  on  the  job, 
and  a  clear,  pleasant  voice  which  will  not 
grate  on  the  proofreaders'  ears.  We  must 
warn  you,  though,  that  this  is  a  phase  of  the 
printing  business  which  can  become  ex- 
ceedingly irksome  and  monotonous. 

The  stonehand  is  the  person  who  fits  the 
type  into  a  steel  frame  and  locks  up  the 
form  before  it  is  sent  to  the  pressroom. 
He  sees  that  pages  are  arranged  correctly 
and  that  the  galleys  are  wedged  so  tightly 
that  nothing  can  fall  out. 

The  make-up  man  separates  the  galleys 
of  type  into  proper  length  for  book  pages, 
inserts  cuts  of  illustrations,  chapter  head- 
ings, page  numbers,  and  the  like.  He  in- 
serts strips  of  metal  which  make  the  white 
space  between  lines  and  paragraphs. 

Now  for  the  pressroom.  Among  the  jobs 
here  are:  flyboys  or  apprentices,  platen 
press  feeders,  platen  pressmen,  cylinder 
press  feeder,  cylinder  pressmen,  web  press- 
men, press-room  foreman.  The  flyboy  or 
"printer's  devil"  does  all  sorts  of  odd  jobs 
until  he  gains  experience  required  for  work 
as  a  press  feeder.  The  platen  pressman 
prints   chiefly   small   jobs   of  the  sort  that 


come  to  job-printing  establishments.  Cylin- 
der pressmen  run  the  cylinder  presses  which 
are  used  for  book  and  magazine  printing. 
The  web  pressman  operates  the  huge 
presses  of  newspapers.  These  men  have  the 
task  of  seeing  that  ink  mixtures  are  exactly 
right,  that  the  machines  are  in  repair,  and 
so  on.  Today  these  machines  are  usually 
run  automatically,  thus  doing  away  with 
the  job  of  feeder  except  in  small  job-print- 
ing establishments. 

Photo-engravers,  electrotypers,  stereo- 
typers  and  lithographers  perform  special- 
ized work  which  calls  for  real  skill  as  well 
as  understanding  of  metals  and  chemicals 
and  of  the  effect  of  chemicals  on  metals. 
These  workers  prepare  illustrations,  de- 
signs, etc.,  on  metals  or  stone  so  that  they 
can   be    reproduced    on    paper    in   quantity. 

The  offset  process  of  printing  has  been 
an  interesting  development  in  the  litho- 
graphic field  which  offers  many  possibilities 
for  the  future.  Work  opportunities  in  lithog- 
raph}^ include  designing,  photography,  en- 
graving and  plate  preparation,  art  work, 
proofing,  transferring,  p'resswork,  and  the 
final  stages  of  cutting,  sorting  and  sending. 
Ex-camera  club  members  may  put  their 
hobby  to  work  here,  but  they  must  be  extra 
good.  One  of  my  printer  friends  had  this  to 
say  on  that  point :  "The  difference  between 
good  and  poor  offset  is  good  photography." 

For   Those    with    an   Artistic    Bent 

Photo-engraving  will  appeal  to  the  per- 
son with  artistic  tastes  and  ability.  The 
exceptional  person  here  may  become  a  free- 
lance worker  or  he  may  find  a  good  job  in 
the  art  department  of  a  large  advertising 
agency  or  in  the  advertising  department  of  | 
a  manufacturing  plant  or  department  store. 

The  stereotyper  must  have  skill  in 
manipulating  hot  metals  and  in  handling 
tools.  He  must  not  be  afraid  of  heat.  This 
is  one  of  the  most  trying  jobs  in  the  print- 
ing trade. 

W^ork  in  a  bindery  can  be  as  fascinating 
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and  absorbing  as  any  of  the  printing  occu- 
pations, regardless  of  whether  the  work  is 
on  binding  books,  magazines,  pamphlets, 
loose-leaf  covers,  etc.  The  task  of  keeping 
the  machines  of  the  bindery  in  repair  is 
usually  highly  skilled  mechanical  work. 
In  a  bindery  you  can  work  up  to  a  position 
as  foreman  of  a  department  but  you  are 
not  likely  to  go  far  beyond  this  point. 

You  girls  in  the  service  may  break  into 
the  printing  industry  through  clerical  jobs 
or  in  such  jobs  in  a  bindery  as  gathering, 
collating  and  stitching.  Sometimes  girls 
develop  a  high  degree  of  skill  in  hand-bind- 
ing and  hand  tooling  of  fine  bindings. 

What  About  Promotions? 

Promotions  are  likely  to  come  regularly 
to  the  person  who  throws  himself  whole- 
heartedly into  his  work  in  any  phase  of  the 
printing  trades.  ^Moreover,  there  is  always 
the  possibility  of  striking  out  for  yourself 
in  operating  a  printing  establishment  of 
j'our  own.  Remember,  though,  that  this 
takes  considerably  more  than  t5'-pe,  a  press 
and  ink.  Overhead  must  be  considered  for 
such  items  as  rent,  maintenance,  non-pro- 
ductive time  such  as  putting  type  back  in 
cases,  for  outside  sales  w^ork  and  the  like. 
You  will  need  to  build  up  a  reputation  for 
speedy,  reliable  service,  too,  for  people 
who  want  printing  done  in  a  hurry  will  look 
for  that  kind  of  service. 

What  about  education  and  training  for 
these  trades?  High  school  education — or  its 
equivalent — is  required  for  most  of  these 
jobs.  You  must  know  how  to  spell  and  how 
to  recognize  incorrect  English  when  you 
see  it.  Training  for  the  printing  trades  may 
be  secured  in  trade  schools,  in  technical 
high  schools,  through  apprenticeship,  or  by 
entering  a  shop  in  a  minor  job  and  learn- 
ing while  working. 

In  the  process  of  digging  up  the  latest 
information  on  jobs  for  these  articles,  your 
author  discovered  a  program  for  helping 
veterans    secure   jobs   in   the  graphic   arts. 


This  program  which  is  sponsored  b}^  the 
Typothetae  of  Philadelphia  is  becoming 
known  as  the  "Philadelphia  Plan."  This  is 
the  way  the  plan  works : 

The  Veterans  Administration  tests  the 
applicant  for  adaptability  and  other  qualities 
necessary  for  this  industry.  If  approved,  he 
is  sent  to  the  offices  of  the  Rehabilitation 
Committee. 

An  interview  will  be  arranged  with  com- 
mittee members  for  the  particular  craft  in 
which  the  applicant  wishes  to  be  enrolled. 
If  he  is  accepted  b}-  the  committee,  a  train- 
ing program  will  be  outlined.  Where  pos- 
sible, preliminary  training  will  be  in  a 
school.  In  Philadelphia,  applicant's  for  Hand 
Composition,  Linotype  and  Presswork  will 
get  their  preliminary  training  at  Dobbins 
Vocational  School,  although  other  schools 
expect  to  participate  in  the  program. 

This  preliminary  school  training  serves 
several  purposes.  First,  it  will  help  you 
through  the  difficult  period  of  mental  and 
physical  adjustment  that  is  likely  to  occur 
when  you  come  home.  Second,  it  wnll  be  a 
real  test  as  to  aptitude  and  w^ill  result  in 
early  discovery  of  lack  of  ability  or  interest. 
Third,  the  school  is  prepared  to  give  each 
of  these  applicants  individual,  intensive  in- 
struction. Rate  of  progress  will  be  deter- 
mined entirely  by  the  ability  of  the  person. 
Fourth,  the  intensive  training  he  will  re- 
ceive in  school  will  make  the  veteran  a  use- 
ful and  profitable  employee  from  the  first 
day  in  the  shop. 

In  the  crafts  where  school  training  is  ] 
not  available,  the  applicant  will  be  put  |! 
right  into  job  training,  unless,  in  the  judg- 
ment of  the  Veterans  Administration,  the 
man  should  first  have  time  for  adjustment. 
In  such  case  he  would  go  to  school  and 
courses  would  be  selected  that  would  help 
him  prepare  for  his  shop  work.  For  ex- 
ample, a  course  in  commercial  art  would 
definitely  help  prepare  a  veteran  for  photo- 
engraving and  for  various  jobs  in  offset 
houses. 
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As  soon  as  a  man  is  enrolled,  the  com- 
mittee endeavors  to  find  a  job  for  him  to 
go  to  upon  completion  of  his  school  train- 
ing. The  certainty  of  a  job  ahead  will  act 
as  an  incentive  and  may  go  far  toward  help- 
ing a  man  return  to  a  normal  place  in 
civilian  life.  After  the  veteran  has  been 
assigned  to  a  shop  his  employer  will  make 
a  monthly  report  of  the  man's  progress  to 
the  committee  which  in  turn  will  forward 
this  report  to  the  Veterans  Administration. 
During  this  training  period,  the  veteran  will 
receive  increased  pension  from  the  govern- 
ment according  to  the  scale  set  by  the  GI 
Bill  of  Rights. 

Mr.  Emil  Mueller,  chairman  of  this  com- 
mittee, described  the  program  for  me  and 
told  me  about  case  after  case  of  successful 
placement.  "It  is  reaching  the  point,"  he 
said,  "that  employers  call  me  up  and  ask  if 
I  have  any  more  men  on  my  list  like  the 
ones  I  have  sent  to  them." 

Here  is  one  case  of  a  bad  shock  case  who, 
upon  discharge,  tried  a  job  in  an  airplane 
plant.  The  noise  was  too  much  for  him  and 
back  to  the  hospital  he  went.  Next  he  tried 
an  extremely  quiet  job  in  a  plastics  plant 
but  here  it  was  too  quiet  for  him.  As  a 
next  step  an  adviser  in  the  Veterans  Ad- 
ministration brought  the  man  to  the  chair- 
man of  the  Typothetae  for  advice  and  sug- 
gestions. This  was  not  an  easy  task  as  the 
man  was  not  fit  to  go  to  work.  He  could 
not  concentrate,  lacked  interest  in  anything, 
and  replied  to  questions  only  in  monosylla- 
{Next  month:  "OpporU 


bles.  It  was  suggested  that  he  might  try 
the  pressroom  of  the  vocational  school  to 
see  if  the  rhythmic  noise  there  might  be 
bearable.  He  agreed  to  try  it  and  after 
three  weeks  at  school  discovered  that  the 
noise  was  actually  beneficial. 

After  five  months  at  the  school,  circum- 
stances made  it  necessary  for  the  young  man 
to  stop  school  and  go  to  work.  He  was  sent 
to  a  printing  establishment  in  the  city  and 
entered  at  the  rate  of  $1.13  per  hour. 
Eventually  he  will  make  $54.50  per  week 
which  will  take  about  four  years.  At  pres- 
ent he  receives  $103.50  as  his  disability  rate 
from  the  government  in  addition  to  his 
weekly  wages. 

On  this  matter  of  earnings  that  are  pos- 
sible in  these  trades  we  secured  the  follow- 
ing information  from  the  Typothetae  of 
Philadelphia : 

*'The  rate  of  pay  in  the  Graphic  Arts  is  about  as 
hig-h  as  you  can  get  in  the  skilled  trades,"  stated 
their  spokesman.  "The  average  is  from  one  dollar 
to  $1.60  per  hour  depending  upon  the  area  and 
the  craft.  Some  workers  go  higher  and  others 
lower  and,  of  course,  the  rate  varies  from  city  to 
city  and  according  to  crafts." 

Of  one  thing  you  may  be  sure,  if  you  are 
interested  in  the  printing  trades,  the  printers 
of  America  are  eager  and  willing  to  help 
you  get  off  to  a  good  start.  Most  of  them 
realize  that  their  industry  is  a  "natural"  for 
the  veteran  who  comes  back  with  a  dis- 
ability and  wants  an  opportunity  to  lead  a 
useful  life. 
tnifies  in  /igriciilture") 


/T  NUMBER  of  young  men  are  needed  as  instructors  in  varied  fields,  including 
English,  Chemistry,  Civil  Engineering,  Economics,  Mathematics  and  General  Science 
at  the  American  University  of  Beirut,  Beirut,  Lebanon;  and  in  Electrical  and  Mechanical 
Engineering,  General  Science,  Chemistry,  Mathematics  and  English  at  Robert  College, 
Istanbul,  Turkey. 

Applicants  should  have  a  college  education.  No  experience  in  teaching  is  necessary 
if  the  applicant  possesses  the  personality  and  initiative  necessary  in  handling  students. 
Teaching  is  entirely  in  English.  Period  of  contract  would  be  three  years,  beginning 
this  summer.  Candidates  should  apply  for  further  information  to  the  Near  East  College 
Association,  Room   1707,  50  West  50th  Street,  New  York  20,  N.  Y. 


It's     remarkable     what     any     fellow 
can  do  when  he   makes  up  his  mind 


By    CPL.     C.     PAUL     STATHUS 


BILL  CRAMSTON  was  a  regular  guy. 
I  got  to  like  him  the  first  time  I  saw 
him.  Sure,  he  acted  a  little  funny.  But  then 
again,  I  guess  we  all  did  when  first  we  hit 
the  Army  Rehabilitation  Center.  I  was 
hobbling  around  on  my  new  leg  most  of 
the  time,  but  I  still  had  a  chance  to  get 
acquainted  with  Bill.  He  was  a  staff  ser- 
geant, tall,  rather  nice  looking,  and  kind 
of  quiet  and  serious.  He  never  did  talk  any 
too  much.  Ale,  I'm  different.  I  talk  a  lot, 
and    never    get    too    serious    about    things. 

We  had  one  thing  in  common  though — 
we  both  had  lost  a  leg.  Neither  of  us  talked 
much  about  that. 

Time  came  around  for  fitting  Bill  with  a 
new  limb,  and  he  raised  a  fuss  about  it  the 
first  couple  of  days.  Said  he  never  would 
get  used  to  it,  and  almost  resigned  himself 
to  the  fact  that  he  had  to  carry  his  crutches 
around  with  him  the  rest  of  his  life.  I  tried 
to  tell  him  differently,  but  he  wouldn't 
listen.  He  just  took  things  the  hard  way, 
I  guess.  Sure,  I  don't  like  the  idea  of  hav- 
ing my  leg  shot  off,  but  what  can  you  do? 
Just  grin  and  bear  it — that's  what  I  always 
say. 

Then,  too,  I  had  no  one  to  worry  about, 
and  no  one  to  worry  about  me.  I'm  single, 
and  no  folks  or  relatives  to  speak  of.  With 


Just   as  we  walked   info   the   visitors   room.    Bill 
spotted  them  and  almost  ran  into  Laura's  arms. 


Bill  It  was  different.  He  had  a  w^fe,  and  a 
kid  of  about  three  that  he  hadn't  seen  for 
over  two  years. 

Captain  Schrader,  the  Army  surgeon, 
had  told  him  that  he  could  send  for  them 
now,  and  that  they  would  be  allowed  to 
stay  and  visit  with  him.  At  first,  that 
seemed  to  cheer  Bill  up,  but  then  he  fell  to 
thinking  again  and  worried  worse  than  ever. 

"Can't  you.  see,  Bob,"  he  told  me.  "I 
can't  have  Laura  and  Jacky  see  me  in  this 
condition." 

"Look,"  I  said,  trying  to  sound  convinc- 
ing, "what  are  3'ou  worrying  about?  You 
just  wrote  to  the  wife  about  her  coming 
here.  By  the  time  she  gets  train  reserva- 
tions, and  travels  out  here,  you'll  be  as  fit 
as  a  fiddle — ^110  crutches  or  anything." 

He  turned  the  thing  over  in  his  mind  and 
shook  his  head  gloomily. 

"Besides,"  I  went  on. 


youve  written  to 
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her  about  your  leg.  It  isn't  as  though  she 
doesn't  know." 

Bill  still  looked  perplexed.  "Well,  funny 
part  about  it  is  that  I  don't  know  how 
Laura  feels  about  the  whole  thing.  When 
it  first  happened  and  I  wrote  to  her,  she 
never  seemed  to  be  very  concerned.  Never 
did  mention  it  after  a  while,  so — well,  now 
I  don't  know  what  to  think." 

I  COULD  see  where  the  thing  was  a  little 
ticklish  all  right,  but  I  still  thought  he 
didn't  have  to  carry  on  the  way  he  did. 

Well,  the  days  got  to  passing  and  Bill 
still  went  around  as  if  he  didn't  have  a 
friend  in  the  world.  He  still  argued  that  he 
couldn't  walk  without  the  crutches,  but  in 
another  week  I    saw  him  limping  around. 

"I've  got  to  walk,"  he  answered  me  when 
I  spoke  to  him  about  it.  "Laura  and  Jacky 
will  be  here  next  Tuesday,  and  I  can't  have 
them  thinking  I'm  a  cripple." 

By  the  time  Tuesday  came  around,  Bill 
was  ready  to  have  a  stroke.  I  was  with  him 
in  the  library  when  the  nurse  came  in  and 
said  the  wife  and  boy  were  waiting  for 
him  downstairs.  For  some  reason  that  I 
still  haven't  figured  out,  he  asked  me  to  go 
along  with  him.  So,  we  started  down  the 
stairs,  with  me  on  the  outside,  sort  of 
covering  up  on  any  limp  he  might  have. 
Just  as  we  walked  into  the  visitors  room, 
Bill  spotted  them  and  almost  ran  into 
Laura's  waiting  arms.  That  was  a  mistake 
on  his  part — the  running,  I  mean — ^for  he 
wasn't  used  to  that  sort  of  thing.  It  all 
happened  pretty  fast.  I  saw  Bill  sort  of 
cave  in  as  he  reached  her.  She  straightened 
him  up  and  kissed  him  before  anyone  could 
say  anything.  To  make  things  worse,  Jacky 
was  tugging  at  his  pants  leg  for  attention. 


Anybody  could  see  that  Bill  had  tripped. 
That  is,  anybody  but  Laura.  She  was  too 
busy    now    laughing    and    talking    to    him. 

I  stood  around  sort  of  lost  until  Bill 
finally  got  to  introducing  me.  Laura  flashed 
me  a  smile  and  then  looked  back  to  Bill 
who  had  squatted  down  on  his  good  leg 
and  was  hugging  Jacky  tightly  in  his  arms. 
As  he  stood  up,  Laura  was  there  with  more 
conversation. 

I  had  never  seen  a  girl  like  her  before. 
She  seemed  so  happy  it  sort  of  bubbled  over 
all  the  time.  She  kept  joking  and  laughing 
and  reminding  Bill  of  the  good  times  they 
used  to  have,  and  telling  him  of  the  good 
times  they  were  going*  to  have  again.  Yes, 
she  was  a  fast  number,  all  right.  Too  fast 
for  Bill,  I  thought.  But  after  a  while,  I 
saw  Bill  losing  that  tired,  worried  look  he 
always  had,  and  he  started  talking  and 
laughing  just  as  fast  as  Laura.  I  couldn't 
believe  it  at  first — that  a  fellow  who  was 
as  serious  as  Bill  could  change  so  quickly — 
but  he  did.  So,  I  got  to  thinking  it  was 
this   girl  Laura  that  made  the  difference. 

\y  ELL,  I  had  a  feeling  I  was  in  the  way, 
so  I  made  up  an  excuse  as  though  I  had 
to  go  somewhere  and  I  walked  off.  I  don't 
know  why,  but  I  was  feeling  a  little  low.  I 
was  the  fellow  who  was  going  to  grin  and 
bear  it,  and  thought  Bill  was  dragging  him- 
self down.  Now,  I  was  grinning  maybe,  but 
he  was  laughing.  And  all  because  of  a 
woman — a  woman  who  didn't  care  if  you 
had  an  artificial  leg,  but  laughed  you  into 
thinking  everything  was  the  way  it  should 
be.  And  me — well,  I'm  single.  Don't  even 
have  any  prospects.  But  still  I  can't  help 
wondering  if  somewhere  there  might  be 
some  girl — a  girl  like  Laura — for  me. 


/HE  following  classified  ad  appeared  in  the  Rattier,  newspaper  of  the  Army  Air 
Force  base  at  Pyote,  Tex.:  "Whoever  swiped  my  girl's  picture  out  of  my  foot  locker, 
go   ahead    and    keep    it.   She   hasn't   written    to    me    for    two    months.    You'll    be   sorry." 


BEAT  YOU  THERE 


By  WINBURN  T.  THOMAS 

iGeneral  Secretary,  Student  Volunteer  Movement) 


THE  places  where  many  of  j^ou  are  sta- 
tioned may  be  forlorn  and  unfriendly. 
But  if  you  imagine  yourselves  to  be  the 
first  Westerners  to  set  foot  there,  you 
probably  are  wrong.  The  missionary  has 
been  nearly  everywhere,  and  it  is  likely  that 
he  beat  3^ou  there. 

If  3'our  notion  of  a  missionary  is  a  sober- 
faced,  umbrella-toting,  gum-shoed  preacher, 
sitting  in  the  shade  of  a  palm  tree  drinking 
lemonade,  you  will  have  difficulty  locating 
him.  Chances  are,  what  you  will  find  instead 
'  is  a  doctor,  a  teacher,  a  nurse,  an  experi- 
enced farmer  or  a  housewife  helping  the 
people  who  are  ignorant,  ill  or  depressed 
to  attain  a  more  abundant  life.  You  should 
look  for  him,  therefore,  in  a  hospital,  school, 
church  or  a  home  ministering  to  the  sick, 
the  illiterate. 

The  missionary  is  a  fellow  you  should  get 
to  know.  Very  likely  you  can  find  one  or 
more  near  the  area  where  you  are  stationed. 
You  should  seek  him  out  because : 

i  1.  Yon  have  much  in  common.  You  both 
I  come  from  Christian  backgrounds.  The 
missionary  may  well  be  lonely,  anxious  to 
see  someone  from  the  States,  and  you  may 
need  to  be  reminded  of  your  comrades 
fighting  the  causes  of  war  on  the  civilian 
front — and  who  will  continue  to  do  so  long 
after  you  are  demobilized. 


2.  You  need  to  see  the  people  through 
his  eyes.  The  customs,  the  market  places, 
the  methods  (or  lack)  of  sewerage  disposal, 
the  ways  people  do  things,  the  kinds  of 
clothes  they  wear,  may  seem  strange  to 
you.  They  wouldn't  if  you  knew  the  people 
as  the  missionary  knows  them. 

To  him  the  natives  are  not  half-naked 
savages  or  dirty  heathens,  but  underprivi- 
leged brothers — and  in  many  instances  his 
intellectual  and  cultural  superiors — for 
whom  he  has  a  Christian  responsibilitj^  He 
recognizes  that  they  had  no  more  choice 
than  did  you  as  to  their  birthplace,  that 
morality  is  a  matter  of  the  will  rather  than 
skin  color.  The  people  to  him  are  just  folks, 
good  and  bad,  who  need  to  know  that  God 
loves    them.    And    he's    out    to    tell    them. 

3.  YoiL  need  to  hno-w  the  missionary's 
approach  to  zcorld  order.  You  have  learned 
already  that  the  job  of  making  the  world 
better  begins  after  your  task  is  finished. 
You  can't  change  what's  inside  a  man  by 
pointing  a  gun  at  him.  You've  got  to  work 
on  his  attitudes  and  purposes — which  is  just 
what  the  missionary  is  doing. 

The  world  has  discovered  what  happens 
when  a  Chiang  Kai-shek  shifts  his  loyalty 
to  Christ— not  he  alone  but  the  world"  ad- 
vances with  his  step  in  that  direction.  To 
have  peace  and  good  will,  we  must  have  an 

J3 


14 


THE  LINK 


Volume  3 


international  order ;  the  inissionary  is  prac- 
ticing internationalism  while  the  rest  of  us 
are  just  talking  about  it. 

Some  of  you  may  be  kept  against  your 
wills  in  liberated  and  occupied  areas  long 
after  the  fighting  ceases ;  the  missionar}^ 
wants  to  get  back  there,  for  that  is  where 
the  people  of  his  heart  live.  He  knows  their 
language,  their  problems.  As  a  Chinese 
sage  expressed  it.  "The  missionary  knows 
how  to  scratch  where  we  itch !" 

4.  Yoii-  need  to  see  Christian  lend-lease 
in  action.  Missions  are  reallocating  the 
resources  of  the  world  Christian  commu- 
nity. The  missionary  (and  the  Church 
through  him)  goes  abroad  not  because  they 
aren't  needed  at  home,  for  they  are  needed 
badly   in  America. 

But  just  as  military  supplies  have  been 
diverted  to  Britain,  Russia  and  China  in 
order  that  the  global  war  might  be  fought 
more  efficiently,  so  is  it  necessary  that  re- 
sources of  the  Christian  Church  be  divided 
according  to  men's  needs.  The  hospitals,  the 
churches,  the  schools  to  be  found  in  ninety- 
five  areas  of  the  world  are  distributing 
depots    for    Christian    lend-lease    supplies. 

5.  You  must  be  prepared  to  share  zvhaf 
you  have  seen.  At  the  same  time  Japan 
went  into  Manchuria,  the  "Layman's  In- 
quiry" was  sent  out  by  American  church- 
men to  study  and  evaluate  missions.  Since 
Pearl  Harbor  your  letters  have  told  how 
many  of  you  already  have  found  the  mis- 
sionary. Your  unofficial  layman's  inquiry 
has  stimulated  interest  in  missions. 

We  want  to  know  what  kind  of  impact 
Christianity  has  made  where  you've  been. 
We  will  ask  you  upon  your   return  about 


the  Church  and  Christians  you've  seen  and 
known.  Better  get  your  information  first- 
hand ! 

If  you  don't  find  a  missionary,  then  get 
acquainted  with  some  native  Christians. 
You  need  to  see  for  yourself  the  power  of 
Christian  faith  in  the  lives  of  these  first- 
generation  Christians.  The}'-  know  why 
they  are  followers  of  Christ,  and  are  willing 
to  suffer  for  their  convictions. 

Hundreds  of  you  in  the  South  Pacific 
area  would  have  made  the  main  course  at  a 
cannibal  feast  had  not  the  missionary 
wn-ought  changes.  You  can  thank  him  that 
you  were  saved  rather  than  eaten. 

6.  You  need  to  knozv  zvhaf  makes  the 
missionary  "click."  Christ  drives  the  mis- 
sionary to  live  in  a  strange  land;  Christ 
changes  cannibals  into  flesh-and-blood 
angels ;  Christ  converts  a  Chinese  war  lord 
into  a  humanitarian  statesman.  The  mission- 
ary knows  that  Christ  "comes  through"  all 
the  time,  and  especially  in  the  pinch.  He  is 
a  real  friend  who  usually  happens  to  be 
going  the  believer's  way. 

You're  up  against  something  pretty  big 
and  difficult  yourself.  You  need  someone  to 
go  along  with  you — a  God  no  rocket  bomb 
can  destroy,  a  God  no  sub  can  sink. 

7.  You  need  his  help  in  making  your  post- 
zvar  plans.  How  are  you  going  to  make 
3^our  life  count  so  that  your  children  won't 
have  to  do  again  what  your  father  did  and 
you  are  doing? 

If  you  want  to  make  j-our  postwar  plans 
along  this  line,  see  your  chaplain,  and  write 
for  lists  of  openings  and  training  require- 
ments to :  Student  Volunteer  Movement, 
156  Fifth  Ave.,  New  York  10.  N.  Y. 


^HOSE  WHO  MAKE  religion  to  consist  in  the  contempt  of  this  world  and  its  enjoy- 
ments are  under  a  very  fatal  and  dangerous  mistake.  As  life  is  the  gift  of  heaven,  it  is 
religion  to  enjoy  it.  He,  therefore,  who  can  be  happy  in  himself  and  contributes  all  in 
his  power  toward  the  happiness  of  others  answers  most  effectually  the  ends  of  his 
creation,    is    an    honor    to    his    nature    and    a    pattern    to    mankind. — Joseph    Addison 


THE 

MARKS 

OF 


Your      speech      betrayeth      you — and      your 
background.    Watch    your    language,    fellow! 


THE  marks  of  real  manhood  are  not 
made  by  seeing  how  low  we  can  fall, 
how  little  we  can  think,  or  how  vulgar  we 
can  speak.  A  real  man  is  marked  b}^  his  at- 
tainments in  the  fields  of  living,  thinking 
and  speaking.  It  is  easy  for  anyone  to  slide 
to  the  depths,  but  it  takes  strength  to  strive 
for  the  heights. 

^^'ould  it  not  be  well  to  set  some  definite 
standards  for  ourselves  in  regard  to  our 
living,  thinking  and  speaking?  Why  should 
we  do  any  different  out  here  than  we  would 
in  the  best  societ}'  at  home?  Why  should 
our  language  be  one  thing  one  day  and  an- 
other the  next  ? ,  A  good  standard  to  main- 
tain is,  "Strive  in  all  waj^s  to  be  a  better 
man  when  you  return  than  you  were  when 
}ou  left ;  therefore,  do  not  take  up  any 
habits  now  that  would  not  have  been  ac- 
cepted in  choice  company  before." 

One  does  not  have  to  go  far  in  the  service 
to  find  the  air  filled  with  language  that  cer- 
tainly is  far  different  from  that  we  would 
want  used  in  our  homes.  If  the  minds  of 
our  men  were  really  as  corrupt  as  their 
language  would  indicate,  we  would  have 
little  right  to  return  to  a  society  that  strives 
for  cleanliness  and  righteousness.  I,  for 
one,  would  never  want  to  believe  that  men 


By     CHAPLAIN     W.     CHARLES    COE 

• 
really  feel  the  \vay  they  talk.  It  seems  only 
to  be  a  matter  of  not  taking  time  to  think 
about  the  question. 

Two  types  of  language  that  oft'end  in  the 
service  are  profanity  and  obscenity.  Profan- 
ity deals  with  God's  name  and  obscenity 
with  bodily  actions.  Usually  both  t^pes 
escape  from  the  same  lips. 

If  these  terms  were  expressive,  or  if  they 
served  some  definite  purpose,  there  might 
be  some  justification  for  their  use.  The 
only  excuse  given  by  men  who  habitually 
indulge  in  profanity  and  obscenity  Is  that  it 
helps  to  "let'  off  steam."  Really,  though,  no 
steam  is  successfully  let  off  in  that  manner 
and  nothing  iS  adequately  described  by  the 
language.  Someone  has  made  the  alibi  that 
it  takes  fewer  words  to  describe  things  or 
activities  in  an  obscene  manner;  but  that 
does  not  hold  water,  for  usually  in  any 
profane  expression  it  is  discovered  that  the 
words  used  are  superfluous  all  together; 
that  is,  they  are  just  added  where  no  words 
are  necessary,  or  the  condition  could  ade- 
quately be  described  by  even  fewer  words. 
I  could  give  examples,  but  I'll  let  you 
think  about  that  yourself. 
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If  you  have  contracted  the  habit  of  using" 
profane  or  obscene  terms  to  express  your- 
self try  this :  When  the  words  come  to  your 
mind,  first  see  if  any  words  are  necessary 
in  that  part  of  the  sentence.  If  they  are, 
try  to  substitute  some  that  are  really  de- 
scriptive, 

I've  seen  many  a  man  highly  embarrassed 
because  unwittingly  he  let  loose  a  foul 
expression  when  in  a  situation  where  it  was 
completely  out  of  place.  Why  not  control 
the  habit  now,  and  avoid  these  disturbances 
later? 

Alany  among  those  service  men  who  one 
da}^  will  prove  the  truth  of  the  glib  state- 
ment, "There  are  no  atheists  in  foxholes," 
are  now  constantly  damning  and  taking  in 
vain    the    same    God    and    His    Son,    Jesus 


Christ,  upon  whom  they  will  then  call  for 
protection.  You  would  not  expect  a  man, 
if  thought  so  lightly  of,  to  give  you  much 
help.  But  yet  you  ask  and  expect  it  of  God  1 
The  book  could  be  thrown  at  you  and  we 
might  say,  "Don't  do  this  because  Navy  and 
Army  regulations  say  not  to,"  but  that 
would  not  accomplish  much,  even  though 
it  could  be  enforced.  We  ask  you  on  an- 
other ground,  and  that  is  from  your  desire 
to  be  a  decent  member  of  the  society  of 
which  you  are  a  part.  Finally,  the  plea  is 
made  on  the  grounds  on  which  I  like  to 
deal  with  all  real  men.  Let  us,  as  men, 
accept  the  challenge  of  clean,  righteous  liv- 
ing, and  herewith  turn  our  thoughts,  actions 
and  speech  toward  that  which  we  know  is 
right.  I 


"4    FOOD  FOR   THOUGHT    }3f- 

TiiE  TWO  MOST  IMPORTANT  muscles  ivhlck  operate  zvithouf  the  direction  of 
the  brain  are  the  heart  and  the  tongue. 

A  PENNY  zvill  hide  the  biggest  star  in  the  nniverse  if  you  hold  it  close 
enough  to  your  eye. 

The  real  clash   these  days  is  not  betzveen  right  and  left,  but  betzveen 
right  and  zwong. 

Reach  up  as  jar  as  yon  can,  and  God  zvill  reach  dozmi  all  the  rest  of  the 
zvay. 

The  WAY  TO  world  peace  is  a  road  that  n.o  nation  can  travel  alone. 

The  average  man's  grm  is  28  inches  long.   The  az^erage  zvonian's  zvaisf 
is  28  inches  around.  Yon  can't  beat  nature,  can  you? 

The  smartest  person   is  not   the  one  zi'ho   is  quickest  to  see  tlirongh   a 
thing ;  but  it  is  the  one  zvho  is  quickest  to  see  a  thing  through. 

No  MAN  is  too  big  to  be  kind  and  courteous,  but  many  men  are  too  little. 

The  question  is  not  ahmys  zt'here  zve  stand,  but  in  zvhat  direction  zve  are 
going. 

The  man  who  lives  to  do  as  he  likes  becomes  the  slave  of  his  likes. 

Character  does  not  depend  upon  the  house  zve  liz'c  in,  but  zvho  lives  in 
the  house. 

Misfortune  can't  keep  dogging  us  if  zve  become  dogged  enough. 


Une  Mlnldr^  a^  a 
LIFE-WOR 

By  CHAPLAIN  WILLARD  S   SMITH 


PART  I 


MANY  of  you  men  In  the  service  are 
wisely  planning  to  take  advantage  of 
the  GI  Bill  of  Rights  or  the  provisions  of 
the  Veterans'  Administration  to  finish  your 
schooling,  prepare  for  better  jobs,  buy  that 
farm  or  set  up  in  that  business  as  you  have 
often  dreamed  of  doing.  Among  you  are 
the  doctors,  farmers,  lawyers,  merchants  of 
tomorrow.  And  among  you  are  the  ministers 
who  will  fill  the  pulpits  in  the  postwar 
world.  It  is  to  you  who  are  considering 
joining  this  last  group  that  this  article  is 
addressed.  It  cannot  begin  to  cover  the 
subject.  It  does  no  more  than  touch  upon 
the  moral  and  spiritual  qualifications  which 
the  nature  of  the  profession  obviously  re- 
quires. Here  we  consider  the  ministry  as  a 
profession  and  seek  to  help  the  young  man 
who  is  thinking  of  making  it  his  lifework. 
It  is  written  by  one  who  made  his  decision 
later  in  life  than  most  and  at  considerable 
sacrifice,  and  who  had  to  weigh  the  pros 
and  cons  carefully  lest  the  work  of  years 
in  another  field  be  set  aside  in  vain. 

It  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  other 
things  must  be  considered  besides  the  fact 
that  a  man  feels  he  has  been  "called  to 
preach."  Perhaps  he  has,  but  Jesus  was  in 


no  hurry  to  begin  His  ministry  and  it  was 
three  years  after  Paul's  conversion  before 
he  began  to  preach.  They  got  ready  first. 
The  educational  and  ecclesiastical  standards 
set  up  for  chaplains  in  the  armed  forces 
have  shown  that  a  minister  must  be  ade- 
quately prepared  if  he  is  to  serve  most 
effectively.  To  do  his  best  work  and  be  a 
credit  to  his  profession,  he  should  be  as 
well  trained  for  his  job  as  the  surgeon  is 
for  his. 

Keep  in  mind  that  the  ministry  is  but 
one  way  of  serving  God,  and  that  it  does 
call  for  certain  traits,  characteristics  and 
abilities,  as  we  shall  see.  It  would  be  a 
mistake  for  the  young  man  with  the  keen 
analytical  mind  of  the  scientist  to  choose 
farming  as  his  life-work  simply  because  he 
loved  the  country.  It  would  be  a  tragic 
error  for  the  man  who  loves  the  soil  and 
the  thrill  of  partnership-  with  nature  to 
choose  surgery  because  of  its  appeal  to  his 
humanitarianism.  And  it  would  be  a  sad 
mistake  indeed  for  a  sincere  Christian 
youth  to  decide  on  the  ministry  solely  be- 
cause of  his  desire  to  serve  God. 

At  no  other  time  should  a  young  man 
search  his  heart  more  conscientiously  than 
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when  considering  the  ministry  as  a  life- 
work.  Though  he  be  the  most  consecrated 
of  workers  in  the  Master's  vineyard,  he 
should  answer  for  himself  and  to  himself 
the  question,  "Am  I  the  type  of  individual 
who  can  perform  my  best  Christian  service 
as  an  ordained  minister?" 

With  the  indisputable  fact  in  mind  that 
the  church  needs  consecrated  laymen  in 
its  pews  fully  as  much  as  it  needs  qualified 
ministers  in  its  pulpits,  let  us  look  at  some 
of  the  practical  questions  which  the  pos- 
sible candidate  for  the  ministry  should 
consider. 

Genuine  Like  of  People  Necessary 

Love  of  People:  Everyone  likes  people 
— some  people.  But  the  minister  must  like 
all  people.  He  must  love  them,  not  be- 
cause of  their  good  traits  or  their  kind 
dispositions  or  their  Christian  influence,  but 
just  because  they  are  people,  members  of 
the  human  family,  children  of  one  heavenly 
Father.  For  "if  a  man  loveth  not  his 
brother  whom  he  hath  seen,  how  can  he 
love  God  whom  he  hath  not  seen?" 

Next  only  to  the  requisite  that  he  love 
God  is  the  requisite  that  the  minister  love 
people.  Do  you?  Young  people  with  their 
exuberance  and  gaiety — ^and  often  their 
thoughtlessness?  Old  people  with  their 
rock-fast  faith  that  often  will  outshine  your 
own,  watching  the  lengthening  shadows 
with  a  calm  trust  you  cannot  match — and 
old  people,  querulous  and  childish  who 
will  expect  special  attention  as  they  relate 
the  work  of  your  predecessors? 

Can  you  go  with  the  men  of  your  parish- 
to-be  to  a  clambake  or  stag  party  and  have 
them  genuinely  glad  you  accepted  their 
invitation?  Not  that  you  need  compromise 
on  such  occasions.  Do  that  and  you  lose 
something  you  never  can  regain.  But  if  one 
of  the  men  apologizes  for  swearing  within 
your  hearing,  yet  is  pleased  that  "the  par- 
son" is  there,  you  can  rest  assured  your 
men  are  with  you. 


Have  you  the  character,  the  tact,  the 
common-sense  and  ability  to  command  such 
respect  that  no  matter  how  many  calls  you 
make  on  sick,  lonely  or  distraught  women 
in  your  parish,  no  one  will  secretly  accuse 
you  of  being  a  "lady's  man?"  No  hint  of 
anything  out  of  the  way  but  just  to  be  put 
on  the  shelf  with  the  "lace  doilies  and  pale 
blue  tea-cups"? 

It  is  easy  to  love  saints ;  take  no  credit 
for  that.  But  can  you  love  the  irascible 
drunkard  who  calls  for  you  after  every 
binge,  the  shiftless  husband  who  gets  fired 
from  every  job  you  get  for  him,  the  woman 
who  isn't  sure  which  man  is  father  of  her 
child?  Jesus  said,  "They  that  be  whole  need 
not  a  physician,  but  they  that  are  sick" 
and  then  backed  up  His  statement  by  dining 
with  sinners  and  by  lifting  Mary  Magda- 
lene to  her  feet.  You  believe  that:  Can  you 
honestly  live  it,  yet  not  let  the  chronic 
"sponge"  and  the  hopeless,  unrepentant 
wastrel  make  a  "sap"  of  you? 

And  how  do  people  feel  toward  you?  I3 
your  make-up  such  that  a  friend  in  trouble 
comes  to  you  and  says,  "Look,  old  man 
I've  got  to  get  this  off  my  chest.  Listen  to 
me,  will  you?"  or  would  he  hesitate?  We 
all  differ  in  our  dispositions,  our  character- 
istics, whatever  intangible  combinations  of 
accoutrements  that  make  us  individuals.  So 
you  may  or  may  not  possess  a  natural 
warmth  that  melts  the  cold  barrier  set  up  by 
the  frustrated  business  man,  that  touches  the 
grief -chilled  heart  of  a  bereaved  mother  and 
sheds  a  glow  that  is  friendliness  and  com- 
passion and  the  love  of  the  Master  in  one. 
You  know  better  than  anyone  else  your 
natural  reaction  to  a  call  for  help,  whether 
you  heed  it  through  a  sense  of  duty,  or 
for  the  pleasure  you  derive,  let  us  say,  from 
changing  a  tire  for  a  personable  young 
lady.  Or  whether  you  feel  a  deep  inner 
satisfaction  in  doing  a  kind  deed  that  no 
one  will  ever  know  about.  "Know  thyself!" 

Education  and  Study  :  Grammar  school, 
high  school,  college,  seminary — such  is  the 
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customary  routine  of  a  ministerial  educa- 
tion. So  if  you  have  finished  high  school 
}ou  have  seven  or  eight  more  years  of 
formal  education  ahead  of  you.  If  you 
have  gone  to  college  but  missed  out  on 
subjects  slanted  toward  the  ministry — phi- 
losophy, psychology,  Bible — you  would  do 
well  to  find  some  way  to  take  these  courses 
before  matriculating  at  the  seminary. 

Seminaries  differ  in  tlieir  entrance  re- 
quirements as  do  colleges.  Some  are  stick- 
lers for  a  college  degree.  Others  have  an 
"or  equivalent"  clause  that  may  help  some 
men,  particularly  those  of  you  who  missed 
out  on  a  sheepskin  because  of  coming  into 
the  service.  Pick  the  seminary  you  want 
to  attend,  then  get  their  catalog  to  see 
what  is  required. 

The  "CI  Bill"  and  Your  Education 

Seminary  training  is  to  the  minister  what 
medical  college  training  is  to  a  doctor ;  it 
is  a  post-graduate  course.  If  a  man  must 
spend  four  years  at  college,  then  at  least 
three  more  at  a  seminary,  it  is  obvious 
that  he  must  have  at  least  an  average 
inclination  to  study.  Even  the  seminaries 
that  do  not  require  a  full  four  years  of 
college  have  standards  that  necessitate 
diligent  application  on  the  part  of  the 
student.  Then  too,  because  of  the  nature 
of  the  profession,  reading  and  study  must 
be  constant  throughout  3^our  years  in  the 
ministry.  Thoughts,  ideas,  words — these  are 
your  tools  and  your  w^eapons.  To  use 
them  effectively  they  need  constant  sharp- 
ening, burnishing,  even  replacing.  Your 
B.A.  and  B.D.  are  no  substitutes  for  a 
lifetime  of  mental  application.  Each  sermon 
properly  prepared  is  the  product  of  hours  of 
study. 

Be  sure  to  look  into  the  educational 
provisions  of  the  GI  Bill  of  Rights  which 
should  give  you  a  lift  with  your  expenses. 

Preaching:  Preaching  is  the  ke3Stone 
of  the  Christian  ministry.  The  pastoral 
work  is  essential  and  important  but  it  is  at 


church  services  that  the  majority  of  3^our 
people  contact  the  minister.  If  he  cannot 
preach  reasonably  well  his  listeners  will 
soon  decide  they  might  as  well  enjoy  their 
sleep  in  bed  on  Sunday  morning  as  to  try 
and  fight  it  off  in  church.  A  certain  few 
may  follow  and  profit  b}^  a  carefully  out- 
lined sermon  delivered  in  a  droning  mono- 
tone that  hardly  rises  above  the  noises  of 
the  street,  but  your  average  church-goer 
wants  to  hear  "good  preaching."  Or,  what 
they  really  mean  is  ''good  public  speaking." 

Here  again,  be  honest  with  yourself. 
Have  you  a  natural  ability  that  makes  you 
a  potentially  effective  preacher?  Have  you 
participated  in  the  "public  speaking  con- 
tests" at  school,  or  debates  in  college? 
Have  you  been  in  amateur  plays  and  spoken 
your  lines  so  everyone  could  hear  and  un- 
derstand them?  Or  have  you  shied  awa\' 
from  public  appearances? 

If  you  are  the  first  type,  don't  let  it  go 
to  your  head.  Some  people  have  the  gift  of 
creating  beautiful  word  pictures.  If  you 
have  been  so  gifted,  thank  God  for  it  and 
humbly  seek  to  direct  and  train  3^our  talent 
the  better  to  preach  His  glor\^  and  His 
love.  If  you  are  the  second  type,  don't  let 
it  get  you  down.  There  are  few  outstanding 
preachers  in  the  ministry,  but  there  is  no 
reason  or  excuse  for  a  poor  one.  Applica- 
tion and  study  under  a  competent  instructor 
in  public  speaking  such  as  all  good  semi- 
naries have,  may  not  make  you  an  orator, 
but  it  can  help  you  become  an  effective 
preacher. 

Dr.  Gordon  Brownsville  of  Tremont 
Temple,  Boston,  arouses  his  hearers  to  in- 
tense religious  fervor  by  his  fiery  oratory. 
Dr.  E.  C.  Herrick,  president  of  Andover 
Newton  Theological  School,  moves  his 
listeners  to  deep  consecration  by  his  quiet. 
persuasive  delivery.  Decide  on  your  natural 
style,  then  develop  it,  bearing  in  mind  that 
most  ministers  were  neither  orators  nor 
tongue-tied  schoolboys  when  they  started. 
{To  he  continued  in  next  month's  issue) 
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SINCE  a  man  is  as  prone  to  trouble  as 
sparks  are  to  fly  upward,  smart  souls 
keep  fortified  against  that  day.  Smart-alecs 
hoodwink  themselves  by  insisting :  "It  can't 
happen  to  me!"  But  it  can,  and  will.  Are 
you  man  enough  to  meet  it?  Are  you 
champion  enough  to  beat  it?  There  are 
three  common  ways  to  meet  trouble: 

Flee  it?  Some  men  try  to  flee  trouble, 
but  vainly.  A  few  seek  to  drown  their  sor- 
rows with  drink;  but  when  they  awake 
from  their  artificial  refuge  with  a  big  head 
and  an  upset  nervous  system  their  problem 
is  bigger  than  it  was  before.  It  seems 
stronger  because  they  themselves  are 
weaker.  A  few  even  attempt  suicide.  But 
it  is  no  go.  You  can't  go  AWOL  on  life. 

Trouble  behaves  like  an  attacking  dog: 
if  you  look  him  in  the  eye,  he  backs  off 
with  a  bit  of  barking ;  if  you  turn  and  run, 
he  nips  at  your  heels.  A  man  can't  hope  to 
flee  trouble. 

Blitz  it?  Still  other  men  attempt  to  blitz 
trouble,  but  fruitlessly.  These  tempestuous 
souls  resort  to  the  fouling  of  the  issue. 
1  hey  take  one  look  at  the  immediate  prob- 
lem, move  back  a  step,  and  let  fly  all  the 
profanity,  the  vulgarity,  the  obscenity  they 
have  picked  up  in  a  lifetime.  They  appear 
\o  expect  that  this  blistering,  blasting  blitz- 
krieg will  drive  their  worries  away  as  a 
barrage  routed  the  enemy ;  but  it  doesn't. 
When  they  have  popped  off  at  the  safety 
valve  and  their  steam  is  spent,  their  woes 
stand    grinning    at    them    like    gargoyles. 

Such   a    man    reminds    one   of  the   little 
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locomotive  that  needed  to  stop  pulling  its 
load  to  blow  its  whistle.  A  man  can't  hope 
to  blitz  trouble. 

We  don't  recommend  either  of  these  two 
ways  of  meeting  mental  agitations. 

Mount  it!  On  the  other  hand,  we  do 
admire  the  bull-dog  who  in  poised  dignity 
walks  calmly  down  the  way,  unperturbed 
by  the  terrier  yapping  and  snapping  on  one 
side  and  a  cat  spitting  and  scratching  on 
the  other.  His  own  strength  is  such  he 
wouldn't  deign  to  look  to  either  side.  The 
opposition  is  too  insignificant,  too  pusillan- 
imous  to   warrant   so   much   as   a    glance ! 

The  Christ  was  like  that.  He  set  His  face 
toward  Jerusalem  and  the  Cross,  and 
walked  that  way.  He  knew  where  He  was 
going,  and  why.  He  realized  His  own 
strength.  And  it  mattered  little  if  the  mob 
shouted  "Hosanna !"  and  paved  His  way 
with  palm  branches  or  screamed  "Crucify 
Him!"  and  flailed  His  body  with  a  flagel- 
lum.  He  had  His  own  way  to  meet  and  beat 
His  personal  problems. 

What  was  it?  It  was  something  within 
Himself — His  faith  in  God. 

When  God  and  a  man  are  on  the  same 
side,  that  side  wins.  Don't  spend  so  much 
time  trying  to  get  God  on  your  side;  you 
hurry  over  to  God's  side. 

And  that  is  the  technique  of  treating 
trouble  that  we  recommend  to  you. 

God  never  tempts  a  man  beyond  what  he 
is  able  to  resist,  nor  does  He  place  any 
problem  upon  a  man's  back  that  he  cannot 
bear.  Believe  this?  To  do  so  strengthens  a 
soul  for  the  day  of  trouble. 

'God  is  a  refuge  and  strength ;  a  very 
present  help  in  time  of  trouble ;  therefore, 
we  will  not  fear." 

"All  things  work  together  for  good  to 
them  that  love  God,  to  them  that  are 
called  according  to  His  purpose." 

Homogenize  these  two  texts  from  the 
two  Testaments  and  you  have  a  perfect 
prescription  for  innoculations  against  times 
of  trouble  and  personal  problems. 
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SEX  is  one  o£  the  most  marvelous  -pro- 
visions  for  happiness  that  mankind  pos- 
sesses. There  are  heights  and  depths  of 
experience  that  are  not  attainable  any  other 
way  than  through  the  association  of  the 
sexes.  From  the  first  glow  of  pleasure  an 
adolescent  feels  at  a  bit  of  attention  from 
the  opposite  sex  to  the  last  contented  years 
of  an  aged  couple,  life  is  a  continual  proof 
of  that  fact. 

People  find  their  happiness  in  making 
others  happy.  If  two  human  beings  are  to 
become  as  one,  living  together  in  harmony 
and  in  the  fulfillment  of  the  finer  phases  of 
married  life,  they  cannot  be  selfish.  They 
must  make  concessions  and  adjustments 
constantly.  But  such  cannot  be  made  where 
love  is  absent.  Love  is  the  highest  form  of 
good  will  between  people,  of  kindness  to- 
ward one  another ;  but  it  isn't  simply  auto- 
matic or  self-perpetuating.  It  grows  only 
when  the  lover  unselfishly  gives  to  and  for 
the  loved  one,  working  with  and  for  him 
or  her,  giving  happiness  which  could  never 
have  been  otherwise,  and  in  turn  by  receiv- 
ing the  same  benefits  from  the  other. 

Man,  like  God,  is  a  trinity — ^that  is,  body, 
soul  and  spirit.  This  love  bond  by  which 
two  are  fused  into  one  must  flow  through 
all  three  phases  of  man's  being.  No  one 
phase  is  less  important  than  the  others. 

It    is   wonderful    when   a    couple    agree 
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perfectly  in  their  attitude  toward  God  and 
their  belief  in  Him.  A  union  in  the  worship 
of  God  is  a  bond  which  will  keep  them  to- 
gether and  maintain  their  love  through  any 
circumstances. 

That  marriage  is  on  safe  ground  when 
a  couple  have  similar  interests,  when  they 
think  alike,  when  they  understand  each 
other's  opinions,  and  when  they  have  very 
nearly  equal  intelligence  so  that  no  inferior- 
ity or  superiority  complexes  develop  as  time 
goes  by. 

Love    That    Endures 

No  union  based  on  physical  attraction 
and  experiences  alone  can  long  endure.  At 
best,  the  happiness  of  such  a  union  will  be 
limited  to  the  few  years  w^hen  the  human 
body  is  at  its  best.  If  their  love  is  to  be 
enduring,  the  couple  must  find  satisfaction 
and  pleasure  in  each  other  spiritually  and 
intellectually  as  well  as  physically.  How- 
ever, within  the  limited  scope  of  this  short 
article  the  physical  aspect  of  expressing 
and  feeling  love  will  receive  the  most  of 
our  attention. 

The  whole  body  truly  is  an  instrument 
for  expressing,  giving,  receiving  and  feeling 
love.  One  of  the  highest  forms  of  pleasure 

21 


22 


THE  LINK 


Volume  3 


and  satisfaction  is  found  in  the  physical 
acts  of  loving  and  being  loved.  The  very 
highest  office  of  the  human  body,  that  of 
bringing  new  lives  into  the  world,  is  a 
sacred  obligation. 

Sexual  urges  are  strong,  and  rightly  so, 
since  so  much  of  life's  experiences  depend 
on  sex.  Early  in  life  children's  attention  is 
quite  naturally  drawn  to  the  differences 
between  the  sexes.  It  is  indeed  an  unfortu- 
nate adolescent  who  does  not  have  oppor- 
tunity to  associate  with  the  opposite  sex 
and  begin  early  to  receive  the  added  devel- 
opment of  personality  which  such  associa- 
tions bring.  It  is  a  good  thing  for  young 
people  to  begin  early  to  look  for  their  life 
partner.  It  is  well  to  begin  to  learn  how  to 
love  and  be  loved.  It  is  wise  for  the  young 
man  and  woman  to  avail  themselves  of 
knowledge  about  marriage  and  its  responsi- 
bilities. 

But  young  people  today  think  that  they 
are  entitled  to  indulging  freely  in  the  sexual 
contacts.  Aspersions  are  cast  on  the  virgin, 
even  among  'teen-age  persons.  They  per- 
suade themselves  that  in  that  way  they  will 
find  the  most  compatible  partner.  They  be- 
lieve that  they  are  learning  how  to  be  truly 
hapjjy  in  marriage.  They  take  for  granted 
that  those  pleasures  are  theirs  for  the  tak- 
ing and  that  any  who  refrain  are  foolish. 

To  think  that  they  may  find  an  incom- 
patible partner  unless  they  experiment  be- 
fore marriage  shows  ignorance.  The  possi- 
bilities in  sexual  intercourse  are  so  infinite 
that  it  would  seem  that  they  have  no  faith 
in  their  own  intelligence  or  in  their  de- 
termination that  their  marriage  shall  be  a 
success.  To  think  that  a  youth  in  his  or 
her  teens  will  make  a  better  start  in  the 
sex  life  than  an  adult  in  his  twenties  is 
unreasonable.  If  the  truth  were  known, 
these  ideas  are  merely  efforts  at  justifying 
themselves  in  their  own  minds  for  acts 
which  they  know  to  be  selfish. 

Having  tasted  every  sexual  pleasure  with 
any  and  many  partners  a  person's  wedded 


partner  will  never  mean  all  that  he  or  she 
might  have.  Having  used  sex  to  obtain  only 
personal  sensual  pleasure  a  person  will  find 
it  difficult  to  be  considerate  and  unselfish 
in  his  or  her  relations  with  the  wife  or 
husband.  Having  aroused  intense  passions, 
the  promiscuous  man  or  woman  will  find  it 
difficult  to  remain  faithful  during  times 
when  their  mates  are  absent  or  ill. 

It  is  quite  true  that  such  partners 
in  marriage  will  have  no  basis  for  trusting 
each  other  to  be  faithful  when  they  know 
they  have  recognized  no  limits  on  sex 
gratification  previously.  To  those  to  whom 
it  is  not  an  entrance  into  new  and  precious 
experiences,  marriage  may  be  an  irksome 
loss  of  former  liberties.  On  the  other  hand, 
when  both  partners  know  that  the  other 
has  waited  for  the  greatest  expression  of 
love  until  after  marriage,  a  couple  has  the 
feeling  of  truly  belonging  to  one  another 

Cod's  Model  Family 

In  His  model  family  God  showed  that  His 
plan  was  that  a  man  should  have  one  wife. 
He  reiterated  these  principles  in  the  Ten 
Commandments.  They  were  not  the  decrees 
of  a  despotic,  intolerant  God.  They  werej 
based  on  many  generations  of  human  ex-' 
perience.  One  of  those  commandments  was, 
"Thou  shalt  not  commit  adultery."  Posi- 
tively and  plainly  speaking  it  could  be 
stated,  "Enjoy  your  sexual  pleasures  witl 
only  your  truly  wedded  partner," 

The  great  majority  of  young  people  do 
hope  for  and  look  forward  to  a  happy  mar- 
riage and  a  home  of  their  own.  They  de- 
vote much  thought,  work  and  study  to  that 
end.  Their  plans  for  their  life's  work  are  all 
built  around  the  kind  of  home  they  dream 
of  having.  Our  other  efforts  toward  our 
future  aren't  all  easy.  Neither  will  the 
practice  of  chastity  be  easy  for  most  of  us. 
But  the  added  joys  and  satisfaction  that  it 
will  bring  to  our  dream  home  will  make 
it  worth  while.  While  bringing  that  added 
happiness  to  ourselves,  we  also  bring  it  to 
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our  mate  and  family  whose  happiness  is  or  3'ourself  of  much  of  your  happiness  in  mar- 
will  be  our  happiness.  riage.   Don't  make  sex  life  cheap.  Keep  it 

It  is  hoped  that  this  article  will  stimulate  precious.  Keep  it  on  the  high  plane  it  was 

the  thinking  of  those  wdio  are  w-ondering  meant  to  be  on.  If  you  do  so  you  will  find 

about  these  things  and  encourage  those  who  in    married    life    the    nearest    approach    to  ; 

really  wish  to  keep  themselves  chaste  until  heavenly  experiences  that  3'ou  will  have  in  \ 

they  have  wedded  their  true  love,  but  are  this  earthly  life. 

fmding  that  people  with  similar  intentions  To    those    w^ho    have    not    been    able    to 

are  in  a  minority.  ■  measure    up    to    the    mark    to    which    they 

To  them  we  say:  Keep  on  enjoying"  the  would  have  liked  we  say:  One  day  isn't  a 

companionship   of  the   other   sex.    Keep   on  whole     lifetime.     One    mistake,     or    more, 

discovering  the  beauties  and  joys  of  these  doesn't  mean  that  all  is  lost.  A  little  manh^ 

companionships.    Avail   yourself   of   all   the  self-control    will     bring     you     and     yours 

information   you  can   to   assure   yourself   a  greater  happiness   in   that  home   you  have 

happy   sex  life.   But  save  the  supreme  act  or  hope  to  have  when  you  turn  your  steps 

of  love  until  you  are  married.  Make  mar-  homeward,  after  seeing  the  end  of  this  grim 

riage   mean   everything   to  you.    Don't   rob  business  called  war. 
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•  A  Canny  Scot  w^as  engaged  in  argument  with  the  conductor  as  to 
whether  the  fare  was  to  be  five  or  ten  cents.  Finally  the  disgusted  conductor 
picked  up  the  Scot's  s^uitcase  and  tossed  it  off  the  train,  just  as  they  were 
crossing  a  long  bridge.  It  landed  with  a  mighty  splash. 

"Hoot,  Mon,"  screamed  Sandy,  "first  you  try  to  rob  me  and  now  3-ou've 
drowned  my  boy !" 

•  A  SAILOR  ASKED  his  chief  for  a  day  of  liberty.  "Why?"  asked  the 
chief.  "Well,"  answered  the  sailor,  "it's  my  silver  wedding  anniversary,  my 
wife's  in  town  and  we  want  to  celebrate." 

"For  the  luwa  Mike,"  said  the  chief,  exasperatedly,  "are  we  gonna  have 
to  put  up  with  this  every  twenty-five  years?" 

•  The  soldier  playing  left  field  missed  three  easy  flies.  Returning  to 
the  dugout  between  innings  he  explained  to  the  athletic  officer,  "I  guess  I'll 
have  to  get  some  glasses." 

"Glasses !",  roared  the  officer.  "You're  too  far  gone  for  glasses!  What  you 
need  is  radar !" 

•  A  GOSSIP  is  one  who  talks  to  you  about  others ;  a  bore  talks  about 
himself ;  and  a  brilliant  conversationalist  talks  to  you  about  yourself. 

•  Our  language  is  called  the  mother  tongue  because  the  old  man 
seldom  gets  a  chance  to  use  it. 

•  A  GUY  who  knows  everything  under  the  sun  usually  has  shadows  under 
his  eyes. 

•  Milton  Berle's  slogan  for  blood  donors :  "If  you  can't  be  a  private, 
be  a  corpuscle." 


BvALVINE.BELLD.D. 


LUKE — Story  of  jcsus  as   Ideaf   Man 

IUKE,  "the  beloved  physician,"  was  a 
Greek  scholar  who  wrote  the  story  of 
Jesus  to  his  Greek  friend  Theophilus,  as  he 
had  learned  it  in  his  companionship  with 
St.  Paul,  the  great  apostle  and  missionary 
to  the  Gentiles. 

The  great  "hobby"  of  the  Greeks  was 
perfect  manhood,  and  Luke,  finding  the 
perfection  of  manhood  in  Jesus,  wrote  to 
the  Greeks  to  commend  him  to  them  as  the 
ideal  man,  the  Son  of  Man,  the  Savior  and 
perfecter  of  all  men. 

Luke  finds  the  keynote  of  all  the  sayings 
of  Jesus  in  the  words  he  records  in  chapter 
19,  verse  10 :  "For  the  Son  of  Man  is  come 
to  seek  and  to  save  that  which  was  lost." 

Luke  sees  Jesus  as  the  Savior  of  all,  of 
Gentiles  and  Samaritans  as  well  as  of  Jews, 
a  Savior  whose  special  interest  seems  to  be 
in  the  poor  and  outcasts,  the  women  and 
children,  and  all  the  prodigal  sons  of  the 
race.  His  is  the  universal  gospel. 

Consequently,  his  genealogy  of  Jesus  is 
traced  back  to  Adam  to  show  that  he  be- 
longs to  all  humanity,  whereas  Matthew 
was  satisfied  to  stop  his  genealogy  with 
Abraham  to  show  that  Jesus  belongs  to  the 
Jewish  race. 
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Luke  tells  the  story  of  the  birth  of  Jesus 
from  the  standpoint  of  Mary,  Matthew 
from  the  standpoint  of  Joseph.  He  has  room 
for  the  story  of  the  birth  of  John  the  Bap- 
tist. He  alone  records  the  presentation  of 
the  Christ  Child  in  the  temple  in  infancy 
and  his  visit  to  the  temple  at  the  age  of 
twelve. 

These  and  many  similar  incidents  have 
brought  Luke  the  distinction  of  writing  the 
gospel  of  womanhood  and  childhood  in  a 
day  when  these  were  little  esteemed. 

Similarly,  Luke  champions  the  cause  of 
the  poor  and  the  outcast. 

He  alone  records  the  parables  of  the 
Rich  Man  and  Lazarus,  the  Rich  Fool,  the 
Pharisee  and  Publican,  the  Good  Samaritan 
and  the  Prodigal  Son. 

These  incidents,  which  escaped  the  other 
evangelists,  as  well  as  those  which  Luke 
records  in  common  with  others,  show  the 
trend  and  purpose  of  Luke's  story.  Pie 
paints  Jesus  Christ  as  the  ideal  man  who 
belongs  to  all  humanity  as  its  brother  and 
Savior,  and  who  would  have  all  belong 
to  God,  He  is  the  perfect  man  who  has 
come  to  perfect  even  the  outcast  and  the 
publican. 

Had  he  recorded  nothing  more  than  that 
most  beautiful  of  all  stories,  the  Prodigal 
Son,  he  would  have  won  the  everlasting 
gratitude  of  the  race  for  his  gospel  of  hope. 

The  early  church  caught  this  spirit  and 
purpose  of  Luke's  gospel  and  made  the  face 
of  a  man  the  symbol  to  represent  Luke  in 
the  art  of  the  church,  as  the  lion  and  the 
ox  represented  Matthew  and  Mark. 

In  his  first  two  chapters  Luke  has  re- 
corded the  first  five  Christian  hymns,  and 
the  rest  of  his  story  of  the  man  Jesus 
Christ  has  put  a  song  into  the  hearts  of 
innumerable  thousands  of  the  poor,  the 
publicans  and  the  prodigals,  who  otherwise 
would  have  been  able  to  find  in  their 
hearts  or  hopes  nothing  to  inspire  a  song. 

(Published  zvith  permission  of  the  author.  Dr. 
Alvin  E.  Bell,  D.D.,  Toledo  6,  Ohio,  and  the 
Zondervan  Publishing  House,  Grand  Rapids,  Mich.) 
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Treat  Us  the  Same! 

By  T/3  Elmer  V.  Lewis 
(President,  SMCL  Camp  Lee,  Va.) 

•f  "What  can  the  home  church  do  for  the 
returning  service  man  and  woman?"  has  the 
echo  of  a  $64  query.  However,  it  actually 
should  not  put  one  in  such  a  quandary  as 
v^ould  be  expected.  The  average  home 
church  is  spending  far  too  much  time  rack- 
ing its  brain  with  plans  for  parties  where 
one  eats,  drinks  and  makes  merry;  for 
social  gatherings  where  the  glory  of  God 
will  be  lost  in  the  overpowering  frolic  and 
whoopee.  We  do  not  want  a  home-coming 
like  that.  We  request  no  blowing  of  the 
trumpet  or  clanging  of  the  cymbals.  Rather, 
let  them  offer  a  silent  prayer  to  God,  thank- 
ing Him  for  His  goodness  and  mercy  in 
caring  for  us  and  bringing  us  safely  back 
home  in  answer  to  their  fervent  prayers. 

As  the  years  have  slipped  by  (many  more 
than  w^e  ever  dreamed  would  on  the  day  our 
train  chugged  out  of  town  and  we  took  a 
last  forlorn  look  at  our  old  stamping- 
grounds  only  to  see  tears  streaming  down 
the  faces  of  our  loved  ones)  we've  prayed 
for  that  little  church  back  home — prayed 
that  the  people  in  it  would  stay  the  same 
and  keep  the  faith.  We  constantly  praised 
Him  for  the  things  we  learned  there.  We've 
thought,  hoped  and  even  shed  a  few  tears 
in  our  longing  to  get  back  before  it  had 
changed  so  that  we'd  hardly  know  it,  be- 


fore the  kids  we  taught  in  Sunday  school 
grew  so  old  we  scarcely  knew  them,  be- 
fore the  young  people  like  ourselves  sprang 
into  manhood  and  womanhood  and  lost 
their  passion  for  Christian  living. 

What  can  the  home  church  do  for  the 
returning  service  man  and  woman?  All  we 
ask  is  for  them  to  treat  us  the  same  as  they 
did  when  we  were  there  before ;  try  to  re- 
capture as  much  as  possible  the  spirit  and 
program  of  the  pre-war  days,  and  teach 
us  more  of  His  love  and  power.  If  we  get 
that  we'll  count  our  years  in  the  service  as 
having  been  worth  while. 

Thanks  to  SMCL  Sponsors 

By  Pfc.  Calvin  W.  Smith 
and  Sgt.  Archie  Lunco 

y  We  have  been  so  busy  in  the  past  that 
we  haven't  had  time  to  express  our  thanks 
and  gratitude  to  you  and  the  many  differ- 
ent churches  and  pastors  who  united  to 
make  the  SMCL  possible.  In  our  outfit  it 
has  brought  men  closer  and  closer  to  Christ, 
and  is  still  doing  so. 

Not  more  than  nine  months  ago  our 
chaplain  offered  the  idea  to  us,  and  we 
accepted  it  and  went  to  work  with  six 
members.  Today  we  have  more  than  one 
hundred,  working  harmoniously  together. 
We  meet  every  Sunday  evening  for  our 
Bible  and  prayer  service,  and  sometimes 
have  another  on  Fridays.  Our  social  com- 
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mittee  is  always  on  the  job  with  entertain- 
ment for  the  morale  of  the  men.  Distance 
and  time  of  night  make  no  difference  to 
the  men  in  visiting  the  hospital  in  order  to 
sing  and  pray  with  the  sick,  thanks  to  The 
Link  and  its  endorsers  ! 

Let's  Have  More  Laughs! 

By  Pfc.  Alfred  J,  Smith,  Jr. 

Editor's  Note:  The  following  was  sent  us  by 
Cpl.  Rhon  Winkler,  stationed  at  an  island  in  the 
Pacific  where,  in  the  absence  of  a  Protestant . 
chaplain,  he  was  diligently  distributing  copies  of 
this  magazine.  He  says  there's  a  story  behind  this 
brief  article:  It  seems  that  Pfc.  Smith,  the  author. 
while  at  work  in  the  squadron  radio  rooin,  heani 
a  hearty  laugh  emanate  from  the  sergeant  in 
charge.  An  officer,  walking  through  the  shack, 
"probably  in  a  foul  mood  over  something  or  other," 
proceeded  to  give  the  sergeant  a  bawlingout  that 
compared  him  to  a  laughing  hyena.  This  made 
Pfc.  Smith  hot  under  the  collar,  and  while  in 
that  smoldering  condition  sat  down  and  whipped 
out  the   following: 

/  There  are  a  number  of  things  the  Ameri- 
can is  famous  for.  One  of  the  most  impor- 
tant is  his  ability  to  laugh  under  the  most 
trying  conditions.  There  is  something  about 
a  laugh  that  reaches  to  greater  depths  of 
human  emotion  than  is  often  realized. 
Laughs  have  been  known  to  quell  panic 
and  thus  save  lives  that  are  always  the 
victim  of  unleashed  panic. 

There  are  some,  however,  who  seemingly 
see   no  humor   in   a   spontaneous   laugh,    a 


"Not  to  question  your  professional  standing.  Doctor 
but  are  you  certain  you  have  all  their  personal 
histories?" 


laugh  that  comes  out  because  the  innermost 
parts  of  the  soul  are  rejoicing.  A  laugh  is 
an  outward  expression  of  an  indwelling — - 
as  is  a  frown,  a  glare  or  other  expressions 
of  feeling. 

When  a  man  doesn't  laugh,  or  at  least 
smile,  it  doesn't  take  a  doctor  to  know  that 
something  is  wrong  with  him.  Man  is  very 
seldom  free  of  any  expression  of  emotion. 
What  better  way  is  there  to  express  hap- 
piness than  by  a  smile  or  a  hearty  laugh? 

I  say,  "Let's  have  more  laughs !"  What 
do  you  say? 

*'Letter"  versus  "SpinV* 

By  T/4  David  Weisgerber 

/  Of  late  years  there  has  been  a  monstrous 
lot  of  debate  on  the  question:  "What  is 
wrong  with  the  church?" — presumably 
meaning  organized  religion.  Isn't  the  an- 
swer very  simple?  The  individuals  who- 
compose  the  "church" — clergy  and  laymen 
• — ^liave  exalted  the  letter  to  the  dereliction 
of  the  spirit,  a  condition  of  too  much  reli- 
gion (or  "churchanity")  and  not  enough 
Christianity. 

To  remedy  this  situation,  the  church 
needs  constantly  to  stress  the  paramount 
beauty  and  importance  of  the  spiritual  con- 
tent of  Christianity,  and  reorient  us  to  the 
fact  that  our  religion  is  not  a  philosophy 
of  "don'ts,"  How  preposterous  it  is  that 
one  should  be  sad  at  the  thought  of  doing 
unto   others    as    he   would   be   done   untol 

I  have  in  mind  an  incident  which,  I  hope, 
will  serve  to  illustrate  the  thoughts  I  am 
trying  to  convey:  Near  the  end  of  our 
voyage,  as  we  approached  the  shores  of 
Italy,  we  were  privileged  to  attend  a 
religious  service,  which  was  of  course  ap- 
preciated by  most  of  the  men.  At  the  close 
of  the  service  the  chaplain  announced  that 
Holy  Communion  would  immediately  fol- 
low, hut  only  for  persons  of  a  certain  de- 
nomination.  In  considerable  astonishment,  I 
approached  the  chaplain,  as  the  meeting 
broke  up.   to   find   if   I   had  heard  aright. 
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With  some  embarrassment  he  admitted  that 
the  communion  service  was  only  for  mem- 
bers of  a  particular  church.  I  was  not  un- 
duly offended;  I  just  set  it  down  as  another 
incident  of  the  "letter"  being  given  pre- 
ponderance over  the  "spirit." 

Where  did  the  religious  wars  and  bicker- 
ings of  the  past  and  present  come  from? 
It  is  doubtless  true  that  we,  as  human  be- 
ings, cannot  avoid  contentious  thoughts  and 
impulses  and  emotions ;  but  certainly  we 
can  avoid  acting  upon  them — else  Christian 
brotherhood  becomes  a  mere  thing  of  words. 

Foolishness  of  Sectarianism 

By  Sgt.  Ralph  Bohmer 

/  I  particularly  like  the  non-denomina- 
tional attitude  of  your  magazine.  No  matter 
what  a  reader's  personal  religious  creed 
may  be  (or  he  may  have  none  at  all)  he 
can  gather  genuine  items  of  truth  from 
the  articles  and  features  of  each  issue.  War 
service  has  forced  many  men  from  various 
localities  to  mingle  together  and  there  has 
been  a  beneficial  exchange  of  ideas  and 
beliefs. 

A  "New  Tomorrow" 

By  Pfc.  Jack  H.  Esker 

/  The  Link  has  become  to  me  the  most 
appreciated  of  all  religious  magazines.  It 
has  answered  the  needs  of  service  men  and 
women  for  broad-minded,  straight-forward 
and  far-reaching  articles  of  a  religious 
nature.  It  has  definitely  strengthened  their 
faith  in  what  might  be  termed  a  "new  to- 
morrow"-— a  day  of  lasting  peace  and  good 
will  among  all  men. 

We  who  believe  that  after  this  conflict 
ceases  to  exist  it  will  be  possible  to  estab- 
lish a  workable  peace  among  all  lands  on 
the  ideals  of  God  and  Jesus  Christ  must 
\oice  our  opinions,  and  voice  them  so 
strongly  and  firmly  that  we  will  not  be 
denied  a  rightful  place  at  the  peace  confer- 
ence. 


"He    used    to    be    on    the    stage — - 
it's  the  only  tvay   he   can  shoot!" 


The  representatives  we  send  to  the  con- 
ference must  be  young  men  (21-37  years) 
who  believe  beyond  all  reason  in  their  pur- 
pose. In  the  past  we 'have  chosen  to  reason 
before  believing,  and  the  result  has  been 
disastrous.  These  men  must  also  have 
within  themselves  the  spirit  of  Jesus  Christ 
and  be  able  to  say  "not  as  I  will,  but  as 
Thou  wilt."  They  must  be  great  representa- 
tives of  democratic  ideals,  for  democracy  is 
definitely  the  outgrowth  of  our  birthright 
under  God. 

As  one  who  has  read  The  Link  through 
the  campaigns  of  Guam  and  the  Philip- 
pines,  I   say  keep  up  the   excellent  work ! 

An  Officer  Plugs  for  Us 

By  Lt.  James  Hosman 
/  Just  a  short  note  to  express  our  grateful 
appreciation  for  the  grand  piece  of  work 
you  are  doing  in  publishing  such  a  maga- 
zine as  The  Link.  It  is  serving  a  very, 
very  important  purpose  among  the  forces 
personnel,  bridging  the  gap  between  the 
church  at  home  and  our  Army  chapels.  To 
my  mind  there  is  no  other  publication  that 
so  much  as  approaches  The  Link  in  its 
ability  to  serve  the  purpose  intended.  It  is 
at  least  on  a  par  with 'the  Reader's  Digest 
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It  has  served  admirably  as  a  tool,  an  un- 
failing support,  in  forming  and  maintaining 
our  Service  Men's  Christian  League  unit, 
which  in  turn  is  doing  a  fine  piece  of  work 
for  the  religious  and  spiritual  welfare  of 
the  men. 

I  wish  you  the  best  of  luck,  and  pray 
that  The  Link  continues  to  improve  each 
month — except  that  it's  already  so  superior 
a  publication  now  that  I  wonder  where 
you'd  improve ! 

A  Foreign  Legionnaire  Speaks 

By  Legionnaire  Jan  Van  Eyk 

Editor's  note:  From  Chaplain  George  L.  Zorn 
we  have  just  received  the  follow^ing  letter  written 
to  him  by  a  Dutch  soldier  who  for  several  weeks 
was  a  member  of  the  chaplain's  congregation  while 
on  leave  in  Paris.  Chaplain  Zorn  introduced  the 
soldier   to   The    Link,   with   the   following   result: 

/  I  want  to  tell  you  how  much  The  Link 
and  the  American  Church  in  Paris  did  for 
me. 

As  a  Dutchman,  with  my  family  still 
under  Nazi  heels  in  Amsterdam,  I  just 
could  not  help  hating  the  enemy  as  I 
never  hated  anything  in  my  life.  Therefore, 
it  was  a  very  good  thing  for  me  that  The 
Link  reminds  us  of  our  Christian  duty  to 
deprecate  hate,  especially  in  the  article, 
"Foxhole  Fodder"  and  in  the  prayer  of 
Generalissimo  Chiang  Kai-shek  quoted  in 
the  January  issue. 

Evidently  for  those  who  do  not  know  the 
Nazis  as  we  did  in  Europe  during  four 
years  of  occupation  (I  was  liberated  in 
France  and  joined  the  French  Foreign 
Legion),  it  is  quite  all  right  to  say:  "Thou 
shalt  love  even  thine  enemy."  I,  too,  could 
say  that  before  1940,  but  now  I  realize  that 
slowly  the  venom  of  hate  has  been  creep- 
ing into  my  heart.  Almost  unconsciously  I 
forgot  the  most  important  of  all  Christian 
duties.  Therefore,  I  thank  The  Link  for 
reminding  me  of  that  duty  in  such  a  clear 
and  simple  way. 

This  mutual  exchange  is  perfectly  re- 
flected  in  The  Link.   War  service  shows 


us  the  foolishness  of  insistence  upon  one's 
own  particular  beliefs.  Instead,  we  endeavor 
to  discover  all  those  points  in  the  various 
creeds  which  tend  toward  mutual  faith  in 
God,  our  Fleavenly  Father,  and  salvation 
through  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

In  the  postwar  world,  we  shall  need  a 
strong  emphasis  on  all  those  beliefs  con- 
tributing to  a  firmer  solidarity  among  those 
of  all  creeds — Protestant,  Catholic  and 
Jewish.  This,  war  should  have  taught  us 
the  danger  of  paramount  projection  of  one 
nation,  one  race,  one  creed  (as  typified  in 
the  spirit  of  Nazism)  to  the  exclusion  of 
all  others.  It  most  certainly  behooves  us 
who  call  ourselves  Christians  to  extend  the 
hand  of  fellowship  to  all  men  who  hold  in 
religious  truth  the  supreme  value  of  the 
individual  human  personality  and  the  mag- 
nificent love  of  God  the  Father. 

One  Christian  Church 

By  Zeph  T.  Bashaw^  Ptr.  1/c 

/  In  the  February,  1945,  issue,  under  "1^ 
ting  the  Breeze,"  I  read  with  interest  the, 
letters  by  Sgt.  Nordberg  and  T/Sgt.j 
Crowder.  Both  are  good  as  far  as  they  go. 
What  both  have  failed  to  recognize  is  that 
there  is  only  one  Christian  church,  made  up 
of  all  believers  of  all  creeds  who  are  truly 
followers  of  Christ.  There  is  only  one  plan 
of  salvation,  only  one  supreme  Leader,  only 
one  objective  for  the  Christian:  the  preach- 
ing of  the  Gospel  and  the  leading"  of  souls 
to  Christ. 

It  seems  to  me  that  Christians  are  often 
more  interested  in  the  growth  of  their  par- 
ticular denomination  than  in  the  spread  of 
the  Gospel.  In  my  tent  just  now  there  are 
several  churclies  represented,  including 
Roman  Catholic,  and  I  truly  believe  each 
man  is  a  sincere  Christian. 

There  is  a  world-wide  unity  of  Chris- 
tianity for  Christians  of  all  denominations 
which  preach  Jesus  and  Him  crucified. 
Every  Christian  says,  "Believe  on  the  Lord 
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Jesus  Christ."  Every  Christian  says,  "Re- 
pent of  your  sins  and  be  baptized  into  a 
newness  of  life."  Every  Christian  says, 
"Pra)%  for  in  prayer  there  is  communion 
with  God."  Every  Christian  has  a  burning 
desire  for  the  spread  of  the  Gospel  and 
feels  an  emotion  of  love  toward  every 
person  who  calls  himself  Christian.  Truly, 
there  is  world  unity  of  Christians.  But  the 
flesh  is  weak,  and  we'  who  call  ourselves 
Christian  often  fail  to  do  our  full  duty  in 
our  individual  church. 

Why  blame  the  church  when  it  is  the 
individual  Christian  who  has  failed  to  meet 
the  needs  of  the  world  by  not  fully  sup- 
porting the  program  of  his  unit  of  the 
church?  American  Christians  have  had  to 
give  billions  of  dollars  for  the  w^ar  effort 
because  they  failed  to  give  thousands  of 
dollars  for  the  spreading  of  the  Gospel. 
American  Christians  have  given  thousands 
of  lives  to  defend  the  Christian  way  of  life 
because  they  failed  to  give  hundreds  of 
lives  for  the  teaching  of  tlie  Christian  way 
of  life. 

Disunity  Alleged,  Unify  Real 

By  T/5  James  Silvan 
/  May  I  say  a  few  words  in  reply  to 
Sgt.  Robert  Nordberg's  letter  in  the  Feb- 
ruary issue  of  The  Link?  Although  the 
sergeant's  letter  seems  to  have  missed  an 
important  fact  concerning  Protestant — nay, 
Christian — disunity. 

The  points  of  disunion  are  chiefly  found 
in  the  theological  doctrines  which  form  the 
basis  for  many  interesting  discussions 
among  theologians.  The  points  of  unity, 
however,  are  found  mainly  among  basic 
I  concepts  which  influence  the  daily  thought 
and  actions  of  every  conscientious  Chris- 
tian. 

It  is  true  that  "some  declare  that  God 
cannot  be  proved  by  reason  alone,  others 
declare  that  He  can,"  and  that  "some 
groups  .  .  .  maintain  that  religion  should 
be  highly  organized,  others  .  .  .  virtually 
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I  don't  care  how  many  times  you've  been 
torpedoed — I  said  gargle  with' salt  water! 


reject  the  idea  of  organized  religion."  But 
these  and  similar  points  of  disagreement 
do  not  influence  my  relations  with  my  fel- 
lows, nor  my  neighbors'  toward  me. 

On  the  other  hand,  do  not  all  Christian 
sects  agree  on  the  doctrines  of  "Love  thy 
neighbor  as  thyself"  and  "Do  unto  others 
as  you  would  have  others  do  unto  you"? 
Are  we  not  agreed  that  peace  should  re- 
place violence,  and  that  justice  and  for- 
giveness must  replace  revenge? 

These  are  concrete  foundations  on  which 
we  agree,  and  only  superfluous  wall  deco- 
rations on  which  we  disagree.  Christian 
disunity   is   more   alleged   than   it   is   real! 

Personal  Testimony 

By  Cpl.  Merlin  Steen 
/  I  received  a  copy  of  The  Link  while 
in  the  European  theater  of  operations. 
It's  the  first  I've  had  since  coming  across 
on  the  transport.  I  count  it  a  grand  privi- 
lege to  be  a  Christian,  and  especially  so  in 
the  armed  forces.  I  have  found  it  possible 
to  live  above  sin  and  sinning,  and  some  of 
the  best  prayer  meetings  I've  ever  attended 
have  been  under  the  pines  in  France,  with 
heavy  guns  thundering  all  around.  God 
richly  blesses  those  wdio  trust  Him! 
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**Mi)lentes''   No  Crackpofs 

By  Donald  R.  Smith,  PhM  3/c 

y  In  the  A/[arch,  1945,  issue  of  The  Link 
there  are  contained  certain  remarks  re- 
garding some  people  of  about  a  century 
ago  who  looked  for  the  immediate  return 
of  Christ.  I  should  like  to  call  attention  to 
the  fact  that  you  have  indulged  in  con- 
siderable hearsay  on  the  matter. 

History  reveals  that  the  Millerites  were 
neither  fanatics  nor  crackpots,  but  a  sin- 
cere Christian  people  whose  chief  crime 
seems  to  have  been  the  fact  that  they  had 
a  desire  to  see  the  Lord  they  worshipped 
and  to.  live  in  His  presence.  As  to  their 
climbing  mountains  and  wearing  ascension 
robes,  there  is  no  evidence  extant  that  this 
is  true  beyond  the  traditional  reports  of 
their  enemies.  They  were  in  error  in  trying 
to  reckon  the  exact  time  of  the  Advent, 
but  who  in  this  human  family  is  free  of  a 
blunder  now  and  then? 

Is  it  not  strange  that  the  Christian 
churches  of  today  prate  long  and  loud 
about  loving  the  "Lord  thy  God  with  all 
thy  heart."  etc.,  and  in  the  next  breath 
hope  that  the  second  coming  mentioned 
here  and  there  in  the  Scriptures  will  not 
take  place  in  their  lifetimes?  One  popular 
minister  told  me  only  a  few  days  ago  that 
if  Christ  should  come  now  it  would  wreck 
the  whole  program  of  the  church !  Give 
us  more  people  like  the  Millerites  who  had 
a  desire  and  a  longing  to  be  with  Him 
whoni  they  v/orshipped  and  professed  to 
love ! 

Cod's  Pari-  In  Victory 

By  Lieut.  John  H.  Bennett 

Y  I  take  this  occasion  to  express  my 
gratitude  to  Pvt.  Ralph  Gushing  for  his 
straight-from-the-shoulder  statement  re- 
garding the  need  for  "less  creed,  more 
Bible"  (in  "Batting  The  Breeze,"  January, 
1945,  issue).  I  agree  with  him  100  per 
cent  and  would  like  very  much  to  join  him 


after  the  war  in  an  effort  to  promote  his 
ideals. 

The  letter  written  by  Pvt.  Fischer  in 
the  same  issue  struck  a  small  note  of  ter- 
ror inside  me,  because  I  know  that  so  many 
share  his  views.  I  myself  had  the  same 
opinion  until  recently. 

His  implication  that  we  make  ourselves 
and  religion  foolish  by  claiming  God's  help 
in  winning  our  victories  brings  to  mind  a 
passage  from  I  Corinthians  1 :23-25 — "But 
we  preach  Christ  crucified,  tmto  the  Jews 
a  stumblingblock,  and  unto  the  Greeks 
foolishness ;  but  unto  them  which  are 
called,  both  Jews  and  Greeks,  Christ  the 
power  of  God,  and  the  wisdom  of  God. 
Because  the  foolishness  of  God  is  wiser 
than  men;  and  the  weakness  of  God  is 
stronger  than  men." 

It  is  no  detraction  from  the  great  and 
noble  sacrifices  made  by  the  Russians  anc 
British  and,  to  some  extent,  the  Americans, 
to  say  that  God  has  given  us  the  victory. 
That  fact  was  realized  by  those  who  made 
the  sacrifices.  It  is  only  through  God  thai 
we  have  the  strength  to  make  the  required! 
sacrifices. 

I  would  ask  that  Pvt.  Fischer  try  look-, 
ing  at  it  from  this  viewpoint.  It  may  not| 
be    realistic    from    the    viewpoint    of    the 
world,  but  from  the  Christian  viewpoint  it 
is  the  only  realism. 

WAVE  Likes  Us 

By  LoRAiNE  PIenderson,  S  1/c 

/    While  in   the  hospital   I  was   fortunate 
enough  to  run  across  The  Link.  One  of 
the  Corpus  Christi  chaplains  brought  in  a  I 
copy  to  my  room.  After  all  the  kids  from  i 
the  ofiice  ^eft.   I   lay  down  and  read  your   | 
booklet.  I  want  to  say  that  I  never  have  ! 
read  as  good  an  article  as  the  one  entitled   I 
"Speaking   of    Sex."    If   only   more   young  i 
people  could  read  it  and  really  realize  how   i 
important   is   the  way  we  younger   people 
in  the  service  should  conduct  our  lives.  i 
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iWISH  it  were  possible  for  me  to  put  on  paper  (but  alas,  my  incompe- 
tencies so  often  floor  me ! )  the  intense  admiration  I  feel  for  the  soldier's 
effort  to  comfort  the  homefront.  How  in  all  the  world  a  guy  can  extend  his 
sympathies  beyond  the  pressing  misery  of  nostalgia — let  alone  the  imperative 
life-and-death  demands  of  physical  combat — to  have  a  thought  for  the  home- 
front,  is  simply  beyond  me ! 

Recently  I  received  a  letter  from  an  officer  in  the  European  theater  who 
was  acting  as  censor  for  enlisted  men's  mail.  His  reaction  to  his  new  assign- 
ment was  tremendous.  "It  is,"  he  wrote,  "a  very  impressive  thing  to  read 
some  of  the  letters  it  is  my  present  duty  to  read.  It  seems  to  me  that  com- 
paratively few  officers  really  grasp  the  solemnity  and  stirring  spiritual  im- 
portance .of  this  niche.  The  domestic  and  personal  drama  of  the  lives  of  these 
men  in  tlie  field  is  often  laid  bare,  and  I  fail  to  understand  how  anyone, 
reading  their  letters,  can  fail  to  experience  a  feeling  of  profound  humility. 
The  valiant  way  in  which  most  of  the  men  strive  to  reassure  the  'folks  back 
home,'  the  awful  dignity  of  genuine  affection  which  wreaths  so  many  of 
them,  is  enough  to  bring  tears  to  one's  sophisticated  eyes. 

"Perhaps  it  is  because  I,  too,  have  been  in  their  shoes,  and  know  what 
they  mean  when  they  speak  with  such  glorious  restraint  of  being  'lonesome' 
or  'tired'  or  'disgusted'  or  'homesick.'  Of  course,  the  mood  is  all  couched  in 
absurdly  masculine  brevity  and  obscurity,  which  is  one  of  the  reasons  why 
its  all  so  touching. 

"A  censor  is  bound  to  respect  as  confidential  all  contents  of  all  letters, 
on  penalty  of  court  martial  for  a  breach.  Yet  alas,  occasionally  a  unit  censor, 
depressed  by  the  mountainous  mail  he  must  check,  tends  to  treat  the  whole 
thing  as  unimportant,  or  silly,  or  insignificant.  To  me,  regardless  how  long 
a  stint  I  may  serve,  this  job  will  always  seem  important,  quite  as  important 
as  the  ebb  and  flow  of  human  life   itself,  whose  pulse  these   letters   are." 

To  those  of  us  who  perforce  must  merely  "stand  and  wait,"  that  waiting 
often  seems  absolutely  unbearable.  But  fortunately  we,  too,  are  at  long  last 
developing  an  almost  debonair  touch.  It  is  a  saving  technique  which  coupled 
with  the  heroic  understatements  of  our  men  across  the  seas,  is  saving  our 
sanity  and  the  day.  (Ah,  surely,  God  will  take  cognizance  of  the  staffs  of 
courage  and  enduring  manhood  which  you  fighting  men  tender  us  at  home!) 


GO  TO  BAT  FOR  YOD  ! 


1^ ROUGHED  in  a  foxhole  on  Luzon, 
\j  cramped  in  the  gun-turret  of  a  B-29 
over  Berlin  or  Tokyo,  on  watch  beside  the 
torpedo  tubes  of  a  submarine,  or  strapped 
in  the  driver's  seat  of  a  lumbering  Gen- 
eral Sherman  tank — no  matter  where  you 
are,  you're  doing  a  lot  of  serious  thinking 
about  the  da}"  when  you'll  be  home  again. 

You  long  to  be  back  with  your  loved 
ones,  to  join  the  gang  down  at  the  bowl- 
ing alley,  to  spend  a  Sunday  afternoon 
watching  the  Dodgers  and  Tigers  battle 
it  out  at  Ebbets  Field,  to  take  your  place 
once  again  in  the  home  church,  to  get  back 
into   the   swim  of  normal,  peaceful   living. 

You're  thinking  too  about  the  facts  of 
your  future — a  job,  a  family,  a  home  of 
your  own.  Maybe  you  left  a  good  job  to 
go  in  service.  Will  it  be  there  for  you 
when  3'ou  get  back?  Or  perhaps  you  joined 
up  after  finishing  high  school  and  never 
had  a  job.  What  about  it?  Will  you  be 
able  to  find  one? 

These  are  important  questions  to  you, 
and  about  them  you've  doubtless  been  do- 
ing some  tall  thinking. 

But  you'll  be  glad  to  know  that  the  folks 
at  (;jme  have  been  doing  some  thinking 
too — and  some  planning  and  acting  as  well 
— on  your  behalf.  The  result  of  it  all  is 
seen  in  the  Government's  preparations  for 
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your  return — for  Government,  you  know, 
is  not  just  some  great  big  impersonal  thing, 
but  is  the  collective  voice  of  all  the  folks — 
your  folks  and  mine.  Let's  see  how  it 
works : 

Let's  say  that  Dad — ^your  dad  and  mine — 
was  in  the  Arm^^  in  1917  and  1918.  He  came 
home  after  a  year  in  France  and  was 
thrilled  with  the  cheers,  the  pats  on  the 
back,  the  rosy  promises  of  "anything  for 
the  boys."  But  all  too  soon  the  cheers, 
ceased,  and  the  pats  on  the  back  and  the 
rosy  promises  were  forgotten. 

"A  job?  Sorry,  old  man,  but  they're  all 
filled." 


Home    Folks    Are    Planning 


I 


That's  why  Dad  and  Mother  have  been 
thinking — and  planning  and  acting — de- 
termined that  when  their  boys  come  back, 
it  will  be  different. 

That  is  why  Dad,  in  the  meeting  of  the 
Legion  or  the  Veterans  of  Foreign  Wars, 
spoke  out  emphatically  for  action — action 
to  make  sure  that  you  will  not,  like  him- 
self and  his  buddies  of  the  last  war,  be- 
come a  "forgotten  man"  once  the  shouting 
dies  down. 

His  voice  was  heard  in  Washington,  in 
the  halls  of  Congress,  along  with  other 
voices    from    every    corner    of    the    land- 
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What  your  folks  and  your  neighbors 
have  been  doing  to  see  that  you  get 
a    break    when    ready    to    take    a    job 


By     CAPT.     L.     C.     GREEN 

(.National  Headquarters,  Selective  Service  System) 


"Action!"  they  demanded,  and  action  is 
exactly  what  they  got. 

Alread}-,  in  1940  when  the  Selective 
Training  and  Service  x\ct  was  passed, 
Congress  had  provided  that  the  Director 
of  Selective  Service  set  up  in  his  organiza- 
tion a  division  with  adequate  facilities  for 
rendering  assistance  to  discharged  veterans 
in  getting  back  the  jobs  they  had  when 
they  entered  the  service,  or  for  finding 
jobs  for  those  who  had  no  jobs  or  whose 
jobs  had  disappeared  while  they  were  away. 
The  Director  complied  by  setting  up,  in 
National  Headquarters  of  the  Selective 
Service  System  a  A^etcrans'  Personnel 
Division,  adequately  staffed  to  carry  out 
the  responsibilities  conferred  upon  it  by 
law.  Then  in  1944  Congress  passed  the 
Servicemen's  Readjustment  Act,  better 
known  as  the  "GI  Bill  of  Rights,"  which 
provides  may  additional  benefits. 

Congress  recognized  the  re-employment 
problem  as  having  two  aspects :  first,  the 
veteran  who  wants  his  old  job  back;  and 
second,  the  veteran  who  never  had  a  job, 
M'ho  does  not  want  the  one  he  did  have, 
or  whose  job  has  disappeared  during  his 
absence. 

The  law  provides  that  the  veteran  who 
wants  his  old  job  back  is  entitled  to  re- 
instatement in  his  former  position  or  in 
one  equivalent  in  every  respect,  provided : 
first,  that  such  a  position  was  in  the  em- 
ploy of  a  private  employer  or  the  federal 
government;  second,  that  such  a  position 
was  not  a  temporary  one;  third,  that  he 
left  the  position  subsequent  to  May  1,  1940, 
to  enter  active  military  service  in  the  land 


or  naval  forces ;  fourth,  that  he  satisfac- 
torily completed  his  period  of  training  and 
service  and  received  a  certificate  to  that 
effect ;  fifth,  that  he  makes  application  for 
reemployment  within  ninety  days  after  he 
is  relieved  from  service,  and,  sixth,  if  such 
a  position  is  in  the  employ  of  a  private 
employer,  the  emploj^er's  circumstances 
have  not  so  changed  as  to  make  it  im- 
possible or  unreasonable  to  reinstate  the 
veteran  to  such  a  position  or  to  one  sub- 
stantially equivalent  in  every  respect. 

The  law  was  amended  in  December, 
1944,  to  provide  that  the  veteran's  applica- 
tion for  reinstatement  need  not  be  made 
until  after  his  release  from  hospitalization, 
provided  such  hospitalization  follows  im- 
mediately after  separation  from  service 
and  extends  for  a  period  of  not  more  than 
one  5^ear  from  the  date  of  separation. 
Application  must  be  made  within  90  days 
after  release  from  hospitalization,  however. 

After   Hospitalization — What? 

The  law  also  provides  definite  protec- 
tion for  the  veteran  after  he  is  restored  to 
his  old  job.  When  he  goes  back  on  the 
payroll,  the  law  provides  that  he  shall  be 
considered  as  having  been  on  furlough  or 
leave  of  absence  during  his  period  of  serv- 
ice ;  that  he  shall  be  restored  without  loss 
of  seniority ;  that  he  shall  be  entitled  to 
participate  in  insurance  or  other  benefits 
offered  b)^  the  employer  pursuant  to  estab- 
lished ruled  and  practices  relating  to  em- 
ployees on  leave  of  absence  or  furlough 
in  effect  with  the  employer  at  the  time  the 
veteran  entered  militar}^  or  naval  service, 
and  that  after  his  restoration  he  shall  not 
be  discharged  without  cause  for  one  year. 

At  the  separation  center,  before  he  is 
discharged,  the  veteran  is  instructed  to 
report  to  his  Selective  Service  Local  Board 
within  ten  days  after  leaving  the  service. 
If  he  wants  his  old  job  back,  and  needs 
assistance  in  getting  it,  his  local  board  will 
help  him.  The  board,  or  its  re-employment 
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committeeman,  will  contact  liis  former 
employer  and  arrange  for  his '  reinstate- 
ment according  to  law.  The  returning  vet- 
eran can  be  sure  that  he  will  receive  under- 
standing and  courteous  treatment  at  the 
hands  of  his  local  board  members. 

The  re-employment  committeeman  (the 
men  who  act  for  the  veteran  in  the  process 
of  re-employment)  have  been  selected  with 
extreme  care.  They  are  public-spirited  citi- 
zens who  have  knowledge  of  the  veteran's 
abilities,  plus  an  appreciation  of  the  em- 
ployment situation  in  the  community.  They 
are  personally  acquainted  with  many  of  the 
employers  and  understand  employment 
problems  and  job  possibilities.  They  are 
serving  without  compensation,  and  their 
sole  desire  is  to  help  the  veteran  find  his 
May  back  into  the  life  of  his  community. 

It  is  not  anticipated  that  every  veteran 
will  need  help  in  getting  his  job  back. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  many  returning 
service  men  will  be  accepted  at  once,  and 
without  question,  back  into  their  old  jobs. 
Nevertheless  some  misunderstandings  are 
sure  to  arise  between  the  veteran  and  his 
former  employer  when  the  veterans  asks 
for  reinstatement.  The  circumstances  of 
both  will  necessarily  have  changed,  and  in 
some  cases  these  changes  will  have  been 
drastic. 

It  is  anticipated  that  employers  will  meet 
the  problem  in  a  spirit  of  fair  play,  and 
that  they  will  appreciate  fully  the  sacrifices 
the  veteran  has  made.  Few,  if  any,  em- 
ployers are  expected  to  take  advantage  of 
a  technicality  in  attempting  to  evade  their 
responsibility  to  the  veteran. 

However,  if  a  misunderstanding  does 
arise  the  local  board  will  make  everv  effort, 


through  personal  contact  with  the  employer, 
to  reach  an  agreement  mutually  satisfactory 
to  both  parties.  This  must  be' done  without 
sacrificing  any  of  the  rights  which  Congress 
intended  the  veteran  to  have.  In  clearing 
up  these  misunderstandings,  the  board  will 
have  numerous  agencies  upon  which  to  call 
for  assistance — such  as  the  veterans'  or- 
ganization, labor,  civic  and  community 
postwar  planning  groups,  veterans'  service 
committees,  and  many  others  which  already 
are  actively  assisting  in  this  work. 

The  returning  soldier,  baffled  by  what 
may  seem  at  first  a  strange  and  different 
world  about  him,  will  find  friendly  under- 
standing at  his  local  Selective  Service  Local 
Board.  The  planning  for  this  readjustment 
has  been  going  on  for  a  long  time,  and  the 
veteran  will  find  members  of  his  board 
more  than  willing  to  help  him  with  his 
problems.  A  job.  They'll  help  him  get  one. 
Insurance?  A  furniture  loan?  They'll  give 
him  a  lift  on  those  too. 

Many  local  boards  are  co-operating  in  the 
establishment  of  Service  Centers  where  the 
veteran  can  get  one-stop-service — informa-' 
tion  about  his  mustering.-out  pay,  educa- 
tional opportunities  available  to  veterans, 
social  security  benefits,  re-employment,  legal  ^ 
aid,  income  tax  information — almost  any- 
thing the  veteran  wants  to  know. 

In  short,  while  you  and  Tom  and  Joe 
and  Harry  have  been  away  at  war,  your 
parents,  your  friends,  your  Congressmen, 
your  Selective  Service  local  boards,  have 
not  been  idle.  They  remember  the  disillu- 
sionment, the  bitterness,  the  anguish  of  the 
post-World  War  I  period. 

They  are  seeing  to  it  that  it  won't  happen 
again ! 


-^IVE  YOUR  LIFE  while  you  have  it.  Life  is  a  splendid  gift.  There  is  nothing  small 
in  it.  For  the  greatest  things  grow  by  Cod's  law  out  of  the  smallest.  But  to  live  your 
life,  you  must  discipline  it.  You  must  not  fritter  it  away  in  "fair  purpose,  erring  act, 
inconstant  will";  but  must  make  your  thoughts,  your  words,  your  acts,  all  work  to 
the  same  end,  and  that  end  not  self,  but  Cod.  That  is  what  we  call  character. 

—Florence   Nightingale 


The  Chaplain  was  not  certain  about  the 
sergeant — until     he     censored     a     letter 


IT  was  the  night  before  the  terrific  battle 
of  St.  Lo.  our  unit  had  received  its 
orders,  and  a  well-trained  regiment  was 
alert  to  face  the  mission  they  had  come  to 
fufill.  I  had  that  day  arranged  two  special 
communion  services  for  the  Protestant  men 
of  two  of  the  battalions  as  the  third  had  its 
Protestant  chaplain.  Slowly  by  the  time  all 
was  in  readiness  down  the  open  field  yet 
taking  their  interval  and  keeping  close  to 
Hedgerows  came  these  men  in  full  combat 
uniform. 

One  could  easily  sense  the  very  spirit 
of  reverence  which  seemed  to  fill  the  at- 
mosphere, and  when  all  were  seated  on  the 
ground  the  strains  of  the  organ  opened  the 
service.  In  the  presence  of  God  sat  these 
men  and  officers  of  all  ranks  with  the  shell- 
ing of  heavy  artillery,  and  the  droning  of 
aircraft  over  head.  It  was  truly  ,  a  pic- 
ture one  will  long'  retain  for  here  before 
the  chaplain  sat  men  who  within  a  short 
while  would  be  facing  one  of  the  most 
gruesome  battles  of  this  war.  In  the  ver}^ 
first  row  of  several  hundred  men  sat  a 
"Non-com"  whom  the  chaplain  recognized 
immediately.  He  was  a  well-trained  soldier 
and  a  real  credit  to  his  outfit,  but  a  soldier 
w^ho  had  neglected  his  spiritual  responsi- 
bilities while  in  the  Army.  The  chaplain 
knew  him  well,  and  looking  in  the  direction 
of  this  sergeant  a  look  of  interest  reflected 
from  the  soldier's  face.  What  transpired  at 
that  moment  was  well  known  to  both   of 


By    CHAPLAIN     ALVIN     0.     CARLSON 


them  as  they  had  had  many  talks  regarding 
church  going,  and  the  Eternal  values  which 
had  been  neglected  down  through  the 
months  in  this  man's  life. 

A  brief  message  was  presented,  and  a 
few  appropriate  hymns  sung  and  sometime 
during  those  quiet  moments  of  meditation 
God  was  moving  mysteriously  His  wonders 
to  perform  in  the  lives  of  the  men  present, 
and  especially  in  this  sergeant's  life.  What 
happened  then  became  the  greatest  experi- 
ence of  volume  of  events  in  a  chaplain's 
ministry.  This  man  had  on  several  occasions 
stated  that  when  the  time  came  in  his  life 
that  he  meant  business  about  his  spiritual 
obligations,  he  would  seek  God,  and  this 
was  the  day  and  hour.  The  service  closed 
with  a  prayer  of  dedication,  and  hearts 
were  deeply  touched,  but  the  'wonders  of 
God"  had  been  definitely  performed  in  this 
man's  life. 

Later  that  same  evening  in  a  very  quiet 
manner  a  man  in  khaki  stood  before  the 
chaplain  and  said,  "Chaplain,  for  a  very 
special  reason  I  would  like  to  have  you 
censor  this  letter."  The  letter  w^as  censored, 
and  the  beautiful  testimony  which  this  new 
creature  in  Christ  Jesus  sent  his  young  wife 
and  the  mother  of  his  child  is  too  sacred  to 
repeat.  Enough  to  say  he  told  her  of  his 
new-found  joy  and  fellowship  in  God,  and 
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liis   faith   and   courage   in   facing  whatever  faced  the  future,  as  the  Master,  our  Lord, 

the  day  ahead  might  bring  him.  In  return-  did  the  cross  set  before  Him. 

ing  the  letter  to  him  I  had  the  privilege  of  Early  the  next  morning  in  the  battalion 

kneeling  with  him  in  prayer,  and  there  in  aid   station   while   men   were   bleeding   and 

a  battle  area  where  men  had  come  to  fight  dying  the  w^ord  came  that  the  sergeant  had 

for  righteousness  and  truth  two  men  of  God  fallen  in  battle. 


Sunday  morning  arrived  with  a  bright,  blue  sky,  a  warmth  of  friendly  sunlight,  and 
a  calmness  which  seemed  to  penetrate  to  the  depths  of  the  earth.  Nature  seemed  to  be 
doing  her  utmost  to  be  helpful.  The  congregation  was  gathering  for  the  morning  worship, 
and  what  a  strange  congregation  it  was!  Everyone  was  dressed  alike,  in  dark  green.  The 
men  settled  into  groups  on  the  black  canvas  of  the  hatch  covers  and  talked  quietly. 
Many  seemed  lost  in  thoughts  of  far  away.  Then  the  sound  of  music  came  from  the 
chaplain's  organ.  There  was  a  rustle  of  pages,  and  then  the  voices  blended  in  the  melody 
of  a  hymn.  The  singing  was  not  loud.  O'ne  felt  it  more  than  heard  it,  as  the  waves  of 
sound  were  carried  away  by  the  strong  breeze,  that  was  also  making  the  flag  flap  violently 
on  the  mast  high  above.  Then  there  was  silence,  a  spoken,  prayer,  and  the  peals  of  the 
organ  again. 

Was  this  just  like  any  other  service?  Well,  no,  not  exactly.  This  was  a  service  in 
mid-ocean  on  a  troop  transport.  That  made  the  difference!  No  other  congregation  was 
ever  more  serious,  attentive,  awed,  seeking.  Many  looked  as  if  it  were  a  new  experience 
for  them;  others,  eyes  moist,  could  remember  their  home  churches.  A  few  seemed  to  be 
trying  to  remember  when  last  they  attended — their  eyes  looked  startled;  no,  certainly 
it  could  not  have  been  that  long! 

No  church  was  ever  more  beautiful,  than  our  church  that  morning,  for  had  not  Cod 
built  this  one  Himself:  created  the  sky  for  its  dome,  the  seas  for  its  carpet;  was  it  not 
Cod's  own  cathedral   with   its  windows  of  painted  sunlight? 

The  chaplain  delivered  his  sermon;  he  spoke  about  anchors — the  four  anchors  of  the 
ship,  two  for  use  and  two  spare,  and  about  the  anchors  a  man  needs  on  the  Sea  of  Life: 
the  anchor  of  courage,  of  faith,  of  Bible  study,  of  prayer,  which  give  any  man  assurance  as 
he   faces   the  unknown. 

As  the  service  came  to  a  close  we  realized  that  our  cause  is  not  to  conquer,  not  to 
be  victorious  alone,  but  to  do  the  will  of  Almighty  Cod.  "Be  strong  in  the  Lord,  and  in 
the  power  of  His  might."  And  so  we  crossed  into  the  unknown  with  every  confidence, 
hope  and  peace,  for  as  the  Scriptures  read,  "Thou  wilt  keep  him  in  perfect  peace  whose 
mind  is  stayed  on  Thee." — T/5  Albert  W.   Eckenroth 


Straight     from     the    battle    zone 
came  this  report  of  a  SMCL  unit 


Objectivei  Mlowship 


By    CHAPLAIN    CLIFFORD    P.    MOREHOUSE 


Note:  The  author,  a  captain  in  the  Marine 
Corps  Reserve,  is  in  civilian  life  editor  of  The 
Living  Chttrch,  weekly  publication  of  the  Episcopal 
Church.  The  foregoing  was  written  for  the  column 
in  his  periodical  entitled  "Through  the  Editor's 
Window,"   and   is   reprinted   by  permission. 

(SoiiwzvJiere  in  the  Pacific) 


ABOARD  this  transport,  carrying  Marines 
of  the  Fifth  Amphibious  Corps  from 
Iwo  Jima  to  a  rehabiHtation  area,  a  new 
chapter  of  the  Service  Men's  Christian 
League  has  just  been  organized.  At  the 
first  meeting  after  preliminary-organization, 
32  members  were  enrolled,  a  project  was 
adopted,  more  than  $50  was  contributed 
toward  that  project,  and  a  valuable  discus- 
sion on  "how  we  can  help  our  chaplain" 
was  conducted.  Not  a  bad  start,  by  any 
yardstick. 

The  Service  Men's  Christian  League  is 
to  the  men  in  the  armed  forces  what  the 
young  people's  organizations  of  the  various 
communions  are  at  home.  In  a  sense  it  is  a 
sort  of  combined  Young  People's  Fellow- 
ship, Christian  Endeavor,  and  Luther 
League — but  with  two  significant  differ- 
ences. For  one  thing,  it  is  interdenomina- 
tional ;  for  another,  it  is  more  definitely 
evangelistic  and  missionary  than  most  of 
these  organizations.  Service  men  have  a 
wealth  of  planned  social  and  recreational 
activities — as  many  as  local  circumstances 
will  permit — and  the  only  reason  for  having 
an  organization  under  religious  auspices  is 
to  serve  definitely  religious  purposes.  In 
that  respect,  the   SMCL  is  more   like  the 


Brotherhood  of  St.  Andrew  than  any  other 
organization  of  our  own  Episcopal  Church. 

Every  member  of  the  SMCL  signs  the 
following  "covenant,"  which  is  printed  on 
the  back  of  the  membership  card  as  a  con- 
stant reminder : 

"Trusting  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  as 
my  Saviour,  I  will  endeavor — 

"To  maintain  the  habit  of  prayer  and 
Bible  Study. 

"To  reverence  the  name  of  God,  to  make 
clean  speech  and  clean  living  habitual  in  my 
life,  to  reveal  the  Christian  spirit  daily, 
administering  to  the  needs  and  defending 
the  rights   of  my  fellow  men  everywhere. 

"To  attend  and  take  part  in  divine  serv- 
ices of  worship  and  in  League  activities ; 
to  maintain  my  interest  in  my  home  church 
while  in  my  country's   service. 

"To  bring  others  to  Christ  and  to  equip 
myself  to  be  a  useful  citizen  and  an  in- 
fluential Christian  on  my  return  to  civil 
life." 

Aboard  this  ship,  the  organization  of  the 
SMCL  has  been  brought  about  largely  by 
the  interest  and  enthusiasm  of  a  group  of 
enlisted  men  and  two  or  three  officers, 
guided  by  the  leadership  of  Chaplain  Henry 
E.  Austin,  who  is  a  Baptist  minister.  That 
the  group  has  strong  lay  leadership  is 
shown  by  the  fact  that,  when  the  unit  was 
divided  between  two  transports  on  the  trip 
to  Iwo  Jima,  daily  Bible  classes  and  serv- 
ices were  held  on  the  ship  that  had  no 
Protestant  chaplain  as  well  as  the  one  on 
which  the  chaplain  was  embarked.   It  was 
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out  of  the  groups  that  gathered  on  these 
two  ships  on  the  way  out  that  the  new 
organization  has  been  formed. 

Officers  of  the  Fifth  Amphibious  Corps 
branch  of  the  Service  Men's  Christian 
League  are:  1st  Lt.  Edwin  L.  Jones,  Jr., 
of  Charlotte,  N.  C,  president;  PhM  3c 
Fred  A.  Davis,  of  Detroit,  Mich.,  vice- 
president  ;  PhM  3c  Robert  E.  Crawford, 
of  Helena,  Ark.,  secretary  ;  and  Cpl.  John 
Edward  Johnston,  of  Shannon,  Miss.,  treas- 
urer. It  happens  that  the  president  and  the 
treasurer  are  Methodists  while  the  vice- 
president  and  tlie  secretary  are  Baptists, 
though  more  than  a  dozen  denominations 
are  represented  in  the  membership. 

Rather  surprising  to  some  of  the  people 
at  home,  perhaps,  is  the  first  project 
adopted  by  this  new  organization.  Fresh 
from  the  bitter  fighting  at  Iwo  Jima,  it 
might  naturally  be  supposed  that  these 
Marines  and  Navy  corpsmen  would  have 
nothing  but  hatred  for  the  Japanese.  But 
their  first  project,  adopted  almost  unani- 
mously, was  the  purchase  of  100  or  more 
New  Testaments  in  Japanese  and  Korean 
to  be  distributed  among  prisoners,  of  war. 
And  despite  the  fact  that  the  men  have  had 
no  regular  pay  day  for  over  two  months, 
they  generously  contributed  well  over  $1.00 
per  capita  toward  this  project.  Perhaps  this 
might  serve  as  an  example  to  some  of  our 


good  Church  people  at  home,  who  are  in- 
clined to  think  of  "missions"  in  terms  of  a 
few  pennies  a  week ! 

It  was  my  privilege  to  lead  the  discussion 
on  ways  of  helping  the  chaplain  in  his 
work,  and  I  have  rarely  had  the  privilege 
of  discussion  with  a  more  enthusiastic  and 
do-operative  group.  With  the  enrolled  mem- 
bership as  a  nucleus,  60  or  70  men  were 
in  the  discussion  group.  Suggestions  ranged 
all  the  way  from  seeing  that  the  service 
books  were  made  readily  available  on  Sun- 
days to  bearing  practical  witness  to  Christ 
in  everyday  life,  and  bringing  others  to 
knowledge  of  the  Christian  faith. 

Here  is  a  real  "cell"  of  militant  Chris- 
tianity— 'one  of  many  scattered  here  and 
there  throughout  the  armed  forces,  bound] 
together  with  one  another  and  with  ecumen-j 
ical  Christianity  at  home  through  the! 
Service  Men's  Christian  League.  Many  of 
our  own  Church  boys  are  included  in  this] 
and  similar  chapters,  through  which  theirl 
Christian  faith  is  being  strengthened  and] 
deepened. 

When  these  men  return,  they  should 
be  stronger  members  of  their  home  parishes 
and  of  the  Church  than  ever  before.  Re- 1 
member  them  in  your  prayers — and  write 
to  them  as  often  as  you  can,  assuring  them' 
of  the  continuing  interest  of  the  Church 
at  home. 


^^HAT  are  you?  Are  you  a  body?  Then  you  are  a  combination  of  such  simple  ele- 
ments as  lime,  salt,  iron,  etc.  The  prophet  Job  speaks  of  himself  as  something  Cod 
had  fenced  in  with  skin,  flesh  and  bones.  You  are  not  a  body.  You  have  a  body. 

Are  you  a  brain?  Or  is  your  brain  you?  Then  you  are  not  the  same  person  you  were 
a  few  years  ago,  for  the  brain  is  made  up  of  millions  of  cells  that  are  continually 
changing.  Memory  does  not  die  with  changing  cells.  Intelligence  originated  in  a  deeper 
realm.  The  brain  has  no  power  to  originate  or  create.  It  is  the  seed  of  thought,  not  the 
source  of  thought.  You  are  not  a  brain.  You  have  a  brain. 

Then  what  are  you?  The  first  writer  in  the  Bible  says,  "Cod  breathed  into  man's 
nostrils  the  spirit  of  life,  and  man  became  a  living  soul."  It  is  clear  then  that  you  are 
not  a  body,  and  you  are  not  a  brain.  You  are  a  living  soul  that  will  never  die.  When 
death  unlocks  the  door  of  the  body  in  which  you  now  live,  you  will  continue  to  live 
somewhere  forever. 

Your  body  will  die  and  decay.  Your  brain  will  cease  to  function,  but  you  will  never 
die.  Where  you  live  after  your  body  releases  you,  depends  on  the  life  choices  you  make 
today. — The  Thought  Loom 


By    CHAPLAIN    O.    A.   WITHEE 


SOLDIERS  often  hear  and  make  the 
remark,  "I'll  not  get  it  before  my  num- 
ber is  up," — "I  won't  die  until  my  time 
comes,"  or  "That  one  wasn't  meant  for  me." 
Such  remarks  are  indicative  of  a'  fatalistic 
philosophy  of  life  which  leaves  the  field 
wide  open  to  an  even  more  fatal  end.  But 
before  we  get  too  deeply  into  the  subject, 
there  are  a  few  points  which  must  be  ad- 
mitted. The  first  is  that  life  appears  from 
observation,  often  to  be  mixed  with  the 
power  of  choice,  barring  certain  instances 
which  admit  of  only  one  outcome.  Secondly, 
that,  among  those  who  devouth^  believe  in 
God,  it  is  admitted  He  has  a  purpose,  and 
in  a  broad  outline,  a  purpose  for  each  life. 
Thirdlj-,  man  will  never  be~given  to  know 
all  that  is  destined  and  what  is  not.  Thus 
the  balances  appear  to  be  approximately  the 
same  either  way ;  however,  a  closer  scrutiny 
of  the  arguments  from  the  Christian  stand- 
point tips  the  balances  to  that  side,  for  lie 
should  have  the  faith  that  "all  things  work 
together  for  good  to  them  that  love  God, 
to  those  who  are  called  according  to  His 
purpose."  If  then,  God  has  a  purpose,  it 
may  at  least  be  called  a  benevolent  fatalism. 
Fatalism,  as  commonly  thought,  does  not 
take  into  consideration  the  human  factors 
of  response  and  free  will.  Strictly  speak- 
ing only  man's  death  is  "fated''  or  absolute. 


"It  is  appointed  for  man  once  to  die."  Prior 
to  that  all  things  aft'ecting  him  hinge  on 
either  his  own  will  or  that  of  others.  The 
deterministic  philosophy  of  the  nineteenth 
century  and  the  behavioristic  of  the  twen- 
tieth are  giving  way  now  to  that  of  will, 
a  will  which  is  human,  yet  undergirded  by 
the  divine. 

Cod's  Purpose  for  the  World 

As  Christians  we  admit  God  has  a  pur- 
pose for  the  world.  In  a  sense  it  has  en- 
dowed man  with  a  free  will,  and  the 
inclination  to  choose  the  will  of  God  as 
His  will  becomes  imderstood.  Only  under 
these  conditions  is  there  a  possible  basis 
for  the  common  expression,  "What  is  must 
be."  Shakespeare  avowed  "there  is  a  des- 
tiny which  shapes  our  ends,  rough  hew 
them  how  we  ma}*."  The  divine  shaping  is 
true  and  the  end  also  is  true,  but  the  times 
and  places  depend  upon  the  human  response, 
that  of  one's  own  free  will. 

Fatalism  in  its  lower  and  commoner 
forms  leads  to  a  recklessness  in  living. 
Because  a  man  "won't  die  until  his  time 
comes"  does  not  give  him  license  to  aban- 
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don  prudence  and  judgment  as  based  on  the 
first  law  of  nature.  Man's  "times  and  sea- 
sons" may  be  in  the  hands  of  God  but  the 
Army  recognizes  the  value  of  training  for 
self-preservation !  If,  after  one  has  exer- 
cised his  best  judgment  in  giving  circum- 
stances, he  sees  death  is  inevitable,  what 
charge  can  he  make?  Did  some  blind,  in- 
tangible force  put  him  there  to  make 
obeisance  to  the  grim  reaper,  or  was  it  a 
combination  of  the  minds  of  men?  Because 
the  cause  of  his  present  predicament  was 
the  bent  of  a  nation  at  war,  can  he  charge 
God  or  fate  that  he  is  about  to  close  his 
earthly  account?  Hardly  so.  There  was  a 
higher  and  more  powerful  national  mind 
against    which    his    own    was    powerless. 

Wars  Are  Man-Made  Affairs 

One  cannot  charge  a  benevolent  God 
with  inciting  nations  to  war.  The  fatalities 
of  warfare  are  the  results  of  man's  taking 
advantage  of  the  laws  of  nature  and  using 
them  to  fire  his  guns,  fly  his  planes  and 
sail  his  ships.  The  skill  of  one  side  is  pitted 
against  the  skill  of  the  other.  Certainly  the 
training  and  prudence  or  lack  of  it  will  in 
a  large  measure  affect  the  number  of 
casualties.  It  is  hardly  conceivable  that  a 
man  dash  across  No-Man's-Land  shouting, 
"I'll  not  die  until  my  time  comes."  He  does 
not  throw  caution  and  his  best  judgment  to 
the  winds  in  assaulting  a  machine-gun  nest. 
Although  it  is  conceivable  that  there  are 
some  who  hold  so  low  a  conception  of  life 
and  its  fatalistic  tendencies  that  they  might 
say  as  Shakespeare  did,  "Out,  out,  brief 
candle  .  .  .  life  is  but  a  walking  shadow 
that  frets  and  struts  his  hour  upon  the 
stage  and  is  heard  no  more ;  a  tale  told 
by  an  idiot,  full  of  sound  and  fury,  signi- 
fying nothing."  Such  men  do  not  last  long 
in  battle  or  survive  where  good  judgment 
is  needed.  "Banzai"  is  not  in  the  Christian 
philosophy. 

Tliere  is  a  Christian  fatalism,  however, 
which  is  able  to  fortify,  ennoble,  and  give 


purpose  to  life  and  living.  Only,  in  the 
Christian  philosophy  it  is  not  called  "fatal- 
ism" but  "faith."  The  outstanding  example 
is  the  death  of  Jesus  on  the  Cross.  While 
His  life  was  under  control  of  His  own  will. 
He  made  sure  that  His  will  was  the  will  of 
God.  There  is  a  world  of  difference  in  be- 
lieving a  circumstance  to  be  the  product  of 
blind  fate  or  to  be  the  will  of  God.  We 
would  do  well  to  examine  the  difference 
between  events  which  arise  out  of  the  hu- 
man and  those  which  arise  out  of  the  divine. 
The  key  to  either  or  both  lies  in  the  word 
"PURPOSE."  Blind  fate  discloses  no  pur- 
pose while  an  event  based  on  the  faith  that 
it  is  God's  will  has  purpose.  Pagan  ideas  of 
fatalism  and  Christian  ideas  of  God  are 
poles  apart,  yet  as  we  see  them,  they  are 
strangely  mixed  in  everyday  life.  Fatalism 
in  its  common  connotation  sees  the  curtain 
on  life  pulled  down  by  an  omnipotent  blind, 
force  while  Christian  fatalism  sees  the  sam< 
curtain  lifted  by  the  hand  of  God  to  behok 
behind  it  the  revelation  that  life  is  livec 
to  a  purpose  however  dimly  apprehended' 
here.  Thus  one  catches  glimpses  of  things 
that  on  earth  "eye  hath' not  seen,  ear  hath  J I 
not  heard,  nor  hath  it  entered  into  the"] 
heart  of  man  the  things  God  has  prepared 
for  those  who  love  Him." 

What    Is   the   Christian   Attitude? 

Fatalism  may  seem  a  comfortable  phi- 
losophy for  a  soldier,  but  the  recklessness 
which  is  usually  attended  is  always  danger- 
ous. Moreover  it  is  destructive  to  Christian 
character.  It  is  easy  to  see  why  so  many 
Christian  men  lean  towards  it  rather  than 
to  faith  in  a  Heavenly  Father.  It  is  difficult 
to  reconcile  the  incidents  of  the  battlefield 
with  much  of  our  early  Christian  training 
— of  some  sorts.  "Though  a  thousand  shall 
fall  at  thy  side  and  ten  thousand  at  thy  I 
right  hand,  it  shall  not  come  nigh  thee. 
.  ,  .  Surely  He  shall  deliver  thee  from  the 
snare  of  the  fowler  and  from  the  noisome 
pestilence.  .  .  ."  All  this  is  taken  literally,    , 
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when  in  reality  the  Psalmist  was  speaking  keep    that    which    I    have    committed    unto 

of    spiritual    evil    and    not    mortal    danger.  -  Him  against  that  day" ;  and  "I  have  fought 

When  we  learn  that  God  deals  in  spiritual  a  good  fight,  I  have  finished  my  course,  I 

forces,  through,  by  and  with  natural  things,  have  kept  the  faith,  henceforth  there  is  laid 

we  see  clearly  the  difiference  between  blind  up  for  me  a  crown  of  righteousness  which 

fatalism  and  Christian  faith.  In  Paul's  last  the    Lord   the    righteous    Judge    shall   give 

letter,  while  he  was  awaiting  execution  in  me  at  that  day."   Let  us  believe  not  in  a 

a  Roman  prison,  he  w^rote,   "God  has  not  blind    fate    but    a    benevolent,    purposeful 

given  us  the  spirit  to  fear,  but  to  love  and  God,  serving  Him  so  that  we  may  be  ready 

have  a  sound  mind."  Lie  also  wrote  at  the  daily  to  give   account  of  our   stewardship 

same  time,  "For  I  know  whom  I  have  be-  of   life,   all  through  its   experiences  up   to 

lieved  and  am  persuaded  that  He  is  able  to  the  earthly  close. 


'7^ea^  (^au€^uuHe*tt .  .  .  * 


/TLL  the  troubles  in  the  world  are  not  concentrated  on  the  battlefronts,  as  witness 
the  following  sentences  taken  from  actual  letters  received  from  wives,  mothers  and 
other  dependents  of  service  men  by  the  Naval  Bureau  in  Washington  which  handles 
applications  for  allotments.  These  little  glimpses  of  harassment  on  the  home  front  were 
sent  us  by  a  chaplain's  wife  who,  as  a  WAVE,  is  employed  at  the  bureau  in  question. 
We  give  'em  to  you  unedited: 

"My  husband  has  zv'orked  on  shift  for  about  tzvo  vwiiths,  and  nozv  he  has 
left  me.  I  ain't  had  no  pay  since  he  has  gone  or  before  either." 

"Please  send  me  a  letter  and  tell  me  if  my  husband  made  application  for  a 
znnf-a  and  baby." 

"Please  send  me  my  elopement,  as  I  have  a  four  month  old  baby  and  he  is 
iny  only  support  and  I  need  all  I  can  get  ezfery  day  to  buy  food  and  keep  him, 
in  close." 

"I  have  already  zm-ote  to  the  President  and  if  I  don't  hear  from  you  I 
will  zvrite  to  Uncle  Sam  and  tell  him  about  yoit  both." 

"This  is  my  eighth  child.  What  are  you  going  to  do  about  it?" 

"I  can't  get  sick  pay.  I  got  six  children.  Can  you  tell  me  zuhaf  this  is?" 

"Yon  have  changed  my  little  boy  to  a  girl.  Does  this  make  a  difference?" 

"In  accordance  zvith  your  instructions  I  have  given  birth  to  tzjuins  in  the\ 
enclosed  envelope." 

"Sir:  I  am  forzvarding  my  marriage  certificate  and  tzvo  children.  One  is  U 
mistake  as  you  can  see  for  yourself." 

"In  anszwr  to  your  letter,  I  gave  birth  to  a  boy  zveighing  101  pounds.  I 
hope  this  is  satisfactory." 

"I  am  told  that  my  husband  sets  in  the  YMCA  every  night  zvith  the  piano 
playing  in  his  uniform.  I  think  you  zmll  find  him  there." 


God  . . . 


BOD,  as  the  Deity,  is  supreme  over  all. 
In  His  capacity  as  the  Disposer  He  is 
the  Assayer  of  all  His  creatures  and  fash- 
ions tests  to  reveal  to  them  the  purity  of 
the  metals  out  of  which  He  has  been  pleased 
to  mould  mortals.  He  who  has  silver- 
smelted  His  Word  so  that  it  is  divinely 
pure  and  seven-times  refined  would  have  the 
creatures  of  His  hand  also  pure  and  flaw- 
less before  His  sight.  Thus  He  plans  trials 
to  determine  the  amount  of  dross  which 
needs  to  be  removed. 

God  does  not  always  devise  trials  in 
which  there  is  suffering  and  pain.  He  effec- 
tually accomplishes  His  purposes  through 
His  promises.  He  speaks,  and  then  waits 
to  see  how  we  will  act  toward  His  declara- 
tions. In  the  act  of  assaying  us  He  gives 
us  a  promise  which  acts  as  a  touchstone. 
If  it  fortifies  our  spirit,  our  conduct  will 
be  pleasing  to  Him  and  beneficial  to  us.  If 
it  is  not  believed,  our  spirit  is  devitalized 
and  our  deportment  will  be  displeasing  to 
Him  and  harmful  to  us. 

He  tells  us  that  no  trial  overtakes  us 
except  that  which  is  common  to  all   men, 
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Cod  will  not  fry  us  beyond  cur  ability 
to  overcome,  and  that,  together  with  the 
trial,    will    give     us    strength     to    meet     it 

By   SCT.    FRANK    N.    POHORLAK 


that  He  will  not  allow  us  to  be  tried  beyond 
our  ability  to  overcome,  and  that,  together 
with  the  trial.  He  will  give  us  the  strength 
to  undergo  it.  Thus  in  the  process  of  being 
tried  we  are  pre-tested  with  a  promise. 
Our  attitude  toward  it  assays  us.  The  trial 
may  test  us  sorely,  but  the  result  is  sure — 
unqualified  success,  if  we  undergo  it  with 
the  strength  He  supplies.  To  attempt  to 
stand  up  to  testing  without  His  ever- 
present  aid  is  to  face  certain  defeat. 

First  comes  testing,  then  triumph  through 
Him.  When  His  promises  have  assayed  us 
and  not  found  us  wanting,  we  shall  be  able 
to  give  thanks  unto  Jehovah.  Then  we  can 
spread  abroad  the  exploits  of  God  among 
the  people.  Then  will  our  glorying  be  in 
His  name  and  not  in  our  strength.  Then  we 
shall  be  enabled  to  exalt  Him  who  has 
promised  that  when  He  is  exalted  He  will 
draw  all  of  Himself.  The  Promiser  probes 
us  with  His  promises,  and  they  assay  us. 

Abraham's    Faith 

Abraham  is  a  character  worth  contem- 
plating, for  his  conduct  confirms  the  con- 
clusion of  our  study.  The  record  in  the 
Scriptures  is  designed  to  be  a  repository  or 
thesaurus  of  truth  from  which  we  may 
draw  lessons  to  benefit  us  when  our  faith 
seems  bankrupt  and  our  courage  overdrawn. 
Read  what  Paul  has  to  say  of  Abraham  in 
Romans  4:16-21  as  a  background  for  the 
following  remark. 

Abraham  was  invigorated  in  faith,  fully 
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assured  that  what  He  has  promised  He  is 
able  to  do.  Thus  God's  promise  evoked 
from  Abraham  the  designed  effect.  It  as- 
sayed Abraham  and  did  not  find  him  want- 
ing. Abraham-  believed  God.  Thus  there 
could  be  but  one  outcome  to  God's  request 
for  the  offering  up  of  Isaac. 

"In  Isaac  shall  your  seed  be  called."  With 
this  promise  and  a  great  faith,  Abraham 
faced  God's  request.  In  view  of  the  promise 
made  by  Jehovah,  Abraham  knew  that  if 
he  slew  Isaac,  God  would  have  to  restore 
him  by  resurrection.  Thus  invigorated  he 
was  preparing  to  carry  into  effect  what  he 
had  been  instructed  to  perform.  "By  faith, 
Abraham,  being  tried,  has  offered  Isaac, 
and  he  who  receives  the  promises  offered 
the  only  begotten ;  he  to  whom  it  was 
spoken  that  Tn  Isaac  shall  your  seed  be 
called,'  reckons  that  God  is  able  to  be 
rousing  him  from  among  the  dead  also, 
whence  he  recovers  him  in  a  parable  also." 
(Hebrews  11 :17-19.) 

Then  there  was  Joseph  who,  even  though 
he  did  not  quite  understand,  knew  that 
there  was  a  sequel  to  his  sufferings.  He 
learned,  later,  that  God,  not  his  brethren, 
had  sent  him  into  slavery  in  an  alien  land 
so  that  his  brothers  would  be  able  to  come 
to  him  and  secure  rations  in  the  time  of 
famine.  They  meant  it  for  emi,  but  God 
meant  it  for  good. 

It  is  not  likely  that  Joseph  descended 
into  Egypt  with  this  outlook.  The  psalmist 
tells  us  that  God  sent  a  marf  before  them ; 
that  Joseph  was  sold  as  a  slave.  His  task- 
masters galled  his  feet  with  fetters  and  his 
soul  went  into  the  iron  until  the  time  that 
His  Word  came  to  pass.  When  the  promise 
of  Jehovah  had  assayed  Joseph,  then  came 
deliverance.  The  king  sent  and  loosed  him. 

How  deeply  indebted  we  are  to  impetuous 
Peter  and  his  mistakes.  Just  before  the  be- 
trayal of  Christ,  the  knower  of  hearts,  had 
told  him  that  in  this  night  all  would  forsake 
Him  and  flee.  Peter  had  been  told  that  after 
he  renounced  Christ,  wept  bitterly  and  then 


was  converted  he  would  be  used  to 
strengthen  the  brethren.  Christ  said  all 
would  forsake  Him.  Peter  reasoned,  when 
he  should  have  accepted  that  statement  in 
faith.  He  replied  that  though  all  should  for- 
sake Him  yet  he  would  never  do  so.  Peter 
said  that  "all"  meant  all  mimis  himself.  We 
know  what  happened  to  Peter  for  his  failure 
to  take  Christ  at  His  word. 

The  great  Faith  chapter  (Hebrews  11) 
gives  us  a  list  of  exploits  and  the  names  of 
men  (some  nameless)  who  had  been  assayed 
by  His  promises.  These  all  died  in  faith, 
not  being  requitted  with  the  promises.  To 
them  faith  was  an  assumption  of  what  is 
being  expected  and  a  conviction  concerning 
matters    which    are    not    being    observed. 

Faith,  an  Invigorating  Force 

Ostervald  in  his  French  translation  of 
Hebrews  11 :32  says  (Ont  I'effect  de  prom- 
esses),  "they  obtained  the  effect  of  the 
promises."  Though  they  were  not  requitted 
with  the  promises,  these  promises  assayed 
them  and  found  them  not  wanting.  They 
knew  the  Promiser  and  were  convinced  that 
He  would  perform  all  He  had  promised. 
Their  spirits  were  sustained  and  through 
their  faith,  which  invigorated  them,  they 
embraced  these  promises. 

Through  faith  they  subdued  kingdoms, 
wrought  righteousness,  obtained  promises, 
stopped  the  mouth  of  lions,  quenched  the 
violence  of  fire,  escaped  the  edge  of  the 
sword,  out  of  weakness  were  made  strong, 
waxed  valiant  in  fight,  turned  to  flight  the 
armies  of  aliens.  Women  received  their 
dead  raised  to  life  again:  and  others  were 
tortured,  not  accepting  deliverance  that 
they    might    obtain    a    better    resurrection. 

All  this  seems  so  far  away.  Suppose  we 
submit  ourselves  to  some  of  the  declarations 
God  makes  with  respect  to  the  world  and 
us  as  individuals  and  have  them  assay  us 
and  see  if  His  program  pleases,  perplexes, 
or  provokes  us.  To  make  it  personal  let  us 
use  the  word  "I." 
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"1  find  myself  facing  a  world  hostile  and 
war  bent.  I  cannot  see  how  God  can  be  good 
and  still  allow  all  these  sorrows  and 
troubles."  One  of  the  promises  which  assays 
us  is:  "Shall  not  the  God  of  all  the  earth 
do  right?"  If  "all  is  out  of  Him,  and 
through  Him,  and  for  Him"  (Romans  11 : 
36)  can  we  say  that  all  doesn't  mean  all? 
If  we  do,  the  promise  has  assayed  us  and 
found  us  wanting  of  faith  in  Him. 

His  promise  tries  our  reins  and  hearts 
and  exposes  our  bias  toward  tradition 
rather  than  truth.  If  we  reason  that  all 
excludes  what  we  designate  as  evil,  then  we 
limit  the  force  of  all  and  deny  that  He 
makes  Himself  responsible  as  the  Disposer 
who  operates  the  universe  according  to  His 
will.  Remember  Peter  and  his  all!  If  our 
faith  accepts  this  statement  as  a  fact  we 
are  enabled  to  face  every  trial  with  convic- 
tion, expectation  and  invigoration,  for  every 
fear  is  still  born  when  we  believe  that  the 
God  of  all  the  earth  always  shall  do  right. 

When  you  sing,  "Standing  on  the  prom- 
ises .  .  ."  remember  that  promises  in  them- 
selves are  poor  things  on  which  to  lean. 
We  stand  on  the  Promiser  of  the  promises. 
A  promise  is  no  better  than  the  one  making 
the  promise.  Do  we  believe  that  He  prom- 
ises but  does  not  perform?  That  His  Word 
is  not  reliable  and  worthy  of  trust?  Of 
course  we  do  not. 

We  may  ask  ourselves  any  question  you 
like  and  find  an  answer  in  the  Word  which 
should  be  hidden  in  our  hearts  lest  we  sin 


or  miss  the  mark  In  the  time  of  testing.  We 
should  know  His  Word,  for  it  is  a  reser- 
voir of  His  life-giving  water  in  the  time 
of  testing  in  the  desert  when  the  wells  we 
have  dug,  and  on  which  we  have  relied,  are 
dry  and  mock  our  thirst.  "I  am  the  Living 
Water,"  He  says. 

Our  faithlessness  does  not  affect  His 
faithfulness.  God  cannot  lie.  He  cannot  re- 
nounce Himself.  What  He  pledges  in  His 
promise  He  will  perform  in  His  time.  If 
we  belie\^e  that  all  is  in  His  plans,  then 
our  present  circumstance  is  the  product  of 
His  pleasure  and  produces  the  peace  of 
God  which  is  superior  to  every  mental  state. 

His  promises  have  assayed  us  in  the  past ; 
we  have  sometimes  believed,  but  perhaps, 
more  often  disbelieved.  In  the  future  His 
promises  shall  still  be  assaying  us.  How  do 
you,  the  reader,  stand  with  regard  to  His 
promises — acceptance  or  rejection?  Only 
in  the  former  is  there  peace  and  satisfaction. 
Only  in  the  former  is  there  the  energy 
which  enables  us  to  live  a  victorious  life 
and  to  be  yoked  with  Him  as  fellow- work- 
ers in  a  venture  whose  end  is  sure — success. 
God  loves  the  world.  He  is  just  and  the 
Justified  of  him  who  is  of  the  faith  of 
Christ.  Thus  are  we  united  to  God  through 
our  faith  in  His  Son  who  was  made  sin  that 
we  might  become  the  righteousness  of  God 
in  Him  and  have  His  life.  Let  us  believe 
God,  the  Assayer  of  all  is  waiting  for 
your  decision.  Let  your  answer  be,  "Lord, 
I  believe." 


(T^V^^^^ 


^^H'EN  man  loses  faith  in  Cod.  he  loses  faith  in  himself;  when  the  sense  of  the 
immortal  life  grows  dim,  his  inalienable  rights  as  a  person  fade  too.  For  unless  man 
is  something  more  than  an  animal,  he  has  no  rights  that  anyone  is  bound  to  respect, 
and  there  are  no  limitations  upon  his  conduct  which  he  is  bound  to  obey.  This  is  the 
foundation  of   liberty   in   the  only  sense    in   which    it   can    endure. — Walter   Lippmann 


General  Secretary,  Service  Men's  Christian  League 


WHAT  will  happen  to  the  SMCL  and 
LixK  magazine  after  the  war?  Will 
they  continue?  Will  membership  be  main- 
tained? These  and  many  similar  questions 
are  frequently  asked,  but  are  difficult  to 
answer.  In  fact,  at  the  present  time  no  one 
can  give  a  complete  answer  to  these  ques- 
tions because  the  future  of  the  SMCL  is  in 
the  hands  of  sixty  representatives  of 'thirty 
denominations.  As  they  joined  in  forming 
the  League,  so  they  must  join  in  making 
decisions  about  policies  for  the  future. 

Of  course,  the  SMCL  belongs  to  you. 
What  you  think  about  its  future  is  very 
important.  Therefore,  this  is  my  request 
to  every  reader  of  Link  :  take  ten  minutes 
and  write  a  card  or  letter  to  the  representa- 
tive of  your  church  on  the  National  Coun- 
cil of  the  SMCL,  giving  him  your  sugges- 
tions for  postwar  plans  of  the  League  and 
Link  magazine.  If  you  do  not  know  your 
denominational  representative,  look  on 
pages  3  and  4  of  the  May,  1945,  issue,  or 
write  to  the  national  headquarters,  1700 
Sanson!  Street,  Philadelphia  3,  Pa. 

(See  photo) 

From  time  to  time,  we  print  stories  of 
SMCL  units  which  act  as  an  official  ad- 
visory board  for  chaplains.  We  are  proud 
of  the   league   units    serving   in   this   way. 

■|     Cpl.    Lee    Collins,    assisting    Chaplain 

\ 


Claude  Mclntoch,  wrote  about  the  SMCL 
of  the  71st  Service  Group.  In  part,  this  is 
what  he  said:  "We  have  an  SMCL  unit 
here  and  the  members  play  an  important 
part  in  our  church  grogram.  We  came  on 
the  island  before  it  was  secured  and  had 
the  first  chapel  here.  Since  those  days  of 
air  raids,  we  have  moved  to  another  sec- 
tion of  the  island  and  now  boast  the  first 
Quonset  Hut  chapel  on  the  island.  The  men 
of  the  SMCL  unit  played  an  enormous 
part  in  getting  the  chapel  ready,  giving 
their  own  free  time  to  work.  Seats  were 
made  from  ammunition  boxes,  indirect 
lighting  from  shells,   and  all   sorts  of  im- 


Chaplain     Claude    Mcintosh    and     Cpl.     Leo 
Collins,    at    pulpit    and    organ    (See    story) 
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Members  of  the  SMCL  unit  at  Ascension  Island  engage  in  hymn-s 


provised  materials  used.  When  you  stop  to 
think  of  the  place  where  we  are  and  what 
it  was  when  we  first  came  here,  and  then 
look  into  this  gracious  and  beautiful  house 
of  God,  it'  is  hard  to  believe  that  we  are 
thousands  of  miles  from  our  homeland. 
"The  drapes  are  of  blue  and  gray  with  a 
gold  cross,  the  wood  is  in  natural  color, 
varnished,  the  floor  and  seats  are  of  Spanish 
tile  color,  and  the  altar  rail  is  white,  as  are 
the  walls.  The  chapel  is  used  by  all  faiths. 
Let  me  tell  you  that  the  overseas  soldier 
is  God-conscious.  Chaplain  Mclntoch  has 
done  and  is  doing  a  splendid  job,  and  has 
been  a  great  leader." 

(See  photo  on  page  48) 

Much  has  happened  in  American  life 
since  the  war  began  and  nothing  is  more 
foreboding  for  the  future  than  the  rise  of 
racial  hatred.  It  is  so  prominent  in  some 
cities  and  states,  in  both  the  North  and 
South,  that  many  people  consider  this  the 
number    one    postwar    issue    of    America, 

One  encouraging  sign  is  that  men  of  all 
colors  are  fighting  side  by  side,  and  dying 
for  each  other.  That  should  be  a  sure  way 
to  break  down  prejudice.  It  is  hoped  that 
service  men  and  women,  when  they  return 
home,  will  help  civilians  see  that  the  worth 
of  an  individual  is  not  in  his  color  of  skin, 
but  in  what  he  stands  for,  and  lives  for. 


Therefore,  it  is  gratifying  to  get  a  story 
from  the  SMCL  unit  in  the  South  Pacific 
where  white  and  colored  Alarines  worship 
together.  For  some  time  the  two  units  met 
separately,  but  later  joined  forces,  with 
an    average    attendance    of    sixty    Marines. 

Chaplain  W.  Jack  Lewis  describes  the 
fellowship  circle  which  is  used  at  the  close 
of  each  meeting.  "With  hands  crossed, 
gripping  the  hands  of  those  on  either  side, 
the  men  stood  shoulder  to  shoulder.  In  this 
closing  ceremony,  we  sang  'Blest  Be  the 
Tie  That  Binds,'  'Sing  Your  Way  Home,' 
'Have  Thine  Own  Way,  Lord,'  and  'Into 
My  Heart,'  closing  with  prayer  and  bene- 
diction by  the  chaplain.  Without  question, 
our  SMCL  formed  •the  spiritual  nucleus 
for  the  entire  depot." 

(See  photos) 

Most  League  units  use  the  "Topic  Talks' 
printed  in  each  issue  of  Link  as  the  basi; 
for  their  discussion.  From  time  to  time 
other  topics  are  used  and  we  are  glad  to' 
hear  about  them.  Cpl.  Louis  A.  Bersing, 
president  of  the  SMCL  unit  of  Ascension 
Island,  sends  us  the  following  interesting 
account:  "About  five  months  ago  there 
was  formed  on  this  island  a  unit  of  the 
Service  Men's  Christian  League.  Actually 
it  was  an  outgrowth  of  a  Bible  discussion 
group  that  met  each  week.  At  the  time  the 
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unit  was  organized,  the  group  decided  to 
elect  new  officers  every  three  months.  The 
first  officers  were  T/Sgt.  W.  Shanks,  presi- 
dent; John  Bauer,  vice-president;  S/Sgt. 
Robert  Meade,  secretary. 

"The  titles  of  the  first  few  discussions 
were:  '■V\aio  Is  My  Neighbor?'  'Shall  We 
Pray?'  and  Taith— What  Is  It?'  The  pro- 
gram committee  then  launched  upon  an 
ambitious  project  which  would  take  two 
months  to  complete.  In  keeping  with  the 
current  flood  of  postwar  discussions  and 
plans,  the  committee  decided  to  devote  the 
efforts  of  this  League  unit  toward  studying 
the  state  of  our  churches  and  their  future. 
At  the  conclusion  of  the  series  a  paper 
entitled  'The  Postwar  Church'  was  pre- 
pared containing  the  gist  of  matters  dis- 
cussed and  conclusions  dra\vn.  (See  Link, 
June,  1945,  p.  2L) 

"It  is  interesting  to  note  that  such  a 
paper  was  possible  despite  the  many  differ- 
ent denominations  represented.  The  article, 
however,  did  not  contain  all  of  the  ideas 
discussed  without  being  excessively  long. 
The  statements,  though  they  may  take  on 
a  dogmatic  appearance,  were  discussed  from 
all  'sides,  and  the  difficulties  and  problems 
considered.  A  cop}"  of  this  treatise  has  been 
sent  to  the  headquarters  of  the  denomina- 
tions listed  by  The  Lixk  as  supporting 
denominations.  All  have  been  invited  to 
criticize  and  comment  upon  our  work. 

"The  current  officers  are:  Cpl.  Bersing, 
president;  Sgt.  Vane  Worden,  vice-presi- 
dent ;  and  Sgt.  Thompson,  secretary.  These 
officers  are  the  chairmen  of  the  following 
committees :  Program,  membership  and 
social,  respectively." 

Two  SIMCL  units  have  reported  inter- 
esting installation  services.  The  first  letter 
comes    from    Chaplain    Doyle    T.    Rowe, 

jl   sponsor  of  the  unit  at  78th  Station  Hospital. 
With   the    story,    Chaplain    Rowe    sent   an 


Broadcast  over  local  GI  station  conducted  by 
(I.  to  r.)  Pvt.  Ted  Eckman,  announcer ;  Chaplain 
Bratcher  and  Cpl.  L.  A.  Bersing,  president  of  the 
SMCL  unit 


attractive  red,  white  and  blue  bulletin — im- 
printed with  the  SAICL  insignia  and  the 
words,  "United  In  Christian  Fellowship"— 
and  announcing-  a  "Candlelight  Anniversary 
Service."  Officers  of  this  League  unit  are: 
George  Mitchell,  president :  James  Jacobs, 
vice-president;  Harry  Matherson,  secre- 
tary-treasurer; Robert  Greer,  Bible  read- 
er ;  John  Schroeder,  song  leader. 

From  Chaplain  Rowe's  letter  we  quote: 
"We  had  an  inspirational  service  on  the 
anniversary  and  a  good  attendance.  The 
setting  for  the  meeting  was  beautiful.  The 
chapel  was  lighted  only  with  candles,  and 
our  Communion  altar  was  arranged  with  a 
cross,  two  candle  holders  and  the  open 
Bible.  The  entire  service  was  outstanding." 

From  Pvt.  J.  K.  Anderson,  the  secretarj^ 
of  the  341st  Infantry,  SMCL,  we  received 
the  following  stor}": 

"Shortly  after  the  Service  Men's  Chris- 
tian League  unit  here  was  organized,  we 
decided  to  hold  an  induction  service  so  that 
membership  cards  could  be  presented  to 
those  who  had  taken  an  active  part  in  the 
organization.  At  the  suggestion  of  our 
sponsor.  Chaplain  Arthur  L.  Herries,  a 
candlelight  service  was  planned,  to  be  held 
at  the  near-by  beach.  A  group  of  some 
twenty-five  were  present.  Each  of  the  new 
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(Left)  Service  Men's  Chris- 
tian League  unit  of  the  Thir- 
teenth Air  Force  in  the  Pacific 
theater  of  operations  hold  serv- 
ices in  their  chapel.  George 
Nevin  (American  Red  Cross), 
president  of  the  unit,  is  lead- 
ing the  singing.  Sgt.  Donald 
Hevel  is  vice-president,  and 
Sgt.  0.  C.  Mabee  is  secty.- 
treas. 
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members  was  given  a  candle,  which  he 
lighted  from  the  one  at  the  improvised 
altar  and  held  aloft  while  quoting  a  favorite 
verse  from  the  Scriptures.  Refreshments 
and  group  singing  followed  the  service. 
All  of  us  returned  to  camp  feeling  that  the 
Lord  had  richly  blessed  them.  Similar 
services  are  planned  at  a  two-month  interval 
for  the  induction  of  new  members." 

Chaplain  W.  F.  McClain  is  tHe  sponsor 
of  the  League  unit  with  the  Sixth  Marine 
Division.  Jack  S.  Gore,  Jr.,  secretar}-  of 
the  SMCL,  sends  us  this  story. 

"For  four  weeks  we  gathered  and  dis- 
cussed the  idea  of  organizing  a  League  unit 
in  our  regiment.  On  November  3rd,  1944, 
we  had  an  ingathering  of  members,  fifteen, 
to  be  exact.  Since  that  time,  six  months  ago. 


we  have  taken  in  seven  new  members,  mak- 
ing a  total  of  twenty-two.  Each  week  two 
men  are  selected  to  lead  the  meeting  which 
is  divided  into  a  devotional  period  and  a 
discussion  led  by  the  chairman.  The  topics 
for  these  forums  are  taken  from  Link 
magazine. 

"New  officers  for  terms  of  six  months 
are:  Calvin  D.  Fields,  Edmond  G. 
Lawrence  and  Jack  S.  Gore,  Jr." 

(See  photo  on  page  48) 

Another  story  comes  from  Sgt.  Oliver 
Charles  Mabee  writing  from  somewhere 
in  the  South- Pacific  theater  of  operations, 
concerning  a  SMCL  unit. 

"On  December  5,  1944,  the  Thirteenth 
Air  Force  Unit  of  the  Service  Men's 
Christian  League  was  organized  bv  fourteen 


Members  of  SMCL  unit  of  the  HeadqiiarterSy  Fourth  Marines,  somewhere  in  South  Pacifio 


At  Pre-Emharkation  Center  (Treasure  Island)   men  attend  perhaps  their  last  religious  service 
on  American  soil  for  some  months  to  come.  Chaplains  H.  G.  Gatlin  and  J.  A.  Alley  arc  in  charge 
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members  of  this  headquarters.  Chaplain 
Frank  A.  Wilder,  now  evacuated  to  the 
United   States,  was  our  sponsor. 

"We  have  been  growing  and  at  one 
service  recently  held,  there  was  an  at- 
tendance of  forty-one,  including  three  chap- 
lains. We  have  members  from  various 
branches  of  the  service — infantry,  field 
artillery,  air  force,  AAA  groups  and  serv- 
ice groups. 

"The  officers  of  the  League  unit  here 
are:  George  Nevin,  president  (American 
Red  Cross  director)  ;  Sgt.  Donald  R. 
Hevel,  vice-president,  Sgt.  Oliver  Charles 
Mabee  (chaplain's  assistant),  secretary- 
treasurer." 


In  conclusion,  we  record  the  officers  of 
two  additional  League  units :  Officers  of 
Base  Hospital  No.  8  are:  O'.  M.  Graham, 
PhM  2c,  president;  A.  G.  Mosier,  H.A. 
Ic,  vice-president;  O.  M.  Boikhout,  H.A. 
Ic,  secretary;  Jack  Einkopf,  PhM  3c, 
treasurer.  Chaplain  .Tames  B.  McGaffin 
is  with  this  group. 

The  officers  of  the  SMCL  unit  of  the 
Cavalry  Group  and  the  6th  Street  Qiapel 
area  are :  Lester  A.  Boilsen,  president ; 
T/5  Chalmer  E.  Bock,  vice-president ;  Pvt 
George  F.  Henderson,  secretary;  Pvt 
Jose  A.  Galarza,  treasurer.  Chaplain 
Lester  B.  Woosley  is  the  sponsor. 
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SMCL  choir  which  took  paii:  in  dedication  service  of  Base  chapel,  San   Diego,  with   Chaplains 
(I.  to  r.,  front  row)  George  G.  F.  Pearce,  Jr.,  Carl  M.  Sitler  and  Robert  H.   Vitz_  choir  director 


Installation  of  officers  of  SMCL  nnit,  in  The  Good  Slicpherd  Chapel  (Official  U.  S.  Navy  photos) 
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Prayeis  designed  for  private 
and  public  devotions  of  men 
and  women  in  the  armed  forces 


m 


PHAV> 


w 


/}6^ 


■J 


^ 


By  G.  A,  CLEVELAND  SHRIGLEY 

Compiler  and  author  of  "Prayers 
for  Men  in  Service,"  "Wartime 
Prayers  for  Those  at  Home," 
"Prayers  for  Women  Who  Serve." 


FOR  GUIDANCE 

•  DEAR  COD,  if  I  were  left  to  myself  to  spend 
my  days,  I  would  waste  them  in  folly  and  sin. 
But  Thou  art  with  me  to  lead  me  in  love  and  to 
guide  me  in  truth.  Help  me  to  live  each  moment 
abundantly  for  Thee.  Help  me  to  seek  Thy  better 
things  and  to  strive  for  Thy  higher  goals.  Help 
me  to  grow  more  and  more  like  Thee,  a  creator 
of  goodness  and  beauty  and  a  bearer  of  joy  and 
peace.  Amen. 

FOR  SINCERITY 

•  SON  OF  COD,  who  in  Thine  earthly  life  dwelt 
in  a  humble  home  and  worked  at  a  carpenter's 
bench,  grant  that  we  may  be  simple  and  sincere 
in  our  living  and  do  our  day's  work  faithfully 
and  gladly  in  service  to  Cnd  and  man  and  in  a 
spirit  of  thanksgiving  and  peace.  Amen. 

IN  CHRISTIAN  JOY 

•  O  LORD  CHRIST,  whose  mind  and  body  were 
burdened  with  sorrow  and  pain  only  because  man 
rejected  the  Father's  love  and  Thine,  grant  that 
we,  being  cleansed  by  Thy  grace  and  converted 
to  Thy  way  of  life,  may  so  steadfastly  continue 
in  goodness  and  love  that  Thy  heart  may  rejoice 
in  us.  Thy  redeemed  ones,  forever.  Amen. 

AT  THE  ALTAR 

•  O  CHRIST  of  the  Eucharist,  who  for  us  didst 
pour  forth  Thy  life  on  the  Cross  and  didst  en- 
dure death  to  bring  us  salvation,  grant  that  we 
devoutly  offering  ourselves  to  Thee  at  the  altar 
of  Thy  love  and  reverently  receiving  Thy  precious 
Body  and  Blood,  may  adore  Thee  as  our  Saviour 
and  serve  Thee  as  our  King.  Amen. 

I  FOR  CHRISTIAN  MISSIONARIES    . 

•  WE  THANK  THEE,  Cod,  for  all  who  have 
heard  Thy  call  to  labor  in  Thy  vineyard  and, 
leaving  friends  and  home,  have  carried  Thy  good 

'  news  and  Thy  way  of  life  and  truth  to  men  in 
I  distant  lands.  Give  to  Thy  missionaries  the 
mighty  Spirit  of  Thy  love,  that  in  their  journeys 
'  and  their  trials  they  may  be  strong  in  Thee. 
i   Dwell  in  their  hearts,  speak  with  their  tongues, 


build  v/ith  their  hands,  bless  with  their  lives, 
that  men  may  know  their  heavenly  Father's  care 
and  gain  salvation  by  their  Saviour's  Cross.  By 
the  unselfish  labors  of  Thy  servants,  claim  the 
souls  of  all  for  light  and  sonship,  and  make  Thy 
Kingdom  and  Thy  peace  prevail  in  all  the  corners 
of  the  earth;   for  Jesus'   sake.   Amen. 

COD'S  WILL  IN  US 

•  HELP  US,  O  Christ,  to  feel  Thy  creative  will 
and  hand  in  every  thought  and  act  of  love  for 
Thee  and  our  fellows,  in  every  victory  over  self 
and  sin,  in  every  loyal  and  pure  companionship, 
in  every  sacrifice  and  self-giving,  in  every  ex- 
tension of  justice  and  mercy,  in  every  achieve- 
ment for  the  betterment  of  our  society,  in  every 
move  for  unity  in  Thy  Church,  in  every  work 
for  the  life  more  abundant  for  all.  Draw  us  unto 
Thee,  O  Lord,  and  consecrate  us  wholly  to  Thy 
service.  Craft  us  as  living  members  into  the  Vine 
which  is  Thyself,  that  we  may  grow  in  Thy 
power  and  bear  the  fruits  of  Thy  peace  to  our 
hungering   world.    Amen. 

FOR  BROTHERHOOD 

•  O  FATHER  of  all,  free  us  from  every  pride 
and  self-deception  which  would  make  us  look 
with  contempt  on  other  men.  Help  us  to  see 
Thy  Divine  image  in  every  human  soul.  Teach 
us  to  share  in  Thy  holy  purpose  to  draw  forth 
the  best  from  friend  and  foe.  Lead  us  to  create 
a  brotherhood  that  is  real  and  workable  in  all 
relations  and  activities.  May  we  not  only  profess 
good  will  in  our  words,  but  also  live  it  coura- 
geously in  our  lives.  May  we  exert  our  efforts 
and  spend  ourselves  to  make  Thy  love  our  service 
which  binds  us  all  together  in  Thee  in  one  family 
of  freedom,  joy,  and  peace;  through  Christ,  our 
Lord.  Amen. 

MY    PORTION 

•  HELP  ME,  dear  Master,  to  use  my  talents  so 
wisely  and  so  well  that  my  little  portion  may  be 
increased  to  a  shared  abundance  of  well-doing 
and  of  love  for  others,  and  Thou  mayest  call  me 
a  good  and  faithful  servant.  Amen. 
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•  Subject  for  group  discussion  (first  week): 

YOUR  PLANS  FOR  SELF-REALIZATION 

^f  f^&Iiieni  CaAfia^  Jlmttne^ 

•  Questions  and  Scripture  references: 

1.  How  limiilcss  arc  your  possibilities  for  realising   your  utmost  hopes  and 
longings f  (Romans  8:32;  I  Corinthians  3:21  J 

2.  Why  is  self-rcaliaation  possible  for  each  of  us?   (I  Corinthians  3:16;  6:19,  20) 

3.  What  pari  do  you  have  in  your  self-rcaJinationf 

(Ephesians  4:22-24;  5:1,  2,  IS,  16) 

4.  How  does  God  help  us  to  achieve  self-realization? 

(Psalm  138:8;  I  Corinthians  3:16;  Ephesians  3:20,  21;  II  Peter  1:3,  4) 

5.  Was  Christ  aware  of  your  highest  possibilities^  and  what  is  His  desire  for 


youi 


(John  2:25;   10:10) 


•  Resource  material: 

WHAT  would  you  rather  be  than  any- 
thing else?  Can  you  reasonably  hope  to 
be  that?  Just  how  much  is  it  in  your  power 
to  realize  your  highest  hopes  and  your 
greatest  ambitions? 

These  are  very  real  questions  for  any 
man  who  wishes  to  make  the  most  of  him- 
self. And  we  here  in  America  pride  our- 
selves that  we  have  unusual  opportunities 
for  self-realization.  Yes,  you  are  interested 
in  this  matter  of  making  the  most  of  your 
life.  You  will  want  to  make  the  most  of 
your  opportunities  when  these  long  days  of 
your  military  service  are  ended.  Let's  think 
about  it  together  now. 

Others  have  had  this  hunger  and  thirst 
for  success,  and  many  of  them  have  realized 
their  dreams. 

Some  years  ago  This  Week  magazine 
carried  an  inspiring  story  by  a  writer  whose 
name  I  do  not  recall.  It  was  the  story  of 
a  barefoot  peasant  boy  who  lived  years  ago 
over  in  Silesia.  His  father  was  a  harness- 
maker.  The  home  was  so  poor  that  this  lad 
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had  shoes  only  after  the  November  frosts 
came.  When  he  reached  the  age  of  eleven 
he  set  out  into  the  world  alone,  wearing 
his  first  pair  of  stockings. 

He  determined  he  was  going  to  get  an 
education.  But  how?  An  uncle,  a  capitular 
in  the  Benedictine  Monastery  of  St.  Paul 
in  distant  Carinthia,  found  a  place  for  the 
lad  as  a  choirsinger  so  that  he  might  earn 
his  way  in  the  gymnasium,  which  would 
be  similar  to  our  high  schools. 

Then  the  boy  found  an  opportunity  to  do 
some  tutoring,  and  saved  enough  so  that  he 
could  go  to  medical  school  and  become  a 
surgeon.  This  was  in  the  day  when  a  doctor 
took  his  patient  into  an  operating  room 
where  the  air  was  saturated  with  carbolic 
acid.  Antisepsis  had  not  reached  its  present 
stage. 

One  day,  however,  a  sad  event  befell  this 
aspiring  medical  student;  he  developed  a 
carbolic  eczema,  and  that  was  followed  by 
an  allergy  to  all  antiseptics  then  in  use. 
He  had  to  forsake  his  plans  to  be  a  surgeon. 
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What   an   end  to  a   dream,   after   all  those 
hard  and  exacting  years ! 

But  it  was  not  the  end!  One  day  one  of 
his  teachers.  Dr.  Eduard  Albert,  said  to  this 
young  student :  "If  you  cannot  stand  wet 
surgery,  try  dry  surgery." 

Not  Defeated  by  Disaster 

It  meant  the  reshaping  of  all  of  his 
plans ;  it  meant  that  he  would  turn  to 
orthopedic  surgery.  But  it  meant  also  that 
he  would  need  to  be  his  own  teacher. 
Orthopedic  surgery  was  then  in  its  infancy. 
He  was  forced  to  work  out  new  methods 
for  manipulation  in  orthopedic  conditions 
where  he  did  not  dare  to  resort  to  open 
operation.  He  set  himself  to  this  new  field 
of  work  with  tlie  conviction  that  open  opera- 
tion should  be  resorted  to  only  if  his  new 
methods  of  manipulation  could  not  result 
in  the  desired  cure. 

His  study  and  research  revolutionized 
orthopedic  surgery.  Rich  patients  made  their 
way  at  last  to  his  office.  IMembers  of  the 
nobility  and  renowned  men  of  his  day 
sought  him  out.  He  became  physician  to 
royalt}-.  He  was  heralded  as  "the  bloodless 
surgeon."  Three  times,  in  1902,  in  1903 
and  in  1922,  he  came  to  America  to  min- 
ister to  those  who  needed  his  skill. 

Have  A-ou  guessed  his  name?  He  was  Dr. 
Adolph  Lorenz.  The  poor  Silesian  peasant 
boy  had  worked  his  way  to  success  with 
courage,  stamina  and  great  faith  in  himself 
and  in  his  God. 

This  boy  might  have  become  a  harness- 
maker,  and  perhaps  a  very  good  one.  But 
I  suspect  that  he  would  never  have  been 
satisfied  to  be  anything  else  but  a  surgeon, 
for  that  was  the  great  dream  that  kept 
luring  him  on,  challenging  him  to  leave 
his  home  and  his  loved  ones  in  order  to 
enter    the    schools    where    he    could    learn. 

You  can  climb,  too,  if  you  will,  and  if 
you  are  willing  to  pay  whatever  it  may 
cost.  Sometimes  the  cost  is  very  high,  and 
sometimes  you  will  feel  that  you  are  having 


to  bear  the  cost  alone,  but  you  will  probably 
discover  that  others  are  helping  you  more 
than  you  may  realize. 

What  is  it  that  sets  such  a  great  hunger 
in  the  heart  of  a  boy?  You  know,  don't 
you?  God  sets  it  there.  And  He  tends  it 
through  the  long  months  and  the  weary 
years  until  it  can  be  satisfied. 

You  will  do  well  to  recall  an  old,  old 
word  which  has  rejoiced  and  strengthened 
many  a  heart  before  yours :  "The  Lord  will 
perfect  that  which  concerneth  me."  (Psalm 
138:8a)  That  word  can  shine  for  you  like 
a  great  beacon  when  you  may  be  tempted  to 
feel  lonely  and  discouraged  and  defeated. 
It  can  encourage  you  when  you  feel  that 
you  may  climb  just  so  far  but  no  farther. 
"The  Lord  will  perfect." 

What  a  promise  that  is,  when  all  around 
you  are  the  wrecks  and  failures  that  repre- 
sent the  efforts  of  other  men!  They  came 
to  disappointment  and  defeat,  but  the  Lord 
is  at  your  side  and  He  will  see  you  through ! 
He  can  perfect  the  little  plans  that  struggle 
to  be  born  in  your  mind.  He  w^ill  perfect 
your  plans  w^hen  they  seem  to  be  tottering 
as  dismally  as  the  plans  of  young  Adolph 
Lorenz  on  that  bitter  day  when  he  thought 
he  would  never  dare  to  enter  an  operating 
room  again.  The  Lord  who  created  you 
and  formed  these  shining  dreams  for  you 
will  see  you  through — will  perfect  that 
which  concerns  you.  Get  that  shining  bit 
of  faith — and  hold  onta  it! 

Hold   Onto  Your   Dreams 

Never  turn  away  from  yowc  dreams !  Do 
you  long  to  be  a,  surgeon?  Be  one!  You 
can  do  it,  or  anything  else  within  reason, 
if  you  want  to  do  it  badh'  enough,  and  if 
you  are  willing  to  pay  the  price.  For  the 
Spirit  of  God  lives  within  you.  You  need 
never  rely  entirely  upon  your  own  strength. 

It  was  Paul,  in  his  letter  to  the  Chris- 
tians in  Corinth,  who  shouted  these  four 
great  words  at  every  man  who  reads  there : 
"All  things  are  yours" 
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"AH  things!"  Did  you  hear  it,  fellow? 
Do  you  believe  it  ?  Can  you  dare  to  doubt 
it? 

Do  you  tell  me  you  can  never  walk  again? 
Books  can  be  written  and  buildings  can 
grow  in  an  architect's  mind  without  so 
much  as  a  single  leg. 

Do  you  tell  me  that  you  cannot  see? 
And  have  you  forgotten  the  limpid  loveli- 
ness of  the  "Moonlight  Sonata"  that  was 
written  by  a  blind  man  named  Beethoven? 

Do  you  tell  me  you  are  much  too  poor  to 
hope  to  do  what  you  would  like  in  life? 
Have  you  forgotten  a  poor  boy  named  John 
D.  Rockefeller  who  lived  to  give  away 
dimes  for  fun  and  millions  for  the  enlight- 
enment and  the  help  of  countless  thousands  ? 

Wake  up,  fellow!  Read  it  again!  ''All 
things  are  yours."  Make  it  your  business  to 
possess  what  life  holds   in   store  for  you! 

There  are  two  words  that  are  set  down 
in  the  gospel  according  to  St.  John  that 
you  should  study.  One  of  these  is  a  word 
that   you   should   remember   whenever   you 


feel  baffled  and  uncertain  about  yourself, 
and  whenever  you  feel  that  your  closest 
friends  do  not  fully  understand  you.  Take 
a  look  at  this  word :  "He  knew  what  was 
in  man."  (John  2:25b)  The  Master  of  Men 
could  see  straight  into  the  inmost  secrets 
and  hopes  and  yearnings  and  the  hidden 
abilities  of  men.  That  includes  you — uoia. 
Remember  that! 

Now  we  are  ready  for  the  next  step :  He 
not  only  knows  what  your  strong  points 
are  and  understands  the  dreams  which  you 
scarcely  know  how  to  put  into  words,  but 
He  also  wants  to  help  you  to  realize  those 
dreams,  however  unattainable  you  may  think 
they  are !  For  you  should  remember  this^ 
word  also :  "I  am  come  that  they  might 
have  life,  and  that  they  might  have  it  more\ 
abundantly."  (John  10:10) 

That  means  you,  fellow !   That  puts  the 
ticket  in  your  hand.  Walk  up  to  the  gate,«j 
push    your    way    through,    and    take    yourBJ 
place  at  the  starting  line,  and  run  for  all 
vou're  worth!    You'll  win! 
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FOR      THE      SECOND      WEEK      OF      THE      MONTH 


•  Subject  for  group  discussion: 

DUTIES  THAT  CROWN  THE  VrCTORY 

•  Questions  and  Scripture  references: 

1.  JVhy  is  education  so  important  to  lasting  peace?  (Proverbs  4:13) 

2.  Why  do  religion  a)id  righteous  living  play  so  vital  a  part  in  a  peaceful 
world?  (Ecclesiastes  12:13;  I  Peter  2:17) 

3.  Is  it  our  solemn  duty  to  do  God's  unll  in  our  zvorldf 

(Luke  2:49;   17:10;  John  9:4;  I  Corinthians  3:9) 

4.  Hasn't  the  VLmrld  a  right  to  your  very  best  zvork  in  peacetime,  just  as  your 
country  has  a  right  to  your  fearless  and  faithful  service  in  time  of  zvar? 

(Ecclesiastes  9:10;  Haggai  2:4) 

5.  What  precedent  did  Jesus  set  for  each  of  its  in  this  matter  of  conscientious 
and  zvhole-hearted  service?  (John  4:34;  5:17,  36;  9:4;  17:4) 


•  Resource  material: 

WINSTON  CHURCHILL,  Britain's 
great  Prime  Aliiiister,  has  a  splendid 
\ocabulary  and  an  unusual  talent  in  the 
use  of  striking  and  effective  speech.  There 
is  no  doubt  but  that  his  words  will  live 
long  in  history.  Recently  I  heard  one  which 
\\as  new  to  me.  It  was  a  reference,  as  I 
understood  it,  to  "tlie  solemn  and  splendid 
duties  that  are  the  crown  of  victory."  Duties 
— solemn  and  splendid  duties — that  are  the 
crozi.ni  of  victory  ! 

What  a  glorious  phrase,  to  turn  over  and 
examine  as  one  looks  at  the  flawless  bril- 
liance of  a  diamond.  There  is  much  in  these 
words  to  make  us  think  soberly  and  reso- 
lutely concerning  the  kind  of  world  for 
which  our  brave  men  have  fought. 

Duties    are    the    crown    of    peace !    And, 

j  because  they  are  duties,  they  are  solemn — 

as  solemn  as  the  moments  in  which  some  of 

you  have  infiltrated  machine-gun  nests   or 

stolen  in  the  darkness  past  enemy  positions. 

A  duty  need  not  be  fraught  with  danger 

in  order  to  be  solemn.  It  is  a  solemn  duty 

I  .when  a  skilled  physician  takes  a  patient's 

j  weak    pulse    or    writes    a    prescription    in 

which  dangerous  drugs  are  to  counteract 


and    do    battle    with    fever    and    infection. 

It  is  a  solemn  duty  when  a  banker  sits 
down  to  counsel  a  widow  concerning  her 
investments  that  are  to  stand  between  her 
and  want. 

It  is  a  solemn  duty  when  a  pastor  talks 
with  a  high  school  lad  about  the  work  in 
which  he  is  to  find  himself  in  life,  or  kneels 
beside  a  bed  on  which  lies  a  fever-ridden 
child. 

Yes,  duties  can  be  very  solemn,  but  they 
can  also  be  very  splendid.  You  have  seen 
such.  Perhaps  it  was  that  first  trip  away 
from  home :  3^ou  were  on  your  -way  to  a 
military  academy  down  South,  where  every 
face  was  strange  and  every  routine  unlike 
everything  at  home.  Your  train  pulled  into 
Washington  and  just  ahead  of  you  was  a 
little  old  lady,  quite  a  bit  like  3'our  grand- 
mother. Almost  without  thinking  about  it, 
you  slipped  your  strong  young  fingers  over 
the  handle  of  her  heavy  suitcase  and  carried 
it  for  her  to  the  platform.  Then,  when  her 
daughter  swooped  down  upon  her  and  flung 
her  arms  about  her,  you  slipped  quietly 
awa3^ 

But  your  head  was  lifted  and  you  were 
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taller  than  before,  and  something  warm  and 
friendly  seemed  to  sing  inside  of  you.  And 
when  you  wrote  your  first  letter  home 
from  Fork  Union  you  found  it  quite  natural 
to  tell  of  the  little  old  lady  and  the  big 
suitcase,  and  you  added,  almost  apologeti- 
cally, that  you  would  have  wanted  someone 
to  do  that  for  Mom  if  sh5  had  been  in  the 
little  old  lady's  place. 

Just  a  duty,  you  see,  and  a  very  common 
one,  too — ^but  it  became  splendid  when  it 
was  modestly  and  unobtrusively  done,  with 
no  thought  of  being  thanked. 

A   Common,  but  Splendid   Duty 

Or  there  was  that  terrible  afternoon  when 
the  shells  were  going  over  and  your  buddy 
slumped  down  beside  you  and  the  medics 
couldn't  come  at  first.  His  canteen  did  not 
last  long  as  his  fever  mounted,  and  then 
you  remembered  your  own.  Every  drop 
you  gave  him  seemed  to  be  more  precious 
than  you  had  ever  dreamed  water  could  be. 
And  those  few  drops  that  remained,  after 
the  medics  had  come  and  had  carried  him 
away  while  he  smiled  wanly  at  you,  tasted 
better  than  any  other  water  you  had  ever 
tasted. 

It  was  only  a  duty,  of  course.  But  it  was 
a  duty  that  became  splendid  when  it  became 
a  sacrifice  of  something  that  had  suddenly 
assumed  greater  value  for  you  than  it  had 
ever  had  before.  "Solemn  and  splendid 
duties." 

Yes,  duties  are  indeed  the  crown  of 
victory.  You  or  I  might  have  thought  that 
privileges — not  duties — are  the  crown  of 
peace.  Sueh  privileges  as  liberty  and  home 
and  free  schools  and  churches  and  sheltered 
lives  and  all  the  freedoms  that  life  holds 
for  any  of  us.  But  we  should  remember  that 
duties  precede  privileges.  Winston  Churchill 
understood  that. 

There  can  be  no  freedom  until  one  man 
or  many  men  can  lift  the  head  proudly  in 
the  knowledge  that  a  duty  has  been  per- 
formed. The  Lexingtons  and  the  Concords 


and  the  Valley  Forges  come  first,  bathed 
in  blood  and  tears  and  the  sweat  of  battle, 
ere  ever  there  can  be  a  glorious  union  of 
forty-eight  states. 

May  there  be — and  let  us  whisper  it 
reverently — may  there  be  a  greater  union 
and  a  vaster  glory  not  far  hence,  when  the 
stark  and  awful  duties  that  'brought  young 
men  to  Stalingrad  and  Cologne,  Hamburg 
and  Iwo,  Berlin  and  Tokyo  shall  bring  the 
great  nations  and  the  small  to  the  inesti- 
mable privileges  of  a  world  federation  that 
shall  see  to  it  that  the  peace  is  kept  forever ! 
Duties  are  the  crown  of  peace ! 

What  are  some  of  these  duties?  Educa- 
tion is  one  of  them.  In  America  we  are  s( 
sure  that  a  good  education  is  the  duty  of 
every  man  that  we  try  to  provide  a  good 
education  for  every  boy  and  girl,  at  public 
expense.  It  matters  that  much  to  us  and 
to  the  future  of  our  fair  land.  And  we  have 
good  authority  for  our  stand.  In  the  book 
of  The  Proverbs  long  ago  it  was  written  :|  J 
"Take  fast  hold  of  instruction;  let  her  notfj 
go;  keep  her;  for  she  is  thy  life."   (4:13)" 

Coose-steppers  Co   to  School!  | 

Something  very  significant  and  perhaps] 
ironical  happened  when  the  Nazis  decided* 
at  last  to  lay  down  their  arms  in  uncondi- 
tional surrender.  Do  you  remember  where 
their  representatives  went  to  sign  the  sur- 
render? Those  bemedaled*  goose-steppers 
strode  that  dark  day  to  a  school-hoiise 
in  France ! 

They  had  thought  to  re-educate  their 
youth,  teaching  them  to  abhor  and  to  con- 
temn the  things  for  which  our  little  red 
school-houses  stand.  They  would  teach 
them  to  be  hard  and  brutal  so  that  they 
might  plant  their  boots  upon  the  senti- 
mental weaklings  who  sit  in  our  schools  in 
our  democracies  and  learn  to  mouth  the 
inane  teachings  of  justice  and  freedom  and 
tolerance  and  morality  and  concern  for 
those  less  fortunate  than  we. 

They  taught  their  youth  to  commit  rape 
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and  international  arson  and  wholesale  mur- 
der of  the  weak  and  the  unwanted  and  of 
the  racially  inferior.  The}'  taught  their 
young  men  the  lie  that  they  were  supermen, 
setting  the  torch  of  hatred  to  their  inflamed 
minds.  They  taught  them  that  only  armed 
might  counts,  and  that  mercy  is  the  badge 
of  weaklings. 

Then  one  day  they  came  to  a,  red  school- 
house  to  sign  a  surrender  that  commits 
them  to  the  mercy  of  those  whom  they  had 
despised,  and  they  asked  that  we  forget  all 
that  drivel  about  mercy  being  the  badge  of 
weaklings.  They  hope  that  they  may  3^et  be 
treated  with  the  very  mercy  that  they  have 
laughed  at  and  loathed !  Having  done  ever}- 
thing  they  x:ould  think  of  that  would  brand 
them  as  being  something  lower  than  beasts, 
they  now  stand  to  ask  to  be  recognized  as 
men.  Having  done  their  vilest  to  convince 
us  that  they  are  beasts,  they  now  ask  us 
please  to  remember  that  they  are  men ! 
And  where  have  they  done  this  pretty  bit 
of  cringing?  Not  in  a  church,  be  it  said. 
They  have  not  defiled  a  church  with  their 
bloody  boots  and  reeking  hands.  They 
marched  instead  into  a  school-house,  symbol 
of  the  things  their  hands  have  tried  to  pull 
down  and  destroy  beyond  recognition. 


But  there  are  other  duties  than  educa- 
tion in  a  world  at  peace.  There  is  the  duty 
of  productive  toil.  Farms  are  to  be  tilled, 
mills  are  to  grind  out  their  contribution 
to  brain  and  brawn,  factories  are  to  be 
manned,  houses  are  to  be  turned  into  havens 
of  sobriety  and  peace  and  comfort. 

Mighty  dams  are  to  be  built  and  giant 
power  projects  are  to  be  constructed  and 
run.  Irrigation  projects  are  to  make  the 
arid  places  blossom  and  bring  forth  har- 
vests. Denuded  areas  are  to  be  reforested. 

Factories  that  have-  turned  out  bombers 
will  turn  out  automobiles  and  tractors  and 
passenger  planes,  \^''here  we  have  made 
anti-aircraft  guns  w^e  shall  turn  again  to 
the  manufacture  of  printing  presses  and 
calculating  machines  and  typewriters. 

For  one  of  the  most  solemn  and  one  of 
the  most  splendid  of  the  duties  that  are  the 
crown  of  peace  is  this,  to  turn  the  wheels 
of  industry  and  of  progress.  For  these  bring 
any  nation  the  ych  fruits  of  requited  toil, 
the  dignity  of  competence,  and  the  economic 
and  cultural  progress  which  enable  a  nation 
to  take  its  stand  proudh'  with  its  equals 
everywhere. 

By  these  and  other  duties  zve  shall  cronni 
the  victory! 


T/te^tta^  Sta*tfci 


^FTEN  at  the  Communion  table  I  have  quoted  this  stanza  as  we  have  remembered  in 
prayer  those  from  our  congregation  in  the  armed  forces: 

There  is  a  scene  where  spirits  blend, 
Where  friend  holds  fellowship  with  friend; 
Tho'  sundered  far,  by  faith  they  meet 
Around  one  common  mercy  seat. 


Because  prayer  binds  hearts  to  the  Lord,  it  brings  people  together.  Through  Him, 
despite  time  and  distance,  they  are  spiritually  united.  Take  these  four  lines  from  this 
hymn  of  trust  and  assurance  as  your  own.  Learn  them  as  a  memory  stanza.  Say  them 
when  you  pray,  when  you  are  lonely,  when  you  think  of  home,  and  you  will  feel  nearer 
to  them.  Then  write  home,  tell  your  family  of  this  memory  stanza,  and  ask  them  to 
share  with  you  in  this  rich  experience  of  being  together  through  prayer. 

— Charles  Daniel  Brodhead 


^OfUc  ^aUu 


Sif  (loJste^t  Qad^px2/i  ^uitnen. 


FOR   THE   THIRD   WEEK   OF   THE   MONTH 


•  Subject  for  group  discussion: 

PROLOGUE— NOT  PATTERN 

•  Questions  and  Scripture  references: 

1.  FIozv  iinporiant  is  it  for  you  to  find  your  Hje's  vocation  nozu  and  do  your 
best  zv'ork  in  it? 

(Proverbs   6:6-11;    10:4,   5;   Romans   12:11;   Ephesians  4:28;   I  "j'hessalonians  4:10-12) 

2.  What  Scripture  passages  can  inspire  you  in  the  great  task  of  reconstruction  f 

(Isaiah  9:10;  58:10-12;  61:4) 

3.  When  you  are  anxious  to  forget  some  of  your  experiences  in  the  service^ 
zi4iat  great  challenge  of  Paul  can  help  you.  to  face  forzmrd  tovuard  Christiat 
opportunities f  (Philippians  3:13,  14)J 

4.  Did  Christ  set  you  an  example  in  regard  to  the  Church  f     (Ephesians  S:25-27)| 

5.  What  is  His  present  relationship  to  the  Church  f 

(Ephesians  5:23,  24;  Colossians  1:18) j 


•  Resource  material: 

¥[OT  LONG  BEFORE  V-E  Day,  one  of 
If  our  well-kiiown  radio  commentators, 
Mr.  Baukhage,  made  a  reference,  as  I 
recall  it,  to  these  long  months  that  you  GIs 
have  spent  in  the  service,  and  he  said  of 
them  that  they  should  be  regarded  as  pro- 
logue— not  pattern. 

That  word  is  sO'  significant  that  I  feel 
we  can  profitably  spend  some  time  with  it. 
For  it  reminds  us  that  these  long  months 
that  have  been  so  hard  are  not  a  permanent 
pattern  for  all  of  your  later  days.  I  wish 
each  of  you  could  realize  this — that  these 
liectic  and  bitter  days  that  you  have  spent 
in  training  or  in  some  lonely  outpost  or  in 
combat  are  just  a  prelude — a  kind  of  strange 
interlude — not  a  pattern  of  the  glorious  and 


fruitful  davs  that  still  lie  ahead  of 


you 


Your  new  Commander-in-Chief,  Presi- 
dent Harry  S.  Truman,  would  be  quick  to 
tell  you  that.  For  he,  too,  was  a  soldier  and 
a  good  one,  and  he  made  the  transition  to 
days  of  peace  and  civilian  accomplishment, 
just  as  you  expect  to  do. 

Serving  as  an  artillery  officer  in  World 
58 


War  I,  he  made  a  good  record.  Then  he 
was  able  to  take  off  his  uniform  and  go 
into  business  for  himself  in  his  native  state 
of  Missouri.  Not  very  long  afterward,  he 
found  his  way  into  politics.  There  he  has 
served  conscientiously. 

For  him,  those  long,  hard  days  in  the 
artillery  were  only  a  prologue — not  a  pat- 
tern. They  were  a  prologue  to  his  later 
work  as  business  man,  jurist,  senator,  and 
then  in  the  highest  office  in  this  great 
country  of  ours. 

Other  Soldiers   Returned   to   Civilian   Life 

We  who  think  of  General  Robert  E.  Lee 
do  not  always  remember  that  even  he  found 
a  distinguished  military  career  could  be 
only  a  prologue.  For  in  his  later  years  he 
went,  as  you  may  remember,  to  the  presi- 
dency of  a  Christian  college  in  his  native 
state  of  Virginia,  to  guide  that  proud  old 
school  out  of  the  tragic  financial  condition, 
after  that  terrible  war. 

This  school  was  Washington  College,  in 
Lexington,  Virginia,  now  known  as  Wash- 
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ington  and  Lee  University.  For  five  years 
Lee  served  with  distinction  and  great  bene- 
fits to  institution  and  students  alike.  Addi- 
tional chairs  were  founded,  and  the  entire 
curriculum  was  enlarged.  The  influence  of 
this  great  Christian  upon  the  moral  side  of 
the  school  would  be  difficult  to  overestimate. 
The  young  men  of  Washington  College 
found  him  a  sympathetic  friend  and  a  wise 
and  trusted  counsellor.  In  those  terrible 
days  of  the  Reconstruction  he  was  de- 
'  termined  that  he  would  put  his  remarkable 
talents,  as  a  great  and  a  wise  Christian, 
where  they  would  be  of  priceless  value  to 
those  young  men  whose  future  meant  so 
much   to  him  and  to   the   reunited  nation. 

You  Will  Be  Builders 

Citizens,  you  see,  have  great  and  serious 
tasks  when  the  days  of  battle  have  ended. 
They  still  find  tasks  that  take  courage  and 
determination  and  high  devotion  to  causes 
which  are  great  enough  to  merit  the  fullest 
devotion  and  sacrifice  of  any  patriot.  The 
same  fearlessness  that  stormed  a  machine- 
gun    emplacement    can   be    employed    in    a 
community    situation   where   the   forces    of 
,    righteousness  have  been  challenged  by  evil 
{    influences  that  are  firmly  entrenched. 
I       One  does  not  get  a  Distinguished  Serv- 
I    ice   Medal  for  his   leadership   in  trying  to 
J   clean  up  vice  conditions  in  his  home  town. 
I    No  man  has  ever  been  awarded  a  Congres- 
;    sional   Medal   of   Honor  for   going  to   bat 
with   the   henchmen  of   a   corrupt   political 
machine  that  for  years  has  imperiled  free 
elections   in   a   city.    But   a   man   who   has 
found  it  possible  to  be  brave  on  a  battle- 
field in  Holland  or  on  Iwo  should  still  be 
brave    as    an    humble    citizen    of    Ohio    or 
Kansas  or  Maine  or  Mississippi. 

You  will  be  builders,  also.  Your  duty 
will  no  longer  be  to  destroy.  You  will  carry 
no  hand-grenades,  no  bandeliers  of  bullets, 
no  blazing  bazooka.  It  will  be  your  task 
to  build,  to  give  strength  to  the  mighty 
sinews  of  a  great  nation,  to  plan  for  her 


future  so  well  that  she  shall  be  greater  in 
peace  than  she  has  been  in  war. 

America— never  forget  this — must  be 
greater  when  those  peaceful  tomorrows 
come.  She  must  see  to  ■  it  that  her  giant 
B-29's  shall  give  way  to  huge  stratoliners 
that  should  link  the  continents  even  more 
closely  than  they  were  once  linked  by  ocean 
liners.  And  those  stratoliners,  and  the 
freight-carrying  armadas  that  will  ride  the 
farthest  skies  with  them,  must  contribute  to 
the  fulfilment  of  the  dreams  of  our  greatest 
economists,  by  helping  to  bring  world-trade 
and  economic  expansion  to  the  most  remote 
lands  and  the  least-developed  countries. 

Is  it  to  be  only  an  idle  dream  that  every 
man  shall  be  adequately  fed  and  clothed  and 
housed?  Shall  we  find  no  Christian  states- 
men and  economists  to  level  the  social  and 
economic  barriers  which  now  disfigure  our 
international  relationships?  Are  there  no 
more  Niagaras  to  be  harnessed,  to  do  what 
millions  of  champing  steeds  could  never  do? 

What  empire-builder,  without  ever  rais- 
ing a  flag  over  India  or  Mongolia,  may  not 
dream  of  bringing  the  gold-bestowing  magic 
of  electricity  from  deep  mountain  gorges 
into  a  million  homes  where  now  a  candle 
is  a  luxury? 

After  the   Final  "Dismissed!" 

Yes,  when  the  sergeant  yells  "Dismissed" 
for  the  last  time,  and  his  husky  voice  makes 
3'ou  wonder  if  he  has  a  case  of  laryngitis, 
you  can  change  into  your  waiting  civilian 
clothes  with  the  feeling  that  you  have 
earned  your  right  to  re-enter  the  familiar 
way  of  life  that  you  once  loved,  and  you 
can  press  forward  to  other  victories  where 
the    casualties    are    fewer    and    bloodless. 

And  how  about  making  these  long  years 
a  prologue  to  some  real  service  for  the 
Christian  Church  and  her  varied  and  nu- 
merous activities  ?  Haven't  you  found  some 
experiences  in  the  service  that  will  help  you 
to  find  inspiration  and  help  in  the  Church  ? 

You  have  liked  The  Link,  for  instance. 
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and  some  of  you  have  written  in  to  say  how 
you  wish  it  could  outlive  these  hectic  days 
and  continue  to  bring  Christians  together, 
across  the  denominational  boundaries  that 
we  had  sometimes  treated  as  barriers.  Why 
7wt  continue  it?  It  speaks  a  language  that 
you  have  learned  to  respect  and  love.  It 
brings  religion  down  into  your  daily  think- 
ing and  living.  You  have  found  religion  a 
man-sized  interest  that  you  are  not  ashamed 
to  talk  about  and  to  try  to  do  something 
about.  Why  not  continue  The  Link? 

And  why  not  continue  ,The  Service  Men's 
Christian  League?  Is  it  of  less  value  than 
the  American  Legion  or  the  Veterans  of 
Foreign  Wars  ?  Has  it  less  to  offer  the  kind 
of  men  who  are  to  build  tomorrow's  world 
and  keep  it  in  working  order?  Is  religion 
of  less  value  than  the  ties  of  sentiment  and 
common  interest  which  bind  men  for  a  time 
in  a  veterans'  organization  which  is  secular  ? 
Is  it  more  important  to  teach  Americanism 
than  it  is  to  learn  Christian  techniques  for 
bringing  in  the  world  brotherhood  which 
alone  can  make  our  peace  treaties  binding? 

The   Church   Needs   You! 

You  have  stood  by  your  chaplain  and 
have  found  him  a  right  good  fellow.  You 
have  found  inspiration  in  his  services.  When 
you  return  home,  are  you  going  to  find 
your  way  immediately  into  his  church — or 
another  church  that  exalts  the  same  Christ? 

Or  will  you  leave  the  Christian  Church 
to  shift  for  itself,  without  your  help  ?  In  the 
greatest  warfare  in  the  world — ^the  cease- 
less war  in  which  the  forces  of  righteous- 
ness struggle  to  put  down  all  the  evil 
forces — will  you  be  only  a  slacker,  a  draft- 
dodger,  or  a  self-appointed  4-F? 

Buck  up,  fellow,  and  join  up  with  the 
forces  of  God  for  the  overthrow  of  evil! 
^'ou  who  have  fought  at  St.  Lo  or  Metz  or 
Sauergemines  or  on  Iwo  or  Tarawa — will 
you  scuttle  to  a  safe  place  on  the  side-lines  ? 

This  is  no  time  to  run,  no^v!  This  is 
when  the  Church  needs  you  most!  If  ever 


she  is  to  bring  a  broken  world  to  the 
bleeding  feet  of  her  Lord,  she  must  do  it 
now — now  when  the  hungry  are  to  be  fed 
and  the  homeless  are  to  be  given  lodging — 
now  when  the  broken  and  the  fearful  and 
the  cowering  and  the  sin-burdened  and  the 
lost  are  to  be  claimed  for  the  One  who  has 
tramped  all  the  waste  places  of  the  world 
to  seek  them  out  and  hold  them  to  HimselfJ 

Stick  to  Your  Oars! 

No,  buddy,  this  is  no  time  to  be  setting 
yourself  the  task  of  dividing  sheep  from 
goats  in  the  membership  rolls  of  the  Church 
of  the  Living  God.  Let  Another,  whose 
hands  and  feet  bore  the  nail-wounds,  take 
care  of  that!  You  get  yourself  a  place  to 
help  out,  and  pull  your  oar  for  all  you're 
worth !  If  some  old  scalawag  next  to  you 
isn't  pulling  his  oar,  that  means  you  can 
just  pull  a  bit  harder  on  yours — 'just  like 
the  old  days — remember? 

Play  fair  with  the  Divine  Commander- 
in-Chief  !  He  needs  you  now. 

Stand  by — for  the  honor  of  the  Ship — 
the  Christian  Church !  And  for  her  safety ! 
And  don't  worry  yet  about  manning  the 
life-boats !  She's  not  done  for !  And  She 
won't  be  if  you  millions  of  service  men  and 
women  find  your  places  again  at  her  battle- 
stations,  and  make  it  for  keeps  this  time ! 

For  if  She  goes  down,  fellow,  it  will  be  a 
darker  day  than  Hitler  was  able  to  bring  * 
to  this   old  world.   And  yon — if   that   ever 
happens — will  pay  a  terrible  price  for  your 
failure  to  keep  Her  afloat! 

For  what  will  it  profit  you — and  your 
dear  ones — if,  having  saved  the  world  from 
the  clutches  of  Hitler,  you  allow  it  to  be 
sabotaged  by  all  the  sinister  influences  that 
would  run  rampant  if  the  Church  were  to 
fail  noiv? 

Think  that  one  over!  Yes,  it's  just  pro- 
logue for  you  so  far.  The  big  questions  are 
ahead :  How  are  you  going  to  spend  the 
rest  of  your  life?  And  for  zvhat?  And  for 
Whom? 
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FOR   THE   FOURTH   WEEK   OF   THE   MONTH 


•  Subject  for  group  discussion: 

WORLD-WIDE  CHRISTIAN  SERVICE 

•  Questions  and  Scripture  references: 

\.   What  are  some  Scripture  texts  that  challenge  you   to   consider   Christian 
service  for  a  life-ivorkf 

(Matthew  4:19;  9:37,  38;  Mark  3:14;  16:15;  Luke  9:60;  10:1,  2,  16;  Acts  26:15-18) 

2.  What  glorious  Old  Testament  zmrds  can  he  an  inspiration  to  those  zvho 
have  caught  the  vision  of  Christian  missions?  (Isaiah  52:7) 

3.  How  shall  the  Christian  missionary  think  of  himself? 

(Psalm  119:46;   Luke  1:76-79;   Acts  26:16-18;   II  Corinthians   5:20;   8:23) 

4.  What  was  Christ's  Great  Commission?  (Matthew  28:20;  Mark  16:15) 

5.  Do  you  think  He  still  calls  m<en  to  special  forms  of  Christian  service? 

(Matthew  4:18-22;   9:35-38;   Mark  3:13-19;   Luke   10:1-3) 


•  Resource  material: 

HWY.  yon  ever  admired  the  heroism 
of  the  men  and  the  women  who  have 
gone  to  distant  lands  in  peace-time  to 
carry  the  good  news  of  Jesus  Christ?  Have 
you  ever  thought  that  your  days  in  the 
service  can  be  compared  to  their  brave 
service  which  aou  formerl}^  admired?  Have 
you  found  yourself  wondering,  in  these  long 
months,  about  the  future  of  the  Christian 
missionary  enterprise?  And  have  you 
thought  that  you  might  find  a  great  and  a 
very  satisfying  life  in  taking  3'our  place 
among  those  who  go  as  missionaries? 

A  chaplain  wrote  in  to  suggest  that  this 
might  be  worthy  of  consideration  for  one 
of  our  Topic  Talks.  Perhaps  it  will  chal- 
lenge some  quiet  introspection  on  your  part 
as  we  think  of  the  days  of  peace  and  of  the 
life-work  that  j'ou  will  choose  for  yourself. 

Certainly  you  have  found  the  meaning  of 
sacrificial  service.  xA.nd  certainly  you  have 
learned  what  it  means  to  dedicate  yourself 
to  a  Cause  greater  than  yourself.  Is  it  un- 
reasonable to  suppose  that  some  of  you, 
who  realize  that  Christianity^  is  the  greatest 
Cause  in  the  world,  will  be  willing  to  con- 
sider what  it  may  mean  if  you  are  willing 


to  follow  the  wishes  of  your  Lord  who 
called  disciples  to  be  "fishers  of  men"  and 
who  commanded  us  to  go  "into  all  the 
world"  to  bring  every  nation  into  His 
kingdom  ? 

That,  you  remember,  was  long  before 
global  warfare  was  an  actuality.  Yet  Christ 
had  the  imagination  and  the  vision  and  the 
daring  to  challenge  His  followers  to  a 
global  warfare  against  superstition  and  sin. 
when- the  great  highways  of  mighty  Rome 
bound  only  a  very  small  part  of  the  world 
together,  and  when  the  largest  ships  of  the 
day  ventured  out  but  a  little  way  upon 
seas  that  were  supposed  to  be  flat  and  very 
small. 

Think  of  the  daring  of  Christ  the  Strate- 
gist!  Consider  how  His  dozen  of  lieuten- 
ants have  grown  to  a  great  multitude  who 
have  brought  kingdoms  and  empires  to  His 
feet.  The  book  that  has  gone  into  the  most 
editions  in  the  most  languages  is  the  Book 
that  tells  us  about  Christ.  And  it  still,  after 
nineteen  centuries,  gives  the  -essentials  of 
the  strategy  that  can  bring  peace  and  hap- 
piness to  our  bomb-twisted  civilization. 

But  are  you  interested  in  having  a  part 
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in  His  global  warfare?  It  has  much  to 
offer  if  you  are  willing  to  investigate  it  and 
consider  it. 

Some  of  you  have  discovered  values  in 
Christian  missions  that  you  had  never  be- 
fore realized  were  there.  Some  of  you  have 
been  taken,  at  Uncle  Sam's  expense,  to 
mission  fields  where  you  have  seen  what 
some  other  brave  souls  were  able  to  achieve 
for  world-peace,  long  before  you  got  there. 

Some  of  you  have  discovered  for  your- 
selves what  Eric  Sevareid,  for  instance, 
discovered.  This  news  commentator,  you 
may  recall,  was  forced  down,  in  a  jungle 
in  Burma,  with  nineteen  companions,  when 
their  plane  was  wrecked  and  burned.  When 
those  twenty  parachutes  opened  out  over 
the  mountains  of  northern  Burma  those 
men  were  to  find  the  surprise  of  their  lives. 
They  knew  that  some  of  the  most  primitive 
headhunters  in  the  world  inhabited  that 
region.  There  were  yells  in  strange  jargon 
as  the  twenty  tried  to  find  their  way  to- 
gether. 

Can  you  imagine  their  relief  and  their 
joy  when  these  aborigines  brought  food 
and  drink  and  proved  themselves  to  be 
Christian  friends? 

Alive — Due   of  Another's   Investment 

Of  course  you  know  that  some  of  our 
American  soldiers  have  found  Christ  in 
some  of  these  jungles,  half-way  around  the 
world,  because  natives — Christianized  na- 
tives— gave  them  a  Bible  and  read  to  them 
and  sang  Christian  songs  to  them,  and 
showed  them  the  glorious  light  of  a  simple 
Christian  faith  where  only  darkness  and 
despair  and  death  had  been  expected. 

Do  you  suppose  the  grandparents  of  these 
men  of  ours  ever  imagined  that  their  in- 
vestments of  money  in  world-wide  missions 
would  ever  result  in  this  happy  experience 
for  their  own  kin?  Think  of  men  finding- 
Christ,  not  in  their  own  local  church  but 
in  a  picturesque  village  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  world,  because  their  forebears 


had    sent    money    there    to    evangelize    the 
"heathen"  natives ! 

Can  you  think  of  a  better  way  to  prove 
that  the  Christian  Church  must  obey 
Christ's  command  to  "go  unto  all  the  world 
and  preach  the  Gospel  to  ez'cry  creature"? 

Global  Christianity,  you  see,  is  not  just 
a  pious  kind  of  altruism  that  we  are  to 
engage  in  condescendingly,  as  we  would 
toss  a  half-loaf  to  a  beggar.  It  is  a  basic 
conception  of  Christian  strategy.  It  insures 
the  success  of  the  total  Christian  warfare, 
by  giving  all-out  support  on  all  fronts  be- 
cause victory  is  to  be  achieved  at  any  cost ! 

To  do  less  than  that  may  be  to  lose  a 
part  of  the  local  campaign  in  Jonesville  or. 
Athens  or  Chillicothe !  These  men  of  ours 
who  traveled  half-way  around  the  globe 
to  find  Christ  have  proved  that  for  anyone 
who  still  needs  to  be  convinced  of  the 
necessity  for  Christian  missions ! 

And  these  Christian  natives  in  far-off 
lands  have  done  more  than  pass  out  Bibles 
and  sing  hymns.  They  have  carried  our 
wounded  along  jungle  paths  to  places  of 
safety  and  have  guarded  them  until  they 
could  be  carried  away  to  their  waiting 
ships.  Former  headhunters  have  become 
stretcher-bearers  for  Uncle  Sam's  casual- 
ties of  war  and  have  jeopardized  their  own 
lives  in  order  to  succor  these  men  of  ours 
whom  they  feel  to  be  bound  to  them  by  the 
strong  ties  of  a  common  loyalty  to  the 
Christ  who  opened  life  to  them. 

Do  you  wonder  that  our  soldiers  have 
had  a  strong  desire  to  further  the  mission- 
ary eft'orts  which  have  been  so  strongly 
vindicated  and  dramatized  before  their  very 
eyes  in  these  steaming  jungles  across  the 
Pacific?  Many  of  them  have  sent  money 
back  home  for  Christian  missions,  and  in 
some  cases  they  had  not  cared  about  them 
before.  One  soldier  from  Georgia  sent  $100 
back  to  his  home  church  for  missions.  A 
British  soldier  contributed  65  pounds  and, 
another  gave  100  pounds.  That's  a  lot  of 
money  for  a   soldier   in   any   man's   army ! 
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A  mother  received  $200  from  her  son,  an 
aviator,  who  wrote  that  it  was  to  go  to  his 
home  church  but  that  75  per  cent  of  it 
should  be  ear -marked  for  missions.  And  a 
bishop  in  the  Church  of  England  got  a 
gift  of  $200  "toward  making  more  fuzzy- 
wuzzy  angels."  And  one  of  our  American 
aviators,  who  was  killed  in  combat,  had 
willed  all  of  his  propert}' — believe  it  or  not 
— "to  build  up  the  people  of  Japan."  How's 
that  for  global  strategy  in  the  Christian 
warfare  ? 

Now  turn  again  to  3'our  New  Testament 
and  read  A-er}-  soberly :  "Go  ye  therefore, 
and  teach  all  nations,  baptizing  them  in  the  * 
name  of  the  Father,  and  of  the  Son,  and 
of  the  Holy  Spirit;  teaching  them  to  ob- 
serve all  things  whatsoever  I  have  com- 
manded you :  and,  lo,  I  am  zmfh  yoiC'  ahvay 
—"  (Ma'tthew  28:19,  20). 

What  About  Your  Talents? 

Do  you  feel  now  that  this  kind  of  global 
Christian  strategy-  lays  any  claim  upon  you 
to  be  expendable  somewhere  with  your 
talents  and  your  life?  Do  you  feel  it  chal- 
lenges you  more  than  the  thing  you  had 
thought  of  doing  when  you  get  out  of  the 
service?  Do  you  feel  that  you  can  find 
your  niche  in  life  In  this  great  enterprise? 
And  do  you  really  feel  that  Christ  wants 
yon  to  spend  your  life  in  this  way? 

If  you  do,  there  are  many  ways  in  which 
you  can  serve.  Figuratively  speaking,  you 
can  take  your  choice  of  the  branch  of  the 
service  you  want — artiller}^,  coast  guard, 
infantry,  paratroopers  or  naval  aviation. 
That  is,  you  could  be  an  agricultural  ex- 
pert among  the  teeming  millions  of  India 
or  Qiina,  or  run  a  printing  press  in 
Malaysia  or  Burma,  or  open  a  hospital  in 
Korea  or  Afghanistan,  or  teach  mathe- 
matics or  history  in  the  Philippines  or 
Bolivia,  or  even  help  to  evangelize  the 
Liberians  or  the  Tibetans  or  the  Japanese ! 
And  it  might  be  one  of  the  best  invest- 
ments in  world-peace ! 
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Selected    Readings    for   the    Month 

What  I  Cax  Do 

1.  Be  a   light.    Phil.   2:13-15. 

2.  Let  your  light  shine.   Matt.  5:14-16. 

3.  Be  kind  to  the  poor.   Matt.  25:35-40. 

4.  Help   the   weak.    Rom.    15:1-5. 

5.  Do  all  things  with  charity,   i  Cor.   16:13,   14. 

6.  Work  together  with  Cod.  I  Cor.  3:9-11. 

Be  Honest  with  God 

7.  Sharing   what   we   have.    Deut.    8:13,    18-20. 

8.  According   to  ability.    11   Cor.   8:11,    12;   21. 

9.  Treasures  in  heaven.  Lk.   18:22,  23. 

10.  Offering  thanks.    Ps.   50:14,    15;   23. 

11.  Be  honest  with  Cod.  Acts  5:1-4. 

Thoughts  about  Home 

12.  Marriage  obligations.  Eph,  5:25-33. 
-13.   Lydia's  home.  Acts   16:13-15. 

14.  Timothy's  home.   II  Tim.   1:1-6. 

15.  The  Christian  home.  Titus  2:6-8. 

16.  Personal    modesty.    Rom.    12:3. 

17.  Spiritual    fellowship.    Acts  4:32. 

18.  The  grace  of  Cod.  Acts  5:3,  4. 

Persoxal  Freedom 

19.  Stand  fast.   Gal.   5:1. 

20.  Release  of  captives.  Lk.  4:18. 

21.  Spiritual  freedom.  R'om.  2:1-4. 

22.  Free  and  yet  a  servant.  I  Cor.  7:21-23. 

23.  Truth  sets  free.  jn.  8:32. 

24.  Freedom   from  sin.    Rom.   6:20-23. 

25.  Subject  to  law.  Rom.  13:1-3. 

Civic  Respoxsibility 

26.  Exemplary  conduct.  Titus  2:6-8. 

27.  Maintain   good   works.   Titus  3:8. 

28.  Obey  the  law.   I   Peter  2:13-15. 

29.  Liberty  not  license.   I   Peter  2:16,   17. 

30.  The  higher   loyalty.   Matt.   5:44-48. 

31.  Economic  justice.  James  5:1-4. 


Brown  was  inducted  and  sent  to  a  camp 
that  boasted  a  WAC  contingent.  After  com- 
pleting his  basic  he  was  given  a  job  as 
janitor  in  a  WAC  barracks.  Months  went 
by  and  one  day  he  was  summoned  to  the 
finance  office. 

"Brown,"  said  the  officer  in  charge, 
"where  have  you  been  for  the  last  four 
months?  You  haven't  drawn  your  pay  in 
five  months." 

"What,"  asked  the  soldier,  "you  mean  I 
get  paid  too?" 

.|» 

Small  boy,  seeing  an  Indian  squaw  and 
papoose  for  the  first  time : 

"Hey,  Mom,  look  at  the  pistol-packing 
mama  with  a  rear  gunner." 

It  was  a  beautiful  night.  Salty  Sam,  car- 
ried away  by  the  beauty  of  the  stars,  asked 
the  girl  in  his  arms :  "Honey,  will  you 
marry  me?" 

"Yes,  Sam,"  she  answered  softly.  Sam 
lapsed  into  a  silence. 

"Sam,"  she  said  desperately,  "why  don't 
you  say  something?" 

"I  think  I've  said  too  much  already,"  he 
observed  thoughtfully. 

Soldier  on  train :  "What  are  we  stopped 
for  now?  We're  not  at  the- station  yet,  are 
we?" 

Conductor :  "No,  we've  caught  up  with 
yesterday's  train." 
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GI :  "What's  wrong  with  these  eggs  ?" . 
Waitress :  "Don't  ask  me,  I  only  laid  the 
table." 

Man  buying  a  new  tire :  "Leave  the  wrap- 
pings on.  I  might  get  a  couple  of  miles  out 

of  them." 

Major:  "Corporal,  where  did  you  file 
those  discharges?  They're  not  under  the 
D's." 

Corporal :  "I  filed  them  under  C  for  con- 
gratulations." 

♦ 

Sergeant:    "Now    men,    remember    that 
war    must    develop    individuality,    initiative 
and   real    leadership.    Now   get   going   and 
do  exactly  as  I  tell  you." 
•I- 

A  GI  and  his  wife  had  just  had  a  love 
spat  and  were  driving  along  a  country  road 
without  speaking  until  a  mule  bayed. 

"One  of  your  relatives?" 

"Yes,"  said  the  wife,  "by  marriage." 

Farmer :  "You  can't  go  wrong  on  this 
mare.  She's  sound,  gentle,  a  good  worker 
and  a  fine  saddle  horse." 

Restaurant  proprietor :  "What  I  want 
to  know  is,  is  she  tender?" 

A  sailor  in  the  Palau  Islands,  upon  re- 
ceiving his  ballot  application,  wrote : 
"Thank  you  for  the  ballot  application.  It 
came  as  a  welcome  and  very  flattering  sur- 
prise. This  is  the  first  time  in  eighteen 
months  I  have  been  invited  to  express  an 
opinion  on  anything  whatever." 

A  soldier  completing  more  than  30  years 
of  continuous  services  in  the  Army  retired 
with  a  tidy  sum  of  $51,000.  He  amassed ' 
this  comfortable  fortune  through  careful 
investment  of  his  savings  and  the  death  of' 
an  uncle  who  left  him  $50,995. 


By  Paul  E.  Pflueger 

{in  The  Christian-Evangelist) 


YOU  call  me  brave. 

But  Tm  not-  brave — I  only  seem  that  way. 
Each  dawn  awakens  fear  within  my  breast, 
And  nightfall  brings  a  thousand  threats  to  haunt 

my   rest; 
Of  course,  I  carry  out  my  tasks  each  day — 
But  Tm  not  brave. 

You  say  I'm  strong. 

But  flesh   like  mine  is  quickly  torn  to  threads; 
it  yields  so  meekly  to  the  bullet's  sting 
And   crumbles  'neath   the  slightest  hammering; 
Yes,  our  young  frames  throw  back  the  thunder- 
heads — 
But  I'm  not  strong. 

You  think  I'm  rough. 

But  it's  not  so — I'm  really  soft. 

My  heart  is  touched  to  hear  a  baby  cry 

And  aches  to  see  an  old  man's  disillusioned  eye; 

True,    I    hack  down   men  who   brandish   swords 

aloft — 
But  I'm  not  rough. 

You  say  I'm  dead. 

But  no — I  live  to  haunt  the  spineless  men 
Who  weakly  say  that  wars  can  never  cease, 
Dismiss  with  traitor's  sighs  our  hard-won,  bloody 

peace; 
I  may  not  rise  to  strike  the  foe  again — 
But  I'm  not  dead! 


■^r 


